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f   The  Open  Championship 

Lehman  shows 
he  has  Lytham 
David  Dairies  at  lytham   

FIFTEEN  months  ago  Tom 
Lehman  was  under  the  sur- 

geon's knife  for  cancer  of  the 
colon.  On  Sunday,  at  Royal  Lytham 

St  Annes,  he  became  the  champion 

golfer  of  the  year,  aa  the  Royal  and 

Ancient  quaintly  calls  the  man  who 
becomes  Open  champion.  Lehman, 

who  had  led  by  six  shots  overnight 

from  Nick  Faldo,  eventually  won  by 
two  from  Mark  McCumber  and 

Ernie  Els,  with  Faldo  fourth,  three 

behind  the  winner. 

'Hie  champion’s  final  round  of  73, 
two  over  pnr,  was  good  enough  for  a 

271  total,  bettering  that  of  Severiano 

Ballesteros,  who  won  the  Inst  Open 

here  in  IUH8,  by  two  shuts.  It  fol- 

lowed his  course-  record-breaking 
card  (if  84  on  Saturday,  which  saw 

him  approach  tile  final  18  holes  with 
a   total  of  Ifl8,  or  15  under,  itself  an 

Open  record. 
Afterwards  l-chman,  whose  first 

major  title  earned  him  £200,000,  ad- 

mitted that  “it  was  not  pretty  but  it 

was  jgrilty.  It  was  a   struggle.  I   didn't 
play  well.  1   hart  no  rhythm  but  I 

stuck  it  out  .ind  I   came  through."  He 
ulvo  admitte  d   that  the  crowd's  wel- 

come as  In*  walked  tin-  final  fairway 

gave  him  "tingles  up  and  down  my 

spine  and  teal's  in  my  eyes". 
It  was  a   great  effort  from  n   mnn 

who,  n   week  after  the  1995  Masters, 

was  operated  on  for  cancer.  He  was 

util  of  golf  for  n   month,  finished 
Id  ill  in  his  first  tournament  back  on 

Lour  and  won  the  Colonial  National 

rnvitational  in  his  second. 

The  final  round  was  perceived  by 

almost  all  the  crowd  as  matchplay 

between  Lehman  and  Faldo  even 

though  the  Englishman  was  only 
one  ahead  of  Mark  Brooks  and 

Vijay  Singh  and  two  ahead  of  Eis 
and  Fred  Couples. 

David  Leadbetter,  who  had  super- 

vised the  fins!  Faldo  practice  ses- 
sion, had  found  nothing  to  criticise 

or  change.  BHe  just  needs  a   few 
early  putts.  The  first  six  to  seven 

holes  are  crucial." Meanwhile  Lehman  was  standing 

over  a   4ft  par-putt  at  the  1st.  “You 
don’t  waul  these  so  soon,"  said 

Leadbetter,  "but  of  course  they're 

great  if  you  hole  them."  Lehman did. 

At  the  2nd  Faldo  hit  a   great  ap- 

proach putt  which  finished  two 
inches  away  and  was  tapped  in.  But 

tap-ins  were  not  what  he  wanted; 

putts  had  to  go  in  and  pressure  had  i 
to  be  applied. 

The  first  sign  of  a   Faldo  break- 
through came  at  the  3rd  where 

Ix'hman,  for  some  reason,  chose  a 
club  off  the  tee  that  would  propel 

him  far  enough  to  reach  the  fairway 
bunker.  His  ball  duly  dived  in,  up 

against  the  face.  "(Jo  in  the  bunker," 
shouted  a   spectator  an  the  ball  was 

in  llight.  followed  by  some  appar- 

ently embarrassed  tee-heeing  when 
it  did. 

The  crowd  was  unashamedly  jin- 
goistic but  a   hole  later,  after  a   good 

Lehman  celebrates  after  his  final  putt PHOTOGRAPH:  TOM  JENKINS 

Cryptic  crossword  by  Orlando 

1 

shot  to  the  4th  green,  a   lone  voice 

called  out  "Come  on  Tom  Lehman” 
and  there  was  a   burst  of  supporting 

applause. 
Back  in  the  bunker  Lehman  had 

no  shot  and  did  well  to  regain  the 

fairway.  Now  Faldo  had  an  impor- 
tant second  shot.  If  he  could  get  it 

close  and  get  a   birdie  three,  it  would 

probably  be  a   two-shot  swing.  But 
from  the  moment  he  struck  it  Faldo 
was  anxious. 

Halfway  into  its  flight  he  urged  it 
"go  on"  and  then  again,  more 

strongly,  "go  on".  It  was  to  no  avail. 
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Accommodation  

for  squad's  
last 

soldier  

sent  
back  
to  
second 

front  
(4) 

12  Agree  payment  for  acting 
together  (10) 

1 3   Church  based  initially  on  a   rock- 
forming  mineral  (8) 

14  Consumer  magazine  about  end 

of  migration  thanks  returning 

bird  (8) 

16  A   piece  of  music  that's  finished —   true  composition  (8) 

19  Sharpness  shown  by  b   copper 

getting  in  the  last  word  In  prayer 

(6) 20  From  sofa  to  settle?  (2, 2) 

21  Changeable  island  (4) 

The  ball  trickled  off  the  green  and 

although  he  picked  up  one  shot  it 
was  a   chance  missed. 

Hie  4th  saw  Faldo  pick  up  an- 

other shot,  this  time  with  a   12ft 

birdie  putt.  The  crowd  erupted  but 
there  was  no  obvious  emotion  from 

Faldo,  his  face  remained  expres- 

,   skinless  and  the  only  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  near  hysteria  was  a   brief 

wave  of  the  hand. 

Now  he  needed  to  press  home 

his  advantage,  particularly  at  the 

par  fives,  the  8th  and  7th,  with 
birdies  at  least.  But,  after  lipping  out 

I   Cycling  Tour  de  France 

from  6ft  at  the  short  5th,  he  missed 
from  3ft  at  the  next  and  6ft  again  at 
the  next.  It  was  desperately  poor 

putting  and  illustrated  the  tension  in 
the  match.  It  also  meant  that 

Lehman  survived  a   9haky  patch  of 

his  own;  he  birdied  none  of  the 
holes  either. 

By  now  it  was  apparent  that  the 
rest  of  the  field  were  not  content  to 

leave  it  to  Faldo  to  challenge.  Cou- 
ples had  five  birdies  on  the  way  out 

and  moved  past  the  Englishman; 

Brooks,  McCuniber  and  Els  all 

moved  alongside  and  for  a   while  the 
South  African  moved  clearly  into 

second. 

He  took  on  the  challenge  of  the 

13th  —   play  short  of  the  bunkers  or 

carry  them  —   and  his  drive  finished 
pin-high  at  this  342yd  hole.  That  | 
took  him  to  12  under  and  he  hit  a 

wonderful  second  to  the  15th  which 

almost  went  in  for  an  eagle  as  it 

rolled  3ft  past  the  hole.  Now  13 

under,  he  was  only  two  behind 
Lehman  and  two  ahead  of  Faldo, 

with  the  birdie  chance  of  the  16th  to  i 
come. 

The  hole  is  only  357  yards  but 

one  must  at  all  costs  avoid  the 

bunkers.  Els  drove  into  one,  had  to 

chop  out  and  13  under  became  12 
under.  Worse,  he  drove  into  another 

bunker  on  the  18th,  another  no-go 
area,  another  automatic  bogey  and 

he  had  run  out  of  holes  on  11  under. 

Lehman  had  a   three-shot  lead  with 

three  to  play,  when  it  might  have 
been  only  one  shot. 

Faldo's  last  realistic  chance  of 

challenging  disappeared  into  a   fair- way bunker  at  the  15th.  dropping 

lum  back  from  11  under  to  10. 

Lehman  himself  dropped  a   shot  nl 
the  17th,  when  he  found  an  awful  lie 

i   in  a   bunker  off  the  tee.  But  he  res- 
cued a   five  for  a   two-stroke  margin 

|   on  the  18th  lee  —   enough  in  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Denmark  turns  out  for  Riis 

Across 

4   Preserve  a   road  report  (bat’s 
false  (6) 

6   Greek  f.-oem  about  Irish 

assembly  that  Is  r-xtrerriety 
honest  (3,  5) 

9   Liltio  Tommy’s  grub?  (6) 
10  Stein  dynasty  preparing  f nr  vv«ir 

again'?  (ft) 
!   I   Instinctive  response  of  good 

German  willi  reference  to  ha  life 

(3,0) 
1 5   An  AfJcin  cily  nmigeri  to  make 

progress  (7) 
1   /   English  Ire  os?  Humbug!  (7J 

1 6   Mountaineer's  scrambling  list  (11) 

22  Lone  Royalist  In  disguise  (B) 

23  Champ  with  his  heart  in  a German  city  (6) 

24  Outrageous  jingoism?  (8) 

25  Father  faking  others  out  for  a 

meal  (6) 

1   Cheeses,  we  hear,  in  cooler  (6) 
2   li  looks  ill  (3, 4,  3) 

3   Creating  new  fruit  (8) 

4   Class  not  in  play,  say,  or  Rnd  of play  (8) 

5   It  can  bo  addictlvo  in  a   French 

cily,  love  an  (8) 

7   One  attempt  «   the  sanw  place  (4) 
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William  Fotheringham  in  Parle 

A   SKED  what  he  expected  to 
/'see  when  the  Tour  arrived  on 
the  Champs-Etys&a,  Bjarne 
Riis,  who  on  Sunday  became  the 

first  Dane  to  win  die  world’s 

biggest  cycle  race,  replied:  "All Denmark  will  be  there,  apart 

from  two  people:  the  queen  and 

one  border  guard.” He  was  not  far  wrong.  Coaches 
with  DK  numberplates  lined  the 

back  streets  off  the  world’s  finest 
boulevard  after  disgorging  an  es- 

timated 50,000  fans,  a   fair 
turnout  for  a   country  of  only 
5   million  people.  Among  the 

crowd  were  the  Danish  ambas- 
sador to  France  and  the  Danish 

minister  of  sport 

Some  10,000  red-and-white 
Danish  flags  were  handed  out  by 
the  embassy;  five  Royal  Guard 

drummers  added  to  the  celebra- 
tion of  what  a   journalist  from 

Riis's  local  paper,  Jyllands 

Poston,  said  was  "the  biggest 
sports  result  this  country  ha9 

ever  known”. 
Even  before  this,  Riis’s  suc- cesses in  the  French  race  had 

made  cycling  Denmark’s  fastest- 
growing  sport  A   million  will 
turn  out  to  watch  him  in  the 
country’s  national  tour  next 

month. A   quiet  man  on  aud  off  the 
bike,  whose  major  interests  out- 

side cycling  are  said  to  be  col- 

lecting French  wines  and 
records  by  singer  Roger 

Whittaker,  Riis  la  loved  for  Mb 

modesty  and  the  patriotism  he 
showed  In  returning  home  twice 
to  contest  the  national  champi- 

onship, winning  both  times.  But he  lives  in  Luxembourg. 

Hia  only  sticky  moment  came 
In  Saturday’s  39-mile  time-trial. 
Clearly  having  a   bad  day,  he  was 

at  one  point  losing  time  to  his 
second-placed  Telekom  col- 

league Jan  Ullrich  at  a   disas- 
trous rate.  But  Riis  held  on  and 

Ullrich’s  bold  ride  ensured  that 
team-mates  finished  one-two  for 
the  first  time  since  1986. 

That  crowned  a   dream  Tour 
for  Telekom,  who  also  won  five 
stages  and  took  the  green  points 

Jersey  with  their  sprinter  Erik 

Zabel,  who  was  fifth  in  Sunday’s final  charge  down  the  Champs, 

won  by  Italy's  Fablo  Baida  to. 

The  abiding  Image  of  this  Tour 
will  remain  Riis’s  jutting  jaw,  ag- onised face  and  shining  pate 

during  the  two  attacks  that  won 

him  the  race,  in  the  mountain- 
top  finishes  at  Sestrieres  in  Italy 
and  Hautacam  in  the  Pyrenees. 

“He  deserves  this  victory  for 
the  way  he  has  gone  out  and 

taken  it  at  the  hardest  points  of 

the  race,”  was  how  the  five-times ■winner  Bernard  Hinault  saw  it 

William  Fotheringham  Is  features editor  of  Cycling  Weekly 
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Indonesia 
cracks  down 

on  unrest 

Nick  Cummlng-Bruce 

In  Jakarta   

SMOKE  aud  flames  rose  over  the 
Jakarta  skyline  ul  the  weekend 

as  angry  mobs  smashed  or  burnt 

governineiil  offices,  banks,  busi- 
nesses mid  vehicles  in  a   violent 

explosion  of  resentment  against 

President  Suharto’s  30-year  old  rule. 
Several  hundred  troops  and  riot 

police  lost  control  of  a   densely  popu- 

lated quarter  of  centra]  Jakarta  to 

demonstrators  angered  by  a   police- 

led  assault  on  the  headquarters  of 
the  Indonesian  Democratic  Party 

(PDI),  driving  out  followers  of  popu- 
lar opposition  leader  Megawati 

Sukarnoputri.  One  person  is  under- 
stood to  have  died  falling  from  a 

burning  building  and  up  to  50  peo- 
ple are  thought  to  have  been  Injured 

in  a   day  of  ent-and-monse  battles  be- 
tween security  forces  and  crowds  of 

predominantly  young  protesters. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  agricul- ture ministry  was  a   raging  inferno 

of  flame  and  a   two-storey  military 

property  had  been  gutted  by  fire. 

Violence  erupted  when  lorry- 
loads  of  police  and  men  dressed  in 
the  red  T-shirts  of  the  PDI,  purport- 

ing to  be  members  of  a   rival  faction 
of  the  party  but  widely  thought  to 

be  members  of  the  security  ser- 
vices. launched  a   fierce  assault  on 

Megawati’s  followers  in  the  PDI 

headquarters. 

The  operation  was  the  culmina- tion of  a   prolonged  but  clumsy 
manoeuvre  by  the  army  to  replace 

Megawati,  daughter  of  the  late  Pres- ident Sukarno,  as  party  chairman 

with  a   less  threatening  leader.  Her 

removal  at  a   special  congress  failed 

to  disperse  her  followers. 

Crowds  quickly  formed  around 

police  lines,  chanting  "Victory  for 
Megawati",  Then  protesters 
screamed  "The  army  kills,  the  army 

are  killers”  at  troop9.  After  a   heavy 

volley  of  rocks  rained  on  the  sol- 
diers, reinforcements  moved  in  on 

the  crowds,  severely  beating  any- 
one who  failed  to  get  out  of  their 

path,  and  tearing  numerous  victims 

bleeding  in  the  street 
Indonesian  troops  and  police 

swiftly  broke  up  anti-government demonstrations  on  Sunday  to  prevent 

a   repeat  of  the  riots,  but  flickering 

protest  indicated  defiant  opposition 
towards  President  Suharto. 

Disturbances  have  so  far  been 

confined  to  the  capital,  and  the  au- 
thorities will  be  watching  carefully 

for  signs  of  protest  in  other  cities. 
Megawati  expressed  regret  about 

the  rioting,  blamed  criminals  for  the 

destruction,  and  appealed  to  her  fol- 
lowers to  stay  calm.  An  aide  said  the 

popular  leader  has  no  plans  to  hold 
rallies  and  will  concentrate  on  a   court 

action  challenging  the  legality  of  an 

army-organised  PDI  congress  that 
removed  her  as  party  chairman. 
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Terror  casts  shadow  over  Olympics 
John  Duncan  In  Atlanta 
and  Ian  Katz  in  New  York 

FBI  investigators  said  on  Tues- 

day they  were  dosing  in  on 
tiie  terrorist  who  detonated  a 

bomb  in  Atlanta's  Centennial  Park 

at  tite  weekend  us  officials  scram- 
bled to  explain  why  a   warning  re- 

ceived by  emergency  operators 

never  reached  Ihe  park  where  thou- sands of  revellers  were  attending  a 

rock  concert. 

Tlie  blast,  which  sent  nails  and 
screws  flying  into  the  crowd,  killed 

an  American  woman,  mid  a   Turkish 

conit-raman  died  uf  a   heart  attack  as 
he  rushed  to  the  scene.  More  than 

100  people  were  injured. FBI  sources  said  the  pipe-bomb 

was  more  sophisticated  than  ini- 
tially thought,  but  that  agents  were 

still  concentrating  on  the  theory 

that  a   local  terrorist  was  responsible. 

As  the  Games  continued  and  nt- 
tendnnccs  nl  most  events  remained 

high,  President  Clinton  hailed  nth- let  es  and  spectators  for  showing 

“that  they  would  not  be  intimi- 
dated". He  invited  congressional 

leaders  to  the  While  House  to  dis- 
cuss expanding  wiretapping  and 

chemically  "tagging”  explosives  to 

help  crack  down  on  terrorism. 
Atlanta's  mayor.  Bill  Campbell, 

said  investigators  were  hoping  to 

identify  the  Olympic  bomber  from television  footage  of  the  explosion 

and  videos  taken  by  surveillance 

cameras. 
The  knapsack  containing  the 

bomb  was,  coincidentally,  spotted 

by  a   policeman  minutes  before  it  ex- 
ploded. Agents  were  moving  people 

away  when  the  blast  occurred. 
The  city’s  police  chief,  Beverley 

Harvard,  said  that  an  officer  was 

dispatched  to  “secure"  the  pay- 
phone used  to  give  a   warning  before 

the  information  was  passed  to  a   unit 

that  co-ordinated  responses  to 

bomb  threats. 
She  said  the  warning  reached  the 

Locnls  help  victims  minutes  ufter  the  explosion  in  Centennial  Park 

unit  at  about  the  time  the  hnmb  ex- 
ploded. but  insisted  police  could  not 

have  responded  quicker  because 
the  warning  was  not  sufficiently 

specific.  The  caller  only  stated  that 
there  was  a   bomb  in  the  park  with 
no  location  at  all,  and  basically  said 

you  have  30  minutes." 

A   sombre  International  Olympic 

Committee  president,  Juan  Antonio 
Samaranch,  said  he  was  impressed 
with  the  efforts  of  security  forces  in 

the  moments  before  the  blast  and 
satisfied  that  the  Games  security 

was  tight.  "We  are  very  grateful  to 
the  authorities  for  their  excellent 

response  and  for  the  security  mea- 

sures they  have  taken,"  he  said. 
Media  speculation  about  the  iden- 

tity of  the  bomber  has  focused  on 
America’s  shady  network  of  so- 
called  militia  groups.  Two  members 
of  a   local  rightwing  group  were 

I   charged  in  April  with  plotting  a 

bombing  campaign,  thuugli  Olympic 

organisers  denied  that  the  two  hml 

planned  lo  target  the  Games. 

A   spokesman  for  the  self-styled 
"Ll2lh  Regiment  Militia-al-Largc  for 

the  Republic  of  Georgia"  insisted that  the  group  had  no  connection 
with  the  attack.  "We  want  to  say  that 
we  bad  nothing  whatsoever  to  do 

with  this  and  we  hope  that  whoever 

did  this  is  caught  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble,"JJ  Johnson  said. 

“History  leads  me  to  believe  well 

make  an  arrest."  said  David  Tubbs, 

the  FBI  agent  leading  the  Investiga- 

tors. who  believe  a   “white  American 
man"  planted  the  device. 

Richard  Jewell,  the  security 

guard  who  noticed  the  bag  contain- 

ing the  bomb,  recalled  someone  he had  seen  at  the  site  who  resembled 

a   drawing  on  an  FBI  list Two  French  TV  stations  broadcast 

composite  sketches  of  a   man  and 

China  raises  hopes  for  test  ban  treaty 
Owen  Bennett- Jones 

In  Geneva   

THE  final  session  of  negotia- 
tions on  e   comprehensive 

nuclear  test  ban  treaty  started  In 
Geneva  this  week  immediately 
after  a   Chinese  underground 

test,  and  amid  fears  that  China 

and  India  could  block  consen- sus on  the  current  draft  text. 

Sha  Zukang,  China’s  chief negotiator,  arrived  In  Geneva 

saying  other  delegations  should 
not  be  disconcerted  by  Beijing’s 
decision  to  conduct  a   nuclear 

test  hours  before  the  talks 

restarted.  "They  should  wel- 

come it,  because  China’s  testing Is  now  oyer,”  |ie  said. -Immediately  after  the  teat,  . 

Beijing  announced  It  would,  join,  , 

the  other  four  declared  nuclear  ■ 
powers  in  abiding  by  a   voluntary 
mnratnrium  nit  nuclear  testing. 

The  United  States  voiced  its 

regret  over  the  nuclear  test,  but 

welcomed  China’s  announce-; ment  that  it  will  now  abide  by  the . 

moratorium. 
China  is  trying  to  limit  the  right 

of  other  countries  to  order  on-site 

inspections  when  there  Is  a   suspi- cion that  a   test  has  been  carried 
out  in  violation  of  the  treaty. 

•   The  US,  Russia,  France  and  • 
Britain  say  they  are  ready  to  alga 

an  agreement  without  farther 
negotiations.  They  fear  that  if 
China  re-opens  .one  aspect  of  the 

draft  text,  then  everyone  else 
will  want  to  discus?  parts  of  tlio 

treaty  with  which  they  are dissatisfied. 
India  is  making  It  Increasingly 

clear  It  is  prepared  to  block  the 

treaty  and  thereby  force  negotia- tions to  continue  Indefinitely.  ■   , 

The  Indians  soy.  the  draft  text 

does  not  contain  firm  commit- 

ments to  the  global  elimination 
of  nuclear  weapons. 

The  big  five  nuclear  powers 
have  resisted  any  suggestion  that 

they  should  commit  themselves  to 
the  elimination  of  nuclear 

weapons  wit! tin  a   fixed  time-scale. India  Is  also  concerned  about 
the  so-called  entry  Into  force 

provision,  which  hns  been 
backed  by  Britain,  Russia  and 
China.  This  states  that  the  treaty 
will  not  become  binding  until  a 

specified  list  of  countries, 

Including  India,  signs  it  1 

"Tills  is  totally,  absolutely 

unprecedented  in  International 

law  and  it’s  unacceptable  to  us,” said  Arundhati  Ghoae,  the Indian  ambassador. 

ludln  fears  that  If  everyone 

else  signs,  then  pressure  will 
grow  for  New  Delhi  to  join  so  the 

treaty  can  become  internation- 
ally binding. 

fhotcgfiafh  rer*u-iA&VA» 

woman  the  FBI  were  -aid  to  haw 

linked  lo  tin;  bombing.  Mr  Tubbs 

said  that  the  depicted  individuals 

were  not  yet  considered  suspects. 
Investigators  appealed  to  people 

who  were  near  tile  lighting  tower  in 

the  park  to  contact  them.  Mr  Tubbs 
said  his  agents  had  received  more 
than  900  leads. 

•   Prosecutors  have  charged  eight 

militia  members,  after  FBI  agents 

swooped  on  two  groups  learning 

how  to  make  explosive  devices  at  a 
"bomb-making  class"  on  an  indusr 

trial  estate.  The  FBI  said  it  recov- 

ered pipe-bombs  anil  two home-made  machine  guns  when 

agents  raided  die  class  in  Belting- 
ham,  Washington,  approximately  80 
miles  north  of  Seattle.  Three  other 

suspects  were  also  arrested. 

Comment,  pages  10-11 Washington  Post,  page  13 
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2   LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

The  BBC  belongs  to  the 

people ,   not  to  managers 

Gl/ARDIANvEEKLY Augusj  isge 

A   AM  prompted  to  write  by  Andrew Culf's  article  (No  con  tensions  by 

flirt . . July  21).  I   wonder  if  it  has 
occurred  lo  itiantl  ami  Birl  that  it  is 

not  they  who  own  the  BBC,  it  is  the 

people  of  Britain  —   anti  the  millions 

of  people  all  over  the  world  who 

admire,  need  and  love  the  BBC 
World  Service.  Indeed,  It  is  far 

many  their  only  source  of  unbiased, 

accurate  and  extremely  interesting 

news,  not  to  mention  science,  liter- 
ary and  music  programmes.  Having 

worked  for  the  United  Nations  in 

more  titan  20  countries,  I   can  assure 

Bil  l   and  Bland  that  no  one  from  the 

Andes  lo  the  Himalayas  is  in  the 

least  interested  in  tiie  type  of  do- 
mestic news  programmes  put  out  by 

national  BBC.  For  those  who  want 

news  about  Britain ,   the  World  Ser- 
vice beams  us  Britain  Today, 

it  appears  in  me,  my  family,  col- 
leagues and  friends  (hat  an  example 

of  the  highest  professionalism,  n 

rare  example  of  excellence*,  is  la  be 
destroyed  by  inanely  arrogant, 

bureaucratic,  penny-pinching  ad- 
ministnitors  who  are  totally  lacking 

in  qualities  of  leadership. 
Diana  de  Marco. 

Tail.  Umbria,  Italy 

A   FHKMTENING  reminder  of 

r   l   llriudn's  increasing  isolation  is 
the  recent  move  to  cm  buck  on  the 

World  Service  broadcasts.  To  those 

of  ns  who  have  chosen  to  live  and 

work  abroad,  it  serves  not  only  as  « 

lifeline  lo  good,  international  broad- 

casting standards  hut  it  also  re- 
minds listeners  that  Britain  is  not 

the  defensive,  corporate  country  as 

jmrl rayed  by  other  international 
broadcasters. 

Britain’s  reputation  is  leaning  to- 
wards that  of  a   nation  uninterested 

and  ignorant  of  foreign  cultures.  If 

independent,  well-balanced  quality 
journalism  is  put  in  jeo|>ardy  by  the 
kind  of  management  that  supports 

Noel's  House  Party,  the  influence 

and  impact  of  the  World  Service, 
and  consequentially  Britain,  mil  be 

dramatically  affected. Susanna  Kemp , 

Higher  Education  Support  Program. 
Budapest,  Hungary 

THE  importance  of  the  BBC World  Service  for  those  cam- 

paigning for  democracy  in  Africa 
was  illustrated  to  me  when  I   visited 

Malawi  as  a   member  of  an  interna- 
tional trade  union  delegation  in 

1992,  in  the  days  of  the  repressive 
Banda  dictatorship. 

Delegation  members  from 

Canada,  Norway  ami  the  US  were 
introduced,  without  comment,  to 

the  prime  minister.  John  Teinbo, 

probably  the  most  feared  person  in 
Mnlnwi.  When  I   was  introduced, 

Tcmho  launched  a   tirade  of  abuse 

about  the  World  Service  which,  lie 

said,  was  endangering  the  stability 

of  Malawi  by  spreading  propaganda 

about  (he  Banda  regime.  His  out- 
burst demonstrated  the  important 

part  played  by  the  World  Service  in 

the  figlu  for  democracy  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a   free  press. 

Annie  UWteow, 

Jjosdon 

IN  1988,  while  working  for  Help 

f   the  Aged,  i   spent  several  weeks  in 
Latin  America.  After  completing  an 

assignment  in  Peru,  1   spent  n   few 

days  visiting  the  surrounding  Incn 

sites  with  a   young  local  guide.  His 

English  was  nlmust  faultless.  I 
I   asked  him  where  lie  had  studied 

uardian 
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our  language.  “The  BBC  .World  Ser-  | 

vice,"  he  replied.  “I  listen  ever  day." 
Diane  TYembath, 

London 

ETA  strategy  is 

sectarian  too 

j   0HN  HOOPER  (Copy  cat  terror- 
U   istsof  die  Costa  Dorada.Juiy  28) 

is  not  altogether  accurate  in  distin- 

guishing the  Basque  conflict  from 
the  Northern  Irish  as  lacking  a 

sectarian  element.  As  he  points  out, 

ETA's  attacks  on  some  Basque 

(rather  than  non-Basque)  targets  is 

a   recent  development  —   a   response 

to  Herri  Batasuna's  abject  failure  to 
expand  or  even  maintain  their 

support  within  die  Basque  country 

—   and  negatively  confirms  that  in 

general  ETA's  enemy  has  been 

defined  as  “Spanish*. Hooper  doesn't  mention  the  most 
striking  difference,  however.  There 

is  no  coherent  argument  whatso- 
ever confirming  that  the  Bnsque 

country  is  systematically  denied  de- 

mocratic rights  by  the  post-Franco 
Spanish  state. 

Not  only  does  Euzkadi  have  a 
high  degree  of  autonomy,  but  along 

with  Catalunya  it  is  the  richest  re- 

gion in  Spain  —   not  exactly  a   tradi- 
tional indicator  of  oppression. 

Unlike  the  Basque  country.  North- 
ern Ireland  is  an  intrinsically  sec- 

tarian creation,  and  northern 
nationalists  are  still  systematically 

discriminated  against  as  even  offi- 
cial social  statistics  confirm. 

Jack  Fox. Mojdcar,  Almeria.  Spain 

THE  reaction  to  the  bomb  explo- sions in  Spain  is  interesting. 

Quite  properly  the  mood  of  the 

I   Spanish  authorities  and  British  holi- 
daymakers was  that  the  bombing  1 

would  nut  affect  tourism  unduly  as 

most  people  are  unwilling  to  bow  to 
the  threat  of  terrorism.  Contrast 

that  to  the  reaction  of  tourist  chiefs 

and  government  in  Northern  Ire- 
land. The  tourists  were  leaving  in 

droves,  they  said;  every  statement  1 
was  more  negative  than  the  last. 
One  would  be  forgiven  for  believing 

that  the  scaremongers  were  work- 

ing for  the  Spanish  tourist  board. 
William  Montgomery, 

Bangor  Branch,  Democratic 
Unionist  Party,  Belfast 

Le  Monde,  page  17 

Keep  up  the  fight 
against  Trident 

1/1/^LL  said,  the  eminent  12  who 

V   V   signed  the  letter  against 
retaining  Trident  (July  21).  It  is 

appalling  that  £40  billion  may  be wasted.  I   look  with  pride  at  New 

Zealand’s  saner  attitude  towards 
nuclear  weapons. 

Militarily,  New  Zealand  now 
stands  apart  from  Britain  and  its 
other  traditional  allies.  Ever  since 
19K9,  when  the  government  enacted 
a   Bill  to  make  New  Zealand  nuclear 
free,  this  split  has  widened.  It  was 
apparent  when  New  Zealand  sent  Us 
attorney-general  lo  die  World  Court 
to  argue  the  illegality  of  nuclear 
weapons.  Our  traditional  allies  had 
not  even  wanted  the  matter  brought 
before  the  court.  Again  there  whs  n 

divergence  of  opinion  when  New 
Zealand  protested  strongly  against 
France  for  testing  nuclear  devices  in 
the  Pacific,  and  Britain  concurred 
with  tile  French.  More  recently, 

since  die  World  Court  gave  its  opin- 

ion on  the  illegality  of  nuclear 

weapons,  Britain's  response  lias 
been  negative,  whereas  in  New 
Zealand  the  opinion  was  seized 

upon  with  relief  and  hope. 

These  are  exciting  concepts  — 

far  better  than  the  prospect  of  wast- 

ing billions  on  Trident. Dick  Reynolds. 

Christchurch,  New  Zealand 

Briefly 

“T~HE  ruling  from  the  International 

/   Court  of  Justice  on  the  illegality 

of  the  threat  or  use  of  nuclear 

weapons  is  not  as  the  Guardian 

Weekly  reports  "disappointing"  for 
anti-nuclear  campaigners  (Interna- 

tional Court  fudges  nuclear  arms 

ruling,  July  14).  While  the  Court 
could  not  determine  whether  or  not 

the  threat  or  use  of  nuclear  weapons 

is  illegal  in  every  circumstance,  it 
did  rule  that  such  threat  or  use  is 

“generally  illegal". 
The  only  circumstance  on  which 

the  Court  was  undecided  was  in  the 

"extreme  circumstance  of  self- 
defence  in  which  the  very  survival 

of  a   State  would  be  at  stake",  and even  then  the  rules  of  humanitarian 

law  would  apply.  In  addition,  the 
Court  ruled  that  the  nuclear  armed 

States  have  “an  obligation  to  pursue 

in  good  faith  and  bring  to  a   conclu- sion negotiations  leading  to  nuclear 

disarmament  in  ail  its  aspects". 
Alyn  Ware. 
The  Lawyers'  Committee  on  Nuclear 
Policy,  New  York,  USA 

INDEED,  the  Trident  is  a   nuclear 

I   waste,  according  to  Tony  Bonn 

and  fellow  MPs.  Thank  God  lor 

cominonsense! 

But  danger  could  still  lie  ahead  in 
the  light  of  the  position  adopted  by 
the  International  Court  of  Justice. 
While  the  court  ruled  that  the  use  of 

nuclear  weapons  would  “generally" be  unlawful,  it  was  undecided  on 

whether  nuclear  weapons  could  be 

used  in  self-defence.  History  shows 

that  wars  always  start  with  grand 
declarations  of  national  interests, 

security  and  self-defence. Henk  Hoitt, 

Sydney.  Australia 

Roots  of  the 
Dhahran  bomb 

EXCEPT  for  David  Hirst’s  article 
(Dangers  of  supping  with  the 

Americans,  July  7),  which  spotlights 

Washington's  Middle  East  double 

standards,  Guardian  Weekly  re- 

ports on  the  Dhahran  bombing 

have  barely  scratched  the  surface  of 
processes  at  work  in  Saudi  Arabia. 

Scores  of  sources  testify  to  the 

vehemently  repressive,  antidemoc- 
ratic and  corrupt  regime.  Riyadh 

continues  to  pump  out  cheap  oil  for 

the  West  while  its  revenue  keeps 
the  Saudi  rulers  at  play  and 

bankrolls  the  US  military,  with  a 
fraction  allocated  to  the  people, 

little  wonder  that  marginalised 

opposition  groups,  denied  any 
parliamentary  channel,  should 

strike  using  their  only  realistic 

political  medium  —   violence. 
Also  worthy  of  analysis  is  the 

possibility  that  the  same  people  re- 
sponsible for  the  Dhahran  bomb 

were  themselves  nurtured  by  the 

US  in  the  fifties  and  sixties.  The 

enemy  of  the  day  then  was 
Nasserism,  so  the  CIA  helped  set  up 

anti-socialist  Islamic  'groups 
throughout  the  Middle  East,  includ- 

ing in  Saudi  Arabia  and  especially 
around  Dhahran. 
Neil  Solomon. 

1 A fassawo,  Eritrea 

j   DON'T  think  there's  nnytitiig /   wrong  in  giving  the  death  set, 

tence  for  selling  women;  I   don't 
think  it’s  n   lesser  crime  than  mur- 

der, rape  and  assault,  ns  Francis 
Dei'on  thinks  it  is  (Chinn  speeds  up 

rale  of  executions,  June  30),  I   think 

men  who  regard  women  in  the 
same  terms  ns  cattle  cannot  be 

rehabilitated . 

I   don't  know  if  we  are  actually 

seeing  an  improvement  in  the  rights 

of  women  in  China,  or  if  the  govern- 

ment has  its  own  reasons  for  hand- 

ing out  these  penalties.  What  we  are 
seeing  is  women  still  being  re- 

garded as  a   commodity,  ironically, 

when  girl  babies  were  undesirable 
they  were  killed  or  abandoned;  now, 

because  that  same  chauvinistic  alti- 
tude has  put  them  in  short  supply, 

women  become  profitable. Ann  Ashley. 

Vancouver.  Canada 

EVERY  now  and  then,  perhaps during  the  “silly  season”,  the Guardian  Weekly  rolls  out  the  old 

chestnut  of  student  howlera  (Stu- 

dent clangers,  July  21 1.  Haven’t  peo- ple realised  yet  that  these  are  the 

free  spirits,  the  non-conformists,  the 

anarchists  of  school  and  examina- 
tion rooms,  protesting  at  the  system 

which  chops  up  knowledge,  force- 
feeds  diem  with  it,  and  expects 

them  to  regurgitate  it  as  required  by 
teacher  or  examiner. Chris  Wright. 

Casteln  Branco,  Portugal 

I   CAN  understand  the  Americans. 1 
tin  their  parochial  befudlement, 
being  convinced  that  the  rest  of  the  , 
world  must  follow  US  foreign  policy 

and  bow  lo  US  luw.  But  one  thing 

about  tlie  Helms-Burton  Act  on 
trade  with  Cuba  has  not  yet  been 

explained.  To  which  branch  of  the 

Mafia  do  they  wind  expropriated 
Cuban  property  returned? 
John  Newlove, 
Ottawa.  Canada 

JUST  catching  up  willi  a   back 
issue  but  I   have  to  differ  that  Pal 

Buelimuui  lias  “argued"  Hie  rejec- 
tion of  globalisation.  Perhaps  we 

could  invent  n   verb  "demagogueil". 

Chris  Roberts, 

Deptford.  New  Jersey,  USA 

yOUR  leader  (Filling  a   moral vacuum,  July  14)  seems  to  ac- quiesce in  George  Carey's  opinion 
that  people  should  not  select  for 
themselves  what  is  right  and  wrong. 

Our  society  is  founded  upon  people 

constantly  making  such  decisions. 

The  majority  of  crime  is  committed 
by  people  who  know  that  what  they 
are  doing  is  wrong,  but  are  driven  to 

it  by  anger,  need,  or  some  other 
consideration  that  overrides  a   sim- ple version  of  morality. 

Ben  Leslie, 

London i/^Guardian 
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Hutus  killed  in  wake  of  Burundi  coup 
Chris  McQreal  In  Bujumbura 

BURUNDI'S  mainly  Tutsi 

army  took  control  of  the  vio- lence-racked Central  African 

country  last  week,  deposed  the 
civilian  coalition  government  that 

included  moderate  Hutus,  and  de- 
fied the  outside  world  to  do  Its  woraL 

Gunfire  echoed  through  the  capi- 

tal. Bujumbura,  and  armoured  per- 
sonnel carriers  packed  with  troops 

rolled  into  the  centre.  'Hie  coup  was 

apparently  bloodless,  however. 
"Burundi  is  not  going  to  be 

colonised  again.  This  is  an  indepen- dent country  ami  we  are  not  going  to 

be  guvenied  by  foreigners,"  an  army 
apukesmun,  lieutenant  Colonel  Din- 

gin  Minani.  said  ns  tiie  United  Na- 
tions and  Organisation  <>f  African 

Unity  (OAU)  condemned  the  coup 
and  threatened  intervention. 

After  criticising  deep  divisions 

within  the  Hulu-Tutsi  coalition,  and 

its  inability  to  tackle  the  civil  war, 

the  military  suspended  the  parlia- 
ment and  political  parties. 

It  also  took  control  uf  state  radio, 

banned  demonstrations  and  strikes, 

imposed  a   7pm  curfew,  temporarily 

cul  telephone  links,  and  closed  the 

airport  and  land  borders.  A   former 
military  dictator,  Pierre  Buyoya, 

was  declared  president. 

Maj  Buyoya  told  the  nation:  “Our 
first  goal  is  to  stop  immediately  the 

massacres  and  all  forms  of  criminal- 

ity that  have  prevailed  in  Burundi 
for  three  years."  The  following  day, 

however,  he  promised  to  intensify 
the  bloody  civil  war  against  Hutu 
rebels  while  trying  to  convince  the 

international  community  that  he  is  a 
solid  democrat  committed  to  peace. 

Belgian  radio  had  earlier  quoted 
hint  as  saying  Burundi  probably 

needed  outside  help  to  solve  its  civil 

strife:  “Even  though  I'm  a   soldier,  I 

don't  believe  in  a   military  solution." 
The  international  community  last 

'iatow*!: 

Army  recruits  swarm  through  Bujumbura  after  last  week's  mill  buy  coup 

week  seemed  no  closer  to  deciding 

what  to  do  about  the  coup.  The  OAU 

secretary-general,  Salim  Ahmed  Sa- lim, threatened  to  use  force  but  did 

not  say  where  the  troops  would 
come  front.  The  United  States  said  it 
still  recognised  the  deposed  Hutu 

president,  Sylveslre  Ntibantunganya. 

who  sought  shelter  at  the  US  ambas- 
sador's residence.  But  the  US  envoy 

met  Mr  Buyoya  twice  in  the  two  days 
after  lie  took  office.  He  declined  to 

discuss  the  nature  of  their  talks. 

A   UN  spokeswoman.  Sylvana 

Foa,  said  the  UN  secretary-genera!. 

Boutros  Boutros-Ghali,  “supported 
calls  for  a   regional  summit  to  be 
convened  urgently  >»•  dihcm*  wjy» 

of  calming  the  situation". 

At  the  weekend,  Tutsi  soldiers 

massacred  up  to  150  unarmed  vil- 
lagers in  Mont  Gisagnra,  in  Gitega 

province,  a   day  after  Maj  Buyoya  ad- mitted “misconduct"  by  troops  and 

Explosion  blew  off  front  of 

TWA  jet,  say  investigators Ian  Katz  In  New  York   

"THE  TWA  Boeing  747  that 

1   crashed  into  the  Atlantic  on  July 

17  probably  continued  to  fly  lor  up 
to  11  seconds  after  an  explosion 
blew  off  the  front  of  the  jet. 

The  chilling  picture  of  the  last 
seconds  of  Flight  800  emerged  at 

the  weekend  after  crash  investiga- 
tors discovered  the  front  of  the  pas- 

senger cabin  more  than  a   mile  and  a 
half  from  the  rest  of  the  wreckage. 

The  discovery  has  reportedly  led 

investigators  to  conclude  that  the 
crash  was  caused  by  a   missile  or 

bomb  exploding  near  the  front. of 

the  aircraft,  possibly  in  the  front cargo  area. 

An  investigation  source  said  it 
seemed  some  First  Class  passen- 

gers were  thrown  out  of  the  aircraft 

by  the  explosion  that  tore  the  jet  in 
two  approximately  11  minutes  into 
its  flight  from  New  York  to  Paris. 

At  the  weekend  searchers  said 

they  had  found  a   50ft  section  of  the 
fuselage,  boosting  hopes  that  they 

might  soon  recover  most  of  the  77 
victims  still  unaccounted  for.  Robert 

Francis,  the  vice-chairman  of  the 
National  Transportation  Safety 

Board,  admitted  that  some  of  the 
bodies  may  never  be  recovered,  . 

James  KaUstrom,  the  FBI  agent  in 

charge  of  the  anti-terrorist  task 
force  investigating  the  crash,  said  he 

promised  to  restore  discipline,  il  I 

was  revealed  on  Monday.  I Three  days  earlier,  the  army 

watched  as  Tutsi  students  murdered 

at  least  20  Hutu  classmates  at  Gite- 

ga's  agricultural  college.  Lt  Col  Mi- nani confirmed  dial  the  army  had 

killed  several  dozen  people  at  (lie 

weekend,  but  said  they  were  all 

Hutu  rebels.  Witnesses  had  a   differ- 

ent story,  underscoring  the  mili- tary's attempts  to  portray  spiralling 

mass  murder  as  a   one-sided  geno- cide of  Tutsi*  by  Hutu  rebels. 
‘Hie  killing  was  set  in  motion 

when  Hutu  rebels  attacked  rice  and 

coffee  plantations  near  Mont  Gis- 
iigara.  1   he  insurgents  burnt  offices 

and  crops  to  hit  Burundi’s  shaky economy.  The  army  arrived  the 

next  day  to  burn  miles  of  bush  in  an 

attempt  to  flush  out  the  rebels.  It then  turned  on  die  local  population. 

On  Monday  there  were  reports  of 

PHOTOGRAPH  COniUNE  DUfKA 

more  killings  in  the  Mont  Gisngnni 

urea  hy  the  army.  But  it  was  unclear whether  the  military  was  con- 

fronting Hutu  insurgents  —   who have  infiltrated  large  parts  of  the 

proviuce  —   or  was  clearing  the  over- 

whelmingly Hutu  population  from 

villages  to  deiwpulntc  unstable  areas. 

•   The  US  paid  Burundi's  military leader  almost  $150,1100  over  the  past 

three  years  to  promote  democracy 

and  pence,  it  was  re  vealed  Iasi  week. A   significant  proportion  given  to 

Maj  Buyoya’s  Foundation  for  Unity, 
Peace  und  Democracy  was  in  organ- 

ist- nn  international  conference  in 

Burundi,  to  include  such  imUiblr 

jjeacemakers  ns  Archbishop  Des- mond Tutu.  The  meeting  was  due  to 

take  place  more  than  a   year  ago  but 
has  been  repeatedly  postponed. 

Comment,  page  10 
Washington  Post,  page  14 

Iran  raid  strengthens 

grip  on  northern  Iraq 
thought  enough  evidence  was  being 

gathered  from  the  wreckage  to  es- tablish the  cause  this  week. 

As  FBI  agents  hunted  for  the  ter- rorist who  detonated  the  Atlanta 

bomb,  Mr  Kallstrom  said  he  did  not 
believe  that  incident  was  linked  to 

the  TWA  explosion. 

Crash  investigators  hope  “a  frac- 
tion of  a   second"  of  unexplained 

sound  found  on  the  cockpit  voice 

recorder  from  TWA  Flight  800  will 

solve  the  mystery  of  why  the  air- 
craft exploded  and  plunged  into  the 

Atlantic,  killing  all  230  people  on 

board. 
The  noise  comes  at  the  end  of 

one  of  the  tapes  from  the  two  90- 
called  black  box  flight  recorders 

found  ainid  wreckage  on  tiie  sea floor  off  eastern  Long  Island. 

.   Officials  said  die  conversation  in 

the  cockpit  had  been  "routine”  up  lo the  point  of  tiie  unexplained  sound, 

heard  just  before  the  recording  cut 
off.  ‘We’ve  got  some  stuff  there  and 

we'll  do  our  beBt  to  analyse  what 

we've  got,”  said  Robert  Francis,  the 

vice-chairman  of  the  National  Trans- 

portation Safely  Board. 

The  breakthrough  in  the  investi- 

gation came  as  President  Clinton 
and  his  wife  Hillary  flew  to  New 
York  to  meet  relatives  of  victims 
who  have  become  increasingly 

angry  about  the  slow  pace  of  the 

recovery  effort.   

David  Hirst  In  Beirut   

IRANIAN  armed  forces  on  Mon- 
day said  they  had  concluded  their 

military  operations  inside  the  West- ern-protected Kurdish  enclave  of 
northern  Iraq.  The  raid  represented 
an  almost  contemptuous  display  of 

Iran's  steadily  growing  influence  in 

the  region. 

According  to  reports  from  Kur- 
distan, up  to  2,000  Revolutionary 

Guards  entered  Iraqi  territory  at  the 

weekend  at  various  points  and  con- verged on  the  town  of  Koisinjak,  50 

miles  from  the  frontier.  Refugees 

were  reportedly  still  fleeing  their 
advance  on  Monday. 

Their  aim  was  to  destroy  an  anti- 
Iranian  Kurdish  resistance  camp. 

Exiled  Iranian  Kurdish  leaders  and 
their  families  were  living  there 

under  the  nominal  protection  of 

Iraqi  Kurds.. 

Iran  recently  accused  them  of 
attacks  inside  Iranian  territory.  It 

claimed  on  Monday  to  have  killed 

dozens  of  “counter-revolutionaries" 

in  its  offensive.  ' 
Hie  raid  shows  that  Iran  is  now 

the  main  player  In  tiie  “liberated" Kurdish  territory  which  the  West- ern allies  have  been  protecting  from 

the  air  since  the  Gulf  war. “Tills  is  the  idiotic  result  of  US 

policies  toward  Saddam,"  said  a   pro- 

Western  Iraqi  politician.  "Operation 

Provide  Comfort  has  come  to  mean 

providing  a   platform  for  the  mullahs 

to  do  as  they  please." 

Among  other  things,  the  mullahs can  give  whatever  support  they 

choose  to  anti-Turkish  Kurdistan 

Workers’  Party  guerrillas  en- trenched in  the  enclave.  They  are 

also  well  placed  to  deny  the  United 
States  a   part  in  managing  President Saddam's  overthrow  and  shaping 

the  succession. 
Ayatollah  Bakr  Hakim,  the 

Iranian-backed  Iraqi  opposition 

leader,  confirmed  repqrts  that  Pres- ident Saddam  had  recently  foiled  a 

U&Jordanian  military  putsch  against 

him. 

"The  real  meaning  of  his  state- 
ment is  the  message  it  conveys  to 

the  US:  if  you  have  the  right  to  try 

to  overthrow  Saddam,  so  does  Iran 

—   and  better  means,  too,"  said  the 
pro-Western  Iraqi  politician. 

The  fratricidal  struggle  between 

the  two  main  Kurdish  parties  — 

Massoud  Barzani's  Kurdls lari'  De- 
mocratic Party  and  Jalal  Thlabani's Patriotic  Union  of  Kurdistan — gave 

Iran  its  great  opportunity  In  north- 

ern Iraq. 

Hie  US  failed  to  mediate  an  end 

to  the  parties'  conflict  and  they turned  to  Iran  instead.  As  a   result, 

Irfcn  now  has  tentacles,  from  hu- 
manitarian missions  to  Intelligence 

bureaus,  all  over  the  north. 

The  Week 

SRI  LANKAN  troops  launched 

an  offensive  on  the  northern 

rebel-held  town  of  KHinochchl, 

sending  hundreds  of  civilians fleeing.  Soldiers  thrust  to  the outskirts  of  the  town,  in  a   push 

that  followed  some  of  the  worst 

fighting  in  the  war.  It  began  two 
days  after  bombs,  said  to  be 

planted  by  the  Tamil  Tiger rebels,  killed  78  people  and 

wounded  450  on  a   commuter tmin  in  Colombo. 

Washington  Post,  page  14 

PAKISTANI  police arr  holding 
137  tnmpcclH  niter  n   bomb 

blnst  nt  Lahore  nirpnrt  killed  at 

leant  four  people  and  wounded 
nearly  70. 

TO!  IGi  I   nieiiHurcM  to  crack 

down  on  organised  crime  in 

the  Irish  republic,  after  □   wave  of 

drug-related  and  terrorist  shoot- 
ings, have  been  rushed  through 

parliament  in  Dublin. 

BRniSH  soldiers  in  former 

Yugoslavia  hove  been 
wnrncd  to  take  extra  precautions 

against  (he  threat  of  male  rape 

after  a   series  of  reported  inci- dents In  tiie  Croat  inn  port  of 

Split  on  tiie  Adriatic  coast. 

WOMEN'S  average  pay 

levels  are  still  well  below 

men's,  despite  a   50 -year-old 
worldwide  agreement  that  the 
sexes  must  earn  equal  wages  for 

equal  work,  the  International 
Labour  Organisation  said. 

IVAN  MILAT,  aged  51,  an 

Australian  road  worker,  was 

found  guilty  of  murdering  seven 

backpackers  In  a   remote  forest 

southwest  of  Sydney.  He  re- ceived a   life  sentence. 

HUNDREDS  of  leftwing  dele- 

gates from  around  the  world 
—   including  Danielle  Mitterrand, 

the  widow  of  France's  former 

president  —   gathered  in  the southern  Mexican  state  of 

Chiapas  at  the  invitation  of  the 

Zapatista  guerrilla  leader Subcomandante  Marcos. 

Nigerian  police  are  to 

charge  senior  opposition 
leaders  with  conspiracy  in  con- 

nection the  murder  of  the  wife  of 
the  detained  opposition  leader, 

Moshood  Abiote. 

SPANISH  police  arrested 

three  members  of  the 
Basque  separatist  group  ETA, 

who  they  say  were  planning  to 

consolidate  the  group's  summer 
bombing  campaign. 

ONE  worker  died  and  a   small 
storage  area  was  contami- 

nated by  radiation  In  two  inci- dents at  n   Ukrainian  nuclear 

power  plant,  the  country’s nuclear  energy  authority  said.  ~ 

'   I   yard  in  central  Montreal  and 

drove  off  a   truck  containing  one 1 and  a   half  million  Canadian  $2 

coins,  weighing  nearly  SO  tons. 



4   INTERNATIONAL  NEWS 

GUARDIAN  WEEKLY 

August  4   1998 

Struggle  to  save  hunger  strikers 
John  Hooper  In  Istanbul   

TURKISH  doctors  were  striv- 
ing Ht  (lie  weekend  to  save  the 

lives  and  health  or  170  left- 
wing  prisoners  moved  to  hospital 
after  their  hunger  strike  ended  at 
(lie  weekend.  A   I2lh  inmate  died 

after  the  protest  was  called  off,  and 
there  were  fears  that  others  could 

die  or  be  left  with  permanent  mental 

or  physical  disabilities. 
A   LO-week  fast  —   a   partially  suc- 

cessful attempt  to  block  the  disper- 
sal of  imlitical  prisoners  —   may  also 

have  inflicted  lasting  damage  on  the 

new  Islamist-led  coalition.  The  gov- 
ernment was  widely  criticised  in  the 

Turkish  media  for  its  apparent 

intransigence  as  the  death  toll 
climbed  into  double  figures. 

Hut  under  heavy  pressure  from 
inside  and  outside  (he  country,  the 
authorities  began  negotiating 

through  intermediaries  and  struck  n 
<li -ill  which  gave  way  on  one  of  the 

protestors’  key  demands.  Sevket 
Khaim,  (lie  justice  minister,  said  he 

had  iigreiHl  In  move  about  1W  politi- 
cal prisoners  to  Istanbul  and  its 

environs  from  the  Kskisriiir  prison, 

LW  miles  away.  Ilit-  hunger  strikers 

had  wauled  the  jail,  known  as  Tin- 
Coffin.  In  be  dosed. 

flu  man  rights  campaigners  said 
the  latest  victim  died  mi  his  way  to 

hospital  from  prison  in  the  western 

city  of  Ihirsn. 

A   spokesman  for  the  Peoples' law  Bureau,  which  represents 
•mine  of  (lie  initial es,  reiurted  dial 

ID  were  in  coma.  "It  is  much  tno  late 

to  save  then i,”  be  said. 
At  the  weekend,  about  2,000  poli- 

tical prisoners  were  reported  to  he 

refusing  food,  most  of  them  mem- 
bers —   or  alleged  members  —   of 

far  left  urban  guerrilla  groups.  Kam- 
ber  Ocrkogak.  a   representative  of 

Turkey's  Human  Rights  Associa- 
tion. said  all  (hose  who  had  died 

wore  awaiting  trial. 
The  hunger  strike  began  after  the 

previous  government  —   a   coalition 
of  secular  rightwing  parlies  —   intro- 

duced a   new  policy  for  dealing  with 

Turkey's  8.000  political  prisoners. 
The  measures  Involved  dispersal  to 

other  jails. 
The  authorities  have  claimed  ex- 

isting arrangements  keep  prisoners 

subject  to  the  authority  of  their  or- 

N   Korea’s  torrential  rains 
threaten  new  famine 

5?  .a'SlF'jS 

pi*''! 

Police  in  Ankara  beat  a   man  during  o   rally  that  followed  the  death  of 
Huscyin  Demircioglu,  one  of  the  hunger  strikers 

ganisations,  and  make  it  possible  to  | 
carry  oul  lerrorist  training. 

flic  protesters  argued  that  dis- 
persal would  make  it  impossible  for 

remand  prisoners  to  defend  them- 
selves properly.  Isolated  in  cells. 

Uiey  would  be  unable  to  formulate 

political  responses  to  what  the  pris- 
oners regard  as  political  charges. 

Dispatched  to  distant  jails,  they 

would  find  it  more  difficult  to  con- 
sult their  lawyers. 

Underlying  these  concerns  were 
fears  of  brutality.  According  to 

Amnesty  International,  seven  politi- 
cal prisoners  have  been  beaten  to 

I   death  in  Turkey's  Jails  since  last 

Europe  heads  for  trade  war  with  US 

John  Qlttlnqs   

NORTH  KOREA  has  been  hit  by 
torrential  rains  only  a   year  after 

floods  devastated  crops  anti  brought 

millions  close  to  starvation. 

Officials  in  the  capital,  Py- 

ongyang, have  called  for  efforts  "to prevent  damage  from  great  flood- 
ing", saying  that  up  to  20  inches  of rain  has  fallen  over  two  days  in  parts 

of  the  country  near  the  38th  parallel. 
“Unexpected  floods  caused  heavy 

losses  of  human  lives,"  the  official 

news  agency  said,  and  "seriously 

damaged  vast  areas  of  the  country." More  than  60  people  have  already 
died  across  the  border  in  South Korea. 

The  North's  faltering  economy 

was  shaken  by  last  year’s  floods, 
which  led  to  an  unprecedented  ap- 

peal for  foreign  aid.  The  latest  rains 
have  hit  some  of  the  same  areas  as 

last  year,  including  parts  of  the 
western  rice  belt  in  North  and 
South  Hwaughae  provinces. 

Recent  visitors  to  the  North  say 
famine  has  so  far  been  avoided 

thanks  to  rationing  and  strong  so- 
,   cial  discipline.  But  calorie  intakes 
are  at  a   minimum  and  there  is 
severe  deprivation. 

hi  Rome,  the  World  Pood  Pro- 
gramme has  announced  that  it  is 

expanding  its  emergency  food  aid 

operation  in  North  Korea  to  feed 
1.5  million  people.  Distribution  is 

being  expanded  Lo  include  mure 
than  500, (W0  children  under  the  age 

of  five,  who  are  most  vulnerable  to 

John  Palmer  In  Brussels 
and  MarkTYan  In  New  York 

THE  European  Union  and  the United  States  edged  closer  to  a 
trade  war  Iasi  week  when  President 

Clinton  endorsed  a   bill  empowering 

him  to  penalise  companies  investing 

in  gas  or  nil  projects  in  Iran  and 
Ijbya. 

'Hie  bill,  introducing  US  sanc- 
tions against  the  (wo  countries  that 

Washington  considers  sponsors  of 
terrorism,  follows  the  threatened 

inijstisilioii  uf  .American  [H-iiaUics  on 
non-US  firms  that  trade  with  Cuba, 

Iran  condemned  the  (IS  moves, 

saying  they  were  certain  to  prove 

ineffective.  "Il's  nothing  new,  just 
the  continuation  of  niwisnres  taken 

by  American  rulers  to  pressure  in- 
dependent countries,"  the  foreign 

ministry  said  in  Tehran. 
As  the  White  House  signalled 

President  Clinton’s  approval  for  the 
bill,  which  has  already  been  backed 

by  both  houses  of  Congress,  the 

European  Commission  in  Brussels 

was  discussing  counter-measures.  It 

is  close  to  finalising  a   directive  pro-  1 
hlbiting  any  EU  company  from  co- 

operating with  US  courts  in  cases 
where  US  corporations  take  action 

against  them  under  the  Helnis/Bur- 
ton  (anti-Cuban)  legislation. 

The  directive  would  allow  Euro- 
pean companies  liit  by  US  sanctions 

to  sue  for  compensation  in  Euro- 
pean courts.  The  European  courts 

would  be  authorised  to  seize  any  as- 
sets in  Europe  held  by  an  American 

company  that  initiated  legal  action 
against  European  businesses. 

"This  Is  a   proposal  designed  lo 
respond  to  the  threat  of  sanctions 
against  our  companies  in  the  case  of 
trade  with  Cuba.  But  it  will  be  open 
to  the  Council  of  Ministers  to 

extend  it  lo  cover  other  countries, 

such  ns  Iran  and  Libya,"  a   Commis- 
sion spokesman  said. 

Tin’  European  trade  commis- 

sioner, Sir  lx  on  Rrittan,  said:  'The European  Union  shares  American 

concern  about  international  terror- 
ism. Europeans  have  also  been  the 

victims  of  terrorism  in  Lockerbie 
and  o flier  incidents.  But  this  is  not 

malnutrition  brought  on  by  cuts  in 

food  deliveries  by  the  state.  The 
WFP  will  also  continue  to  supply 

500,000  of  last  year's  flood  victims, 
and  another  550,000  fanners  and 
their  families  who  are  reclaiming 

damaged  land. In  a   bizarre  episode  on  Monday 

at  the  border  village  of  Panmunjom, 
a   North  Korean  soldier  who  had 

been  swept  by  the  floods  through 
the  demilitarised  zone  and  into  the 
south  was  returned  home  shouting 

“Hooray  for  the  Dear  Leader  Kim 
Jong-il".  Released  after  questioning 

by  South  Korean  investigators,  he 
was  carried  out  of  sight  on  the 
shoulders  of  cheering  North 

Korean  troops. 
In  tiie  same  village  locals  latex 

watched  a   ceremony  to  hand  over  a 

casket  containing  the  remains  of  b 

Unitc-d  States  pilot  shot  down  in  the 
Korean  war  nnd  now  returned  by 

the  North. 

The  remains  were  the  first  dis- 

covery by  a   10-member  US  team 
operating  in  North  Korea.  The 
team's  presence  in  the  country  is 
seen  as  a   fresh  sign  of  gradually 

improving  relations  between  the  US 
and  North  Korea,  but  its  neigh- 

bours agree  that  an  abrupt  collapse  . 

of  the  Kim  Jong-il  regime  could  I 
destabilise  the  East  Asian  region.  ! 

Two  years  after  succeeding  his  _ 
lather.  Kim  ll-sung,  Kim  Jung-il  lias  | 

still  nut  assumed  the  full  titles  of  I 

parly  and  state  leader,  and  specula-  1 
lion  continues  about  the  strength  of  I 
his  political  grip  on  the  country. 

September.  In  1989,  two  died  of  de- 
hydration while  being  transferred 

from  Eskisehir  prison  to  Aydin,  in 
the  southwest,  in  almost  completely 

unvcnlilatcd  nietalvans. 
The  understanding  was  reached 

amid  fears  that  the  hunger  strike 

was  jeopardising  Turkey’s  delicate relationship  with  the  European 

Union. 
Within  Turkey,  several  commen- 

tators were  appalled  by  the  way  in 

which  the  authorities  —   apparently 

fearing  funeral  demonstrations  — ■ 
denied  permission  for  the  victims  to 
be  buried  in  accordance  with  their 

own  or  their  families’  wishes. 

Israelis  hunt  drive-by  killers 

the  way  to  go  about  tackling  the 

problem." 

The  British  government  has  led 
the  demand  in  the  EU  for  effective 

European  measures  to  counter  US 
sanctions.  The  Foreign  Office  said: 
TVe  agree  that  there  should  be  a 
common  Western  policy  on  Iran  and 

Libya.  But  we  cannot  accept  US 
pressure  on  its  allies  to  impose 
sanctions  under  the  threat  of 

mandatory  penalties  on  our  camper 
nics  carrying  out  trade  with  these 

countries  in  the  oil  and  gas  sectors." 
Tlic  French  government  criti- 

cised the  US  measure.  A   foreign 

ministry  spokesman  said:  "We  do 
not  accept  the  principle  of  extra- 

territorial application  of  national 

laws." 

The  French  oil  company  Total, 

which  has  investments  in  two 

oilfields  In  Ubya  and  signed  a 
$600  million  deal  last  year  to 

develop  an  Iranian  offshore  oil  and 
gas  field,  has  said  It  will  continue 

undeterred. 

Battling  terrorism,  page  11  ' 

Derek  Brown  In  Jerusalem 

THE  Israeli  prime  minister, 
Binyamln  Netanyahu,  has 

ordered  traopa  to  seek  out  and 

destroy  a   Palestinian  militant 
cell  after  two  Israelis  were  killed 
In  a   drive-by  shooting. 

The  attack  took  place  in  Israel, 
but  the  government  strongly 

hinted  that  troops  would  be 
allowed  to  pursue  the  gunmen 
Into  West  Bank  areas  controlled 

by  the  Palestinian  Authority. 
Within  hours  of  the  shooting 

the  Israeli  army  had  sealed  off 
borders  with  the  West  Bank  and 

the  Gaza  Strip,  and  ordered  tens 

of  thousands  of  Palestinian  work- 
ers in  Israel  to  return  home. 

The  government  had  only 
recently  begun  to  relax  a   ban  on 
Palestinian  workers,  Imposed 

after  a   wave  of  suicide  bombings 
In  February  and  March  that 
killed  63  people. 

As  a   huge  manhunt  got  under 

way,  Mr  Netanyahu  insisted  that the  Palestinians  la  the 

autonomous  areas  must  also  do 

more  to  combat  the  militants. 
"We  demand  the  Palestinian 

Authority  act  to  quash  the  terror 
of  the  terrorist  organisations, 

without  distinction/'  he  said. 
The  first  Israeli  civilians  killed 

In  tire  conflict  since  Mr  Netan-  • 
yahu  took  office  on  June  18  were 

In  a   car  10  miles  within  the  so- 

called  green  line  —   which  marks 

Israel’s  pre- 1907  border  with 
Jordan — when  the  vehicle  was 

raked  with  gunfire  from  a   pass- 

ing car. 

Uri  Munk,  aged  60,  and  his 
daughter-in-law,  Rachel  Munk, 
were  killed  instantly.  His  son, 

i   Ze’ev,  was  critically  wounded, 

and  his  wife,  Eliza,  was  treated for  shock. 

Mr  Netanyahu  also  linked  the 
latest  killings  with  the  deaths  of 
an  army  doctor  and  medical 
orderly  between  Hebron  and 
Bethlehem  in  the  West  Bonk  in 

January. 

Israel  Radio  reported  that  the gunmen  are  mo9t  probably 

linked  with  the  radical  secular 

group,  the  Popular  Front  for  the 
Liberation  of  Palestine. 

Meanwhile  the  Israeli  foreign secretary,  David  Levy,  has 

demanded  that  die  Palestinian 

Authority  closes  throe  offices  in Orient  House  in  Arab  east 

Jerusalem,  Israel  Radio  said. 

The  report  came  as  the  US 
peace  envoy,  Dennis  Ross, 
began  a   meeting  with  the 

Palestinian  president,  Yasser Arafat,  In  tiie  Gaza  Strip. 

Mr  Arafat  denied  knowledge  of the  shooting,  but  was  quick  to 
condemn  the  border  closure. 

This  is  another  breach  of  what 

has  been  agreed  upon,”  he  said. •   According  to  authoritative 
reports  in  the  Israeli  press,  Mr Netanyahu  wants  to  step  up 

Jewish  colonisation  of  the  West 

Bank.  He  wants  to  build  settle- 
ments along  tiie  so-called  faypa*? roads  linking  existing  Jewish 

townships  In  the  territory. 

Ironically,  the  bypass  roads  ; 

were  built  by  the  previous  LaboUf- led  government  to  lessen  friction 
between  the  145,000  or  so  1 
Jewish  settlers  and  the  1   million Palestinians  of  the  West  Bonk. 

The  reported  expansion  piano 
have  outraged  Palestinians,  who have  seen  Israel  expropriate 

more  than  half  of  the  West  Bank 
since  1967. 
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Japan  battles  with  killer  bacteria 
Juliet  Hlndoll  In  Tokyo   

UNTIL  a   few  weeks  ago,  few 

In  the  western  city  of  Sakai 

had  heard  of  the  0-157  strain 

of  the  Escherichia  coii  colon  bac- 
terium. Now  they  are  all  too  aware 

that  this  ill-understood  bug  has 

caused  a   mass  outbreak  of  food  poi- 

soning, producing  100  new  cases  a 
day.  The  toll  so  for:  eight  dead, 

including  four  schoolchildren,  and 

9,000  ill  in  42  of  Japan’s  47  prefec- tures. In  Sakai  itself,  all  but  200  of  the 

6,487  people  taken  ill  are  children. 
It's  not  just  that  the  6ushi  shops 

are  going  out  of  business  or  that 

raw  liver  is  off  the  menu  for  all  but  1 the  most  reckless  gourmets.  Japan 

Sudan’s  youth 
face  harsh 
lessons  of  war 

FOR  13  yearn  Sudan's  south 
has  been  tiie  scene  of  war  be- tween the  government  army  of 

the  mainly  Arab  north  and  the 

black  African  tribes  of  tiie  oil- 
rich  southern  provinces,  writes 

a   correspondent  in  Yamhio. 

In  recent  years  fighters  of  die 

Sudanese  People's  Liberation 
Army  hnve  split  into  factions  and 
turned  against  each  other. 
A   week  of  forcible  conscrip- 

tion of  young  men  by  SPLA 
leaders  began  with  u   midnight 

round-up  thut  continued  until 
dawn.  Schoolchildren  were 

targeted.  In  all  some  2,000 
inales,  aged  between  14  and  40, 
were  herded  to  the  local  prison 

for  “screening*'.  Those  too  old  or 
sick  were  released;  the  others 

began  their  new  lives  with shaven  heads,  the  stamp  of  a 

new  recruit.  Those  who  resisted 
were  beaten.  Wives  or  mothers 

bore  the  punishment  for  those 
who  managed  to  escape. 

Yamblo,  capital  of  Western 

Equatoria  province,  was  called the  Garden  of  Eden  of  southern 
Sudan.  There  used  to  be  60,000 

cotton  producers.  Even  today,  it 
is  a   food  surplus  area. 

More  than  half  tile  population 
of  southern  Sudan  lives  in  exile. 
Those  who  fled  to  Zaire  and  the 
Central  African  Republic  have 

faced  insecurity,  and  assistance 
from  the  UN  High  Commissioner 

for  Refugees  has  been  reduced. 
A   woman  who  had  been  in 

exile  for  four  years  and  who  lost 
her  menfolk  to  the  conscription 

in  June  asked:  “Why  did  I 

return?  Our  Sudan  Is  hopeless.” 
She  is  left  with  only  her  daugh- 

ters; her  brothers,  aged  19, 17 

and  14,  had  been  taken.  An old  man,  too  frail  to  fight,  was 

left  with  24  children  —   nine  of 
his  sons  and  grandsons  have 

been  rounded  up.  Most  home- steads are  depicted  of  men, 

tearing  women  and  children 

unprotected. 
The  new  recruits,  gathered 

into  units  of  SO  in  “Freedom 
Square”,  were  addressed  by  one 
of  the  commanders.  He  told 

them  his  education  had  been  in- 
terrupted to  fight  for  liberation 

and  that  now  it  was  their  turn. 
As  the  men  set  off  into  the 

bush  they  marched  to  battle 

songs,  but  the  women  sang  fa- 
nerd  laments  —   no  one  returned 

from  the  previous  conscription. 

fears  il  is  losing  a   battle  with  a 

deadly  enemy  which  threatens  the 
competence  of  the  State  itself. 

The  public  is  angry,  frustrated 
ami  frightened  —   angry  over  what 
is  believed  to  have  been  an  inade- 

quate official  response,  frustrated 

by  a   lack  of  information,  and  fright- 

ened by  the  bug's  elusive  ami 
deadly  nature.  Il  is  suspected  that the  bacteria  contaminated  primary 

school  lunches,  yet  extensive  tests 

on  1,500  portions  distributed  to  90 
schools,  including  eel  sushi  and 
cold  noodles,  have  been  negative. 

Parents  have  been  enraged  to 

learn  that  key  samples  were  thrown 

away  untested  by  health  officials. 
They  also  want  to  know  why  food 

was  delivered  in  unrefrigerated 
trucks  and  left  unchilled  in  school 

kitchens  until  catering  staff  arrived 

each  morning.  Many  feel  tiie  nega- 
tive te9l  results  reek  of  a   cover-up. 

In  only  one  case  has  the  cause 

been  pinpointed.  A   boy  in  the  Kana- 
gawa  prefecture  west  of  Tokyo  be- came ill  after  eating  raw  liver  at  a 

restaurant.  Samples  from  the  con- 
signment contained  the  bacilli. 

Since  then,  sales  of  raw  liver  —   usu- 
ally a   summer  treat  —   and  raw  fish have  fallen  by  about  10  per  cent. 

The  health  ministry,  already 

under  attack  because  of  the  infec- 
tion of  haemophiliacs  with  Aids,  has 

been  accused  of  compinceiicy. 

A   special  Cabinet  pane]  has  been 

set  up.  Public  television  cancelled  a 

an  Olympic  broadcast  and  showed 
instead  a   programme  on  prevention. 
The  authorities  have  closed  school 
swimming  pools  and  are  urging 

people  to  cook  meat  thoroughly. A   banner  flown  from  a   small  plrrne 

exhorts  cleanliness  —   an  otiose 

commandment  in  a   country  obses- 

sive about  hygiene.  Hie  health  min- 
istry has  ordered  a   nationwide 

inspection  of  slaughterhouses,  and 
officials  in  western  Japan  decided  on 

Monday  to  distribute  antibiotics. The  authorities  hnve  turned  to 

the  United  States  and  Europe  for 

help,  and  experts  from  the  National Institute  of  Health  in  Washington 

will  arrive  in  Tokyo  this  week. 

Much  is  already  known  about  the 
bug:  what  is  exceptional  about 

Japan's  experience  is  Us  virulence. The  strain  was  first  recognised  as  a 

problem  in  1982,  but  did  not  bare  its teeth  until  1993,  when  four  people 

died  in  the  US  after  eating  under- 
cooked hamburgers,  There  are 

about  80  outbreaks  in  North  Amer- ica every  year,  and  they  also  occur 
in  Australia,  Africa  and  Europe.  Tiie 

bug's  deadliness  derives  from  its  du- 
plicity: It  has  borrowed  a   new  gene 

to  make  shiga  toxin,  which  causes 

shigella  dysentery  when  carried  by 
a   different  bacterium. 

This  toxin,  when  combined  with 
E.  co/i's  ability  to  proliferate  in  the 

intestine,  can  trigger  the  signature 

symptoms  —   watery  followed  by 

bloody  diarrhoea,  which  can  lead  lo haemorrhaging,  kidney  damage 

and  death.  —   The  Observer 
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Cruel  bill  makes 

poverty  a   crime 

The  US  this  week 

Martin  Walker 

FOR  MOST  of  die  hist  year,  wc  l! have  heard  of  (ho  splits  in  the  s 

Republican  ranks,  usually  t! 
over  abortion.  Aik!  one  of  (ho  most  fi 

sinking  features  of  the  political  e 
scene  has  been  the  rare  unity  of  tlie  t 

Democrats  in  Congress.  Under  the  r 

leadership  of  Tom  Daschle  in  the  ? 

Senate,  who  was  by  no  means  a   i 

popular  or  enthusiastic  choice,  the 
Democrats  have  learned  to  block,  ( 

delay  and  toss  procedural  spanners  i 

in  tiie  works  ns  if  tiiey  were  grailu-  I 

ates  of  the  Hob  Dole  school  of  oppo-  ! 
siliun  tactics.  And  in  u   sense,  they  i 

were.  Having  gnashed  their  teeth  i 

for  years  at  Dole's  ability  to  tic  the 
Democratic  majorities  in  knots,  the 
Democrats  are  having  fun  as  they 

learn  tliat  the  art  of  defensive  play  is 

to  work  as  team. 

Last  week,  however,  the  team- 
work slopped.  The  Democrats  in 

the  Senate  split  down  the  middle. 
Tire  welfare  reform  bill  was  passed 

by  a   margin  of  74-2-1.  with  23  De- 

mocrats voting  against  and  23  vot- 
ing for  the  bill.  President  Clinton  is 

all  in  a   dither,  trying  to  work  out 
whether  he  dare  veto  this  cruel  and 

callous  Republican  bill. 

Clinton's  problem  is  that  he 
promised  on  the  campaign  (rial  four 

years  ago  to  "end  welfare  as  we 
know  1C.  He  had  lots  of  other 

snappy  slogans  about  welfare.  “A 

hand  up,  not  a   hand-out"  was  an- 

other. and  there  was  one  about  “A 

breathing  space,  not  a   way  of  life". Too  many  slogans;  not  enough 

legislative  ideas.  Not  having  been 
able  to  craft  an  acceptable  bill,  he  is 

stuck  with  the  versions  being 

churned  out  by  the  Republican 

majority. 

The  Republican  bill  that  was  de- 
vised in  the  House  was  described 

last  week  in  a   New  York  Times  edi- 

torial as  ‘‘odious’*.  It  would  end  the 
(50-year  iradition,  going  back  to  the 

Great  Depression,  that  in  the  last  re- 

sort the  federal  government  will  in- 
tervene to  feed  children  and  their 

mothers  if  they  face  starvation. 

President  Clinton  has  already 

agreed  this  in  principle.  He  has  also 

agreed  the  second  principle,  to  im- 

pose a   limit  on  the  amount  of  lime 

anyone  may  receive  welfare.  "Two years  atul  then  cither  find  a   job.  or 

lake  tile  job  we  will  find  for  >’1111.“  is 

what  he  used  to  sav  on  the  cam- 

paign trail. 

In  Republican  hands  that  be- 
comes simply  the  blunt  weapon  of 

two  years  and  then  welfare  just  stops. 

Hie  ft'jmblicnii  bills  provide  little  of 
the  funds  or  structure  required  to 

give  |Kao|ile  the  ivmedtnl  education 

and  training  they  need,  while  011  wel- 

fare. lo  gel  mid  ho  Id  down  a   job.  Far 

less  do  the  Remiblicans  envisage  t lie- 

kind  of  public  works  and  public  em- 

ployment schemes  I   hat  would  be 

needed  to  give  substance  lo  Clinton
’s 

airy  promises. 
Perhaps  some  of  (he  welfare  folk 

will  respond  lo  this  bracing  regime, 

buckle  down  lo  work  and  school, 

and  become  poor  but  respectable 

citizens  trying  to  make  a   life  on  the 

minimum  wage.  But  many  of  the 

lumpen  poor  may  make  do  as  they 

always  have,  by  begging,  by  prosti- 

tution and  by  |>etly  crime.  This  rich- 
est of  countries  already  has  a 

programme  for  that:  Clinton’s  extra 100,001)  police  on  the  streets,  along 

with  the  world's  biggest  prison- 

building  programme  since  Stalin filled  his  Gulag. 

Responsibility  for  llu-  poor,  under 

the  Republican  bill,  reverts  to  the 

states,  and  the  tax-hating  slates  of 

the  South  and  West  arc  not  known 

for  their  generosity  —   least  of  all  to 
ethnic  minorities.  They  may  slash 

their  welfare  payments  and  impose 

new  rules  to  disqualify  most  welfare 

applicants — and  the  federal  govern- 
ment wili  be  unable  to  slop  them. 

“We  shall  have  children  sleeping 

on  grates,”  says  an  angry  letter  from 
a   group  of  six  Democratic  Senators. 
I   While  admiring  their  outrage,  it 

should  be  said  that  one  finds  men 

and  women  sleeping  on  grates  any 

night  of  the  year  in  Washington.) 

'Hie  bill  would  also  strip  Medic- 

|   aid,  the  subsidised  medical  service 
for  the  poor,  from  not  just  illegal  but 
also  from  legal  immigrants,  until 

they  become  fully  fledged  citizens. 
The  House  bill  would  destroy  the 

food  stamp  programme,  which  was 
crafted  in  its  current  form  by  the 

then  Senator  Dole  of  Kansas,  and 

his  close  friead,  the  liberal  Democ- 
rat George  McGovern.  There  was 

bi-partisanship  in  those  days,  partic- 

ularly when  it  served  the  interests 
of  Dole’s  Kansas  farmers. 
The  House  bill  imposes  a   9bday 

maximum  period  for  which  workers 
below  the  age  of  50  may  receive 

food  stamps.  As  Congressman  Ed 

Markey  noted  acidly,  that  would 
mean  that  an  apprentice  who  is  laid 
off  for  three  months  at  the  age  of  21, 

collects  food  stamivs  and  then  works 
steadily  for  the  next  28  years  paying 

his  taxes  until  he  is  made  redun- 
dant, would  no  longer  qualify  for 

food  stamps. 

The  Senate  version  of  the  bill 

softens  the  harshest  aspects  of  the 

House  plan.  It  drops  the  Medicaid 

ban  for  legal  immigrants,  but  cur- 
[   tails  the  services  they  may  receive. 

It  makes  no  allowance  for  the  provi- 

sion of  Anything  but  food  for  chil- 
dren of  parents  whose  welfare  has 

run  out.  No  clothes.  No  shoes.  No 

medicine.  The  Senate  bill  also  caps 

the  total  amount  that  the  federal 

government  will  pay  to  the  states 

each  year  to  folfil  what  may  mock- 

ingly be  called  their  obligations.  So 
when  (lie  welfare  rolls  lengthen,  ob 

they  doubtless  will  in  the  next  reces- sion, there  will  be  no  more  money. 

The  Senate  bill,  which  Clinton 

may  feel  constrained  to  sign  under 

the  pressure  of  Imminent  re- election,  would  affect  13  million 

Americans,  of  whom  9   million  nre 
children.  At  least  1   million  children 

would  be  thrown,  at  once,  into  seri- 

ous poverty.  Honest  workers  who 

are  sacked  in  this  downsizing  econ- 
omy will  find,  for  the  first  time  in 

their  lives,  dial  they  are  not  entitled 

to  food  stamps  to  help  feed  their 
children.  Elderly  parents  from  India 

or  Mexico  or  Poland  who  have 

come,  legally,  to  join  their  legal  im- 
migrant children  working  in  the  US 

will  be  evicted  from  nursing  homes, 

and  turned  away  from  hospitals. 
And  the  really  poor,  those  getting 

$6,300  or  less  a   year,  get  a   10  per 
cent  cut  In  their  real  incomes 
thanks  to  a   $600  reduction  in  their 
food  stamps. 

The  Republicans  have  an  excuse. 

They  take  pride  in  being  the  hard- 
nosed  and  hard-hearted  party,  and 

they  need  to  save  this  money  in 
order  to  continue  giving  tax  cuts  to 

the  better  off.  or  to  cut  capital  gains 

taxes  for  those  wealthy  investors  on 

whose  sturdy  shoulders  US  pros- 

perity depends. 
President  Clinton  has  no  excuse 

.   I   to  sign  this  cruel  and  savage  mea- 

sure. He  is  far  ahead  in  the  polls, 

and  he  is  one  of  the  world’s  most 
persuasive  politicians.  From  the 

speeches  he  made  in  the  1980s, 
when  he  helped  craft  a   far  better 

welfare  reform  plan  in  hearings  be- fore Congress  in  the  Reagan  years, 

Clinton  understands  the  welfare 
issue  better  than  almost  any  other 

politician  in  the  country. 
And  to  be  frank,  it  is  not  very  dif- 

ficult. There  will  always  be  poor 

people.  Some  will  never  have  the 

skills  or  the  will  to  respond  to  edu- 
cation and  training  and  join  the 

ranks  of  the  employed.  For  these 

people,  the  alternatives  are;  lock 
them  up.  find  them  make-work  jobs, 
feed  them  and  try  to  forget  them 

(the  current  system),  or  watch  them 

I   starve,  as  a   useful  example  and  de- 
terrent to  others. 

THE  Republicans  are  well 
down  the  road  to  that  last  op- 

tion. The  first  two  options  are 

expensive,  the  first  probably  more 

costly  in  the  long  run.  A   president 

with  Clinton’s  skills  could  carefully 

explain  why  the  second  option  is 
selfevidently  the  right  thing  to  do  in 

a   society  that  honours  work  and self-reliance. 

Rather  than  seize  such  a   nettle, 

100  days  before  the  November  elec- 
tion, Clinton  will  do  what  he  always 

does;  he  will  seek  a   deal.  He  will 

wait  until  the  House  and  Senate 

agree  on  a   compromise  version  of 
their  two  bills,  and  bargain  for  more 

funds  for  children  and  for  legal  im- 

migrants, and  maybe  for  a   four-year 
review  process  to  ensure  that  the 

states  are  not  being  too  wildly  diver- 
gent in  their  welfare  allocations. 

He  will  get  one,  perhaps  two,  of 

Washington  to  raise  rights  at  trade  summit 
Niok  Cummlng-Bruce 
in  Jakarta   

THE  American  secretary  of state,  Warren  Christopher, 

indicated  Inst  week  Hint  the 
battle  over  human  rights 

he  tween  Went  and  East  — which 

dogged  discussions  about 
Burma  nt  the  conference  of 

As i 011  and  Pacific  foreign 

ministers  —   may  also  cloud 

December’s  Singapore  rnunmlt 
of  the  World  Trade  Organisation. 

Mr  Christopher  toicl  the  con- 
ference of  the  Association  of 

Southeast  Asian  Nations  (Ancon) 

and  its  "dialogue  partners”  that 
the  United  States  will  raise 

h   lima  ii  rights,  and  that  tlie  sum- 

mit should  look  at  "the  relation- 
ship between  trade  and  core 

labour  standards", He  told  US  businessmen  In 

Jakarta  (hat  Washington  will 

also  pursue  the  issue  of  bribery, 
which  lie  said  costs  American 

companies  tens  of  billions  of 
dollars  each  yenr  in  lost 

business, 
Mr  Christopher  said  the 

Organisation  for  Economic  Co- 
operation and  Development  Is 

already  trying  to  curl)  bribes  and 
tax  deductions  for  Illicit  pay- 

ments. The  US  would  press  Its 

main  trading  partners  to  make 

good  on  these  commitments. 

Washington’s  stance  is  op- 
posed to  that  of  Singapore  and 

its  Asean  partners,  which  want 

to  keep  non-trade  Issues  off  the 
WTO  summit  agenda. 

Asean  was  supported  at  the 

conference  by  Australia’s  foreign 
minister,  Alexander  Downer, 
who  said  the  summit  should 

stick  to  trade  liberalisation. 

The  labour  issue  —   covering 

minimum  wage  levels  bb  well  aa 
child  labour — is  sensitive 

among  Asean  members,  whose 

,   tiger  economies  have  tnoatly 
1   thrived  from  competitive  exports 

produced  by  cheap  workers. 
A   report  in  June  by  the 

International  labour  Organ- 
isation estimated  that  nearly  one 

in  10  Indonesian  children  aged 
between  10  and  14  works. 
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these  demands.  He  will  probably  set- 

tle for  something  that  lie  can  say 

helps  children,  and  rely  for  tlie  rest 

on  his  growing  hopes  that  he  will 
beat  Dole  by  such  a   wide  margin 

that  the  Democrats  will  regain  ma- 

jorities in  both  House  and  Senate  in 
November.  Clinton  will  probably 

wring  just  enough  of  a   compromise 
lo  reduce  liberal  outrage  to  tolerable 
levels,  while  avoiding  Republican 
sneers  that  he  failed  to  live  up  to  yet 

another  promi-*  to  reform  weltare. 
Clinton  is  good  at  this  fancy  foot- 

work, which  helps  him  get  re- 
elected but  leaves  his  follow 

Democrats  wondering  what  on  *»arth 

their  party  stands  for  these  days. 
The  two  Senators  from  Massa- 

chusetts. both  Democrats,  illustrate 

something  deeper  about  the  party's dilemma.  One  of  them  is  Senator 
Edward  Kennedy,  who  is  gaining 

awesome  stature  as  the  last  liberal, 

the  leader  of  what  was  once  the  pre- 
dominant tendency  in  US  politics. 

Kennedy,  who  is  not  running  for  re- 
election  this  year,  is  firmly  against 
the  welfare  bill.  Senator  John 

Kerrey,  who  does  face  re-election  in 

November,  voted  for  tlie  bill. 
Senator  Kerrey,  a   Vietnam  war 

veteran,  has  been  a   centrist  Democ- rat. He  supports  cutting  capital 

gains  tax.  is  openly  sceptical  about 
affirmative  action  to  help  minori- 

ties. and  has  been  sympathetic  to 

whites  who  profess  themselves  vic- 

tims of  job  preferment  for  blacks. Unlike  Kennedy,  Kerrey  is  a 

Clintonian  sort  of  Democrat. 

But  then  his  opponent  in  the  Sen- 

ate race,  Governor  William  Weld,  is 

a   Clintonian  sort  of  Republican. 

Weld  is  fiscally  conservative,  and  n 

great  believer  in  tax  cuts  and  bal- anced budgets.  He  is  also  socially 

liberal,  supporting  nbortkui  rights 

for  women,  equal  rights  for  gays  and 

affirmative  action  for  blacks.  For  the 

moment.  Weld  has  the  falter  cam- 
paign war  chest.  But  Kerrey  married 

Teresa  Heinz,  widow  of  his  Senate 

colleague  John  Heinz,  who  wa9  a 
multi-multi-millionaire  from  baked 

beans.  It  will  take  deep  pockets  to 

outspend  tlie  Kerrey  campaign . 

The  Massachusetts  Senate  race  is 

important,  not  Just  because  a   Weld 

victory  might  help  the  Republicans 

to  keep  a   majority  that  they  fear  los- 
ing elsewhere,  but  because  It 

speaks  volumes  for  the  way  Ameri- 
can  politics  is  heading.  Kerrey 

versus  Weld  pits  two  centrist  Clinto- nlaus  against  cacli  other,  with  only 

nominal  parly  tags  lo  differentiate 
them.  Indeed,  Governor  Weld  has 

proposed  in  his  state  ju9t  the  sort  of -   welfare  reform  that  Clinton  could 

r   swallow;  60  days  on  welfare  for 

?   healthy  mothers  with  older  children 

-   to  find  n   job.  On  the  basis  of  his  vote 

for  the  Republican  bill  to  reform 

f   welfare,  Senator  Kerrey  should 

have  few  problems  with  that. 

So  the  23  Senate  Democrats  who 

voted  with  Kennedy  against  this  ap- 

palling welfare  bill  are  the  liberal 

rump.  The  30-odd  Republican  Sena- tors who  can  be  counted  on  to  vote 

for  tlie  moat  absurd  measures  to 

prevent  abortions  are  the  rightists. 

And  the  real  power  is  wielded  in  the 

1   middle  by  the  Clintons  and  the  Ker- 
reys  and  tlie  Welds,  who  dont 

believe  in  anything  too  strongly,  ex- 
cept the  need  to  keep  the  old  ship  01 

state  bobbing  along,  under  the  reli- able directions  of  helmsmen  like themselves. 

And  if  those  unruly  people  travel- ling steerage  start  complaining,  they 

b   can  always  put  them  in  chains.  They 

are  a   tough  bunch  on  law  and  order, 
these  centrists.  Look  at  the  way  Weld 

rose  in  the  polls  after  his  proposal  to. 

e   stop  parole  for  convicted  criminals. 
It  can’t  be  long  before  Clinton  takes 

up  that  vote-catching  whewe,  - 
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The  Week  in  Britain  James  Lewis 

Portillo  outguns  Chancellor  to 
secure  £3.5bn  defence  deal 

THE  BRITISH  defence  industry 
was  given  a   pre-election  boost 

by  the  Government  when  it  was 
awarded  h   package  of  contracts 

worth  £3.5  billion,  which  will  create 

or  sustain  a   minimum  of  5,000  — 

and  possibly  as  many  as  10,000  — 

skilled  jobs. 

The  decision  to  spend  the  money 

was  a   victory  for  the  Defence  Secre- 
tary, Michael  Portillo,  over  the 

Chancellor.  Kenneth  Clarke.  Both 

men  would  be  contenders  for  the 
Conservative  parly  leadership  if 

John  Major  were  lo  fall  by  the  way- 
side.  The  Chancellor  had  fought 

strenuously  to  defer  the  announce- 

ment, hoping  that  some  of  the  con- tracts could  be  pruned  or  put  on indefinite  hold. 

When  the  Cabinet  postponed  ap- 

proval of  the  contracts  earlier  lust 

month,  the  Treasury  seemed  to 
have  won.  But  the  Prime  Minister, 

pressed  by  a   number  of  Tory  MPs 
whose  constituencies  are  dependant 

on  defence  contracts,  sent  in  his 

deputy,  Michael  Heseltine,  to  re- solve the  dispute.  Applying  the  polit- 
ical arithmetic  of  jobs  and  votes,  he 

came  down  on  the  side  of  Mr Portillo. 

Tie  main  beneficiary  will  be 
British  Aerospace  (BAe).  which 

gets  the  £2  billion  contract  to  re- build and  modernise  20  Nimrod 

maritime  patrol  aircraft.  In  partner- 
ship with  the  French  firm.  Matra, 

BAe  Dynamics  also  gets  an  £800 
million  order  for  air-launched  Storm 

Shadow  cruise  missiles,  similar  to 

the  US  Tomahawk.  And  GEC- 

Marconi  Dynamics  gets  a   £700  mil- 
lion contract  for  Brimstone  anti-tank 

missiles. 

Paedophiles  who  abuse  chil- 
dren while  abroad  will  face  pros- 

ecution in  Britain  under  proposed 

legislation  announced  by  the  Home 

Secretary.  Michnel  Howard.  The 

move  comes  amid  concern  over 

paedophiles  who  travel  to  countries 

such  as  Thailand  and  the  Philip- 
pines for  sex  with  child  prostitutes. 

The  number  of  prosecutions, 

however,  is  expected  to  be  few, 
since  the  rules  of  evidence  require 
witnesses  to  appear  in  person  to 

allow  cross-examination.  Home  Of- 

fice officials  said  It  might  be  neces- 
sary to  allow  witnesses  to  give 

evidence  by  satellite  link  if  they 
could  not  travel  to  Britain. 

British  courts  are  also  to  be  given 

new  powers  to  prosecute  “foreign extremists"  for  conspiring  or  incit- 

ing terrorist  or  criminal  acts  abroad 
while  they  are  in  the  UK  This  could 
cover  the  activities  of  those  $uch  as 

tlie  Saudi  dissident,  Mohammed  el- 

Mas'ari,  against  whom  charges  ol 

inciting  racial  hatred  were  recently 

dropped. 

AN  OUTSPOKEN  attack  on  the 
Queen  was  made  by  William 

Oddic,  a   former  Anglican  priest  and 

Catholic  convert,  who  accused  the 

monarch  of  “petty  Cptholic  spite 

and  of  sacrificing  Christian  princi- 

ples for  a   "damage  limitation  exer1- 
clse’’  ,in  urging  (he  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales  to  divorce. 

Writing  in  the  Catholic  Herald, 
Dr  Oddie  said  tliat,  ns  Supreme 

Governor  of  the  Church  of  England, 

tiie  Queen  was  bound  to  hold,  and 
not  undermine,  the  teachings  of  the 

Church,  and  that  included  the  indis- 

solubility of  marriage.  “All  Chris- tians now  have  to  ask  how  much 

longer  she  has  the  right  to  our 

loyalty,"  he  said. Tlie  marriage  breakdown  of 

three  of  the  Queen’s  children  and the  “cohabitation''  of  the  fourth  had 

transformed  the  Royal  Family's symbolic  support  of  the  family, 

based  on  marriage  “into  an  even 

more  powerful  blow  against  it". 

Middle-of-the-road  Catholics 

were  quick  lo  distance  themselves 
from  Dr  Oddie’s  remarks,  pointing 

to  the  “warm  relationship''  in  recent 
years  between  the  Queen  and  the 
leader  of  British  Catholics,  Cardinal 
Basil  Hume.  Others  thought  the 
Catholic  Herald  wns  only  bringing 

into  the  opc-n  what  Catholics  were 

thinking  in  private. 
Harry  Coen,  the  acting  editor, 

defended  the  article  and  called  for 
the  disestablishment  of  the  Church 

of  England. 

UP  TO  4,000  frozen  embryos. 
from  about  900  couples,  were 

due  to  be  destroyed  this  week  be- 
cause the  parents  cannot  be  con- 

tacted. have  shown  no  interest  in 

the  fate  of  their  potential  children, 
or  do  not  want  them  uuy  more. 

The  destruction  hns  to  fake  place 

on  July  31  because  Parliament  ruled that  from  August  1991,  embryos 

could  be  frozen  for  only  five  years. 

Tlie  regulations  have  since  been  re- laxed so  dial  embryos  can  be  stored 

for  10  years  —   and.  in  exceptional 

circumstance,  even  longer  —   but 

only  if  the  parents  wish  it. Ruth  Deech,  cliairwoman  of  the 

Human  Fertilisation  and  Embryol- 

ogy Authority,  which  regulates  clin- ics holding  the  embryos,  said  failure 

to  obtain  consent  "means,  sadly,  al- 
lowing b   number  of  embryos  to  per- ish". Demands  by  prolife  groups  that 

the  embryos  should  be  given  to 

childless  couples,  rather  than  de- stroyed, were  dismissed  by  Mrs 
Deech  as  legally  and  ethically  wrong, 

She  also  announced  that  the 

authority  is  to  end  payments  to  egg 

and  sperm  donors  after  controversy 

over  high  sums  offered  to  some 
women.  It  emerged  last  year  that 

women  were  paid  up  to  £1,000  to  act as  “human  hens”  by  donating  egg9 

to  childless  couples.  The  payments 

were  made  via  an  agency  that 

exploited  a   loophole  in  the  law 

intended  to  prevent  commercial 

trade. 
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Three  of  tiie  red  kites  released  liy  tiie  RSPCA  at  a   secret  site  in  the  Midlands.  Shot  to  extinction  in 

Englund  by  Victorian  InndownerH.  tiie  species  is  being  reintroduced  from  Spain  r-nornonApi  1   p/ul  ik»hs 

Bridgewater  appeal  granted 
John  Mullln 

ICHAEL  HOWARD,  the 

Home  Secretary,  signalled 

a   surprise  change  of  heart 
last  week  when  he  announced  he 

was  referring  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 
the  convictions  of  four  men  jailed 

for  the  killing  of  newsboy  Carl 

Bridgewater  in  1978. 
Staffordshire  police,  which  led  the 

investigation,  and  the  Director  of 
IHiblic  Prosecutions  office  are  braced 

fur  an  uncomfortable  hearing. 

Lawyers  representing  the  men  are 
certain  to  allege  misconduct. 

They  will  also  point  out  that  the Home  Secretary’s  decision  came  just 

before  a   legal  challenge  lo  his  refusal 
lo  do  so  began  in  the  High  Court.  Mr 
Howard  said  in  a   provisional  ruling 

in  December  that  he  was  "not minded"  to  refer  die  case.  Last  week, 

he  said  it  was  going  back  "'em  a   fine 

balance  of  the  arguments". 
It  was  the  first  time  a   Home  Sec- 

retary has  offered  such  an  opinion on  a   referral.  The  hearing  may  not 

take  place  until  next  year. 
One  of  the  convicted  men,  Jim 

Robinson,  said  from  prison  that 

after  so  much  waiting  all  he  could 
do  was  take  it  as  just  another  day. 

The  experience  had  been  "a  terrible 

thing,  not  just  for  us  but  for  our  fam- ilies ...  it  smashes  you  up  over  the 

years". 

Ann  Whelan,  aged  53.  mother  of 

Michael  Hickey,  another  of  the 

jailed  men,  said:  "I  had  come  to  be- lieve that  the  Home  Office  was  not 
interested  in  right  and  wrong.  This 

day  is  a   victory  and  a   triumph  for 

justice.  Everyone  will  see  these  men 

exonerated  sifter  IB  years." The  men's  previous  appeal  lasted 
•II  days  before  it  was  rejected  in 

March  1989.  A   welter  of  fresh  evi- dence has  since  been  gathered, 

although  Kenneth  Clarke,  Mr 

Howard's  predecessor,  proclaimed 
the  convictions  safe  and  satisfactory 
in  February  1993. 

Curl  Bridgewater,  aged  13,  a 

newspaper  delivery  buy,  was  shot 
when  he  interrupted  a   burglary  at 

Yew  Tree  Farm.  Word  sky,  Stafford- 
shire. in  September  1978.  Had  he 

lived,  he  would  have  been  31.  Brian 

Bridgewater,  Iris  father,  said  re- 
cently: “Just  occasionally.  1   think,  1 

wonder  what  the  boy  would  be 

doing  now?' 
" 

Mr  Robinson,  now  62.  and  Vin- cent Hickey.  42.  were  jailed  for  life 
for  murder  at  Stafford  crown  court 

in  November  1979,  with  a   recom- 
mendation they  serve  a   minimum 

25  years.  Michael  Hickey,  34,  Vin- cent’s cousin,  was  16  at  the  time  of 

the  killing  and  was  detained  at  Her 

Majesty's  Pleasure. Pal  Molloy.  a   father  of  five,  was 

given  a   12-year  sentence  for 
manslaughter.  He  died  in  prison  in 

June  1981,  aged  53.  His  appeal  will 
be  addressed  with  die  others. 

Molloy  received  a   lesser  sentence 
after  making  a   statement  admitting 

he  was  at  the  farm  when  Car] 

Bridgewater  was  shot,  but  claiming 

he  was  upstairs. 

The  Molloy  confession  is  at  the 

centre  of  the  referral.  Four  lan- 

guage experts  back  MolloyVclajnis 
that  it  was  a   police,  fabrication.  A 

forensic  psychiatrist  called  in  on  the 

Home  Secretary's  behalf  agrees. 

An  interim!  Hunu*  Office  docu- ment shows  officials  knew  he  had 

been  held  unlawfully  for  56  hours 

without  access  to  a   solicitor.  I   lo  said 
he  was  assaulted. 

What  ap|>rars  in  have  swung  tin- 

balance  is  llu*  persist  i*i  ice  uf Michael  dinner,  lawyer  in  charge 

of  the  prosecution,  lie  has  written 

several  limes  to  Mr  Howard,  admit- 

ting the  decision  not  tu  disclose  fin- 
gerprint evidence  was  jin  judicial  tu 

the  defence. 

Ttui  evidence  was  jvle.ised  only 

in  191M  when  Mr  Niclml  secured  it 

through  a   High  Court  ruling.  It 

shows  police  found  two  unidentified 

fingerprints  on  Carl’s  bike,  which 

had  been  tossed  into  a   pig  sty. 

Mr  Nichols  trump  curd,  though, 
will  be  the  appearance  of  jury 

members.  The  appeal  court's  test  is 
whether  new  evidence  might  have 

swayed  the  trial  jury.  Tim  O’Mal- ley, now  48.  the  foreman,  and  Lu- cinda Graham,  36,  are  both  now 

convinced  of  the  men's  innocence. •   A   £200  million  emergency  prison 

building  programme  was  an- nounced iast  week  to  improve  secu- 
rity and  to  cope  with  a   rapid  rise  in 

the  jail  population  triggered  by  Mr Howard's  “prison  works"  policy.  It 

will  be  par  lly  funded  by  cuts  in  com- 

pensation payments  to  victims  of  vi- olent crime. 

The  prison  population  has  risen 
by  more  than  1,000  in  the  past  four weeks  alone  to  hit  a   record  55,851 

five  years  earlier  than  was  officially 
forecast. 

Ulster  talks  left  in  the  air  on  way  to  proceed 
Peter  Hetherington 

M ULTI-PARTY  talks  on  the  fu- ture of  Northern  Irelpnd  broke 

up  on  Monday  y/ithout  any  agree- 
ment on  how  to  proceed  in  Septem- 

ber after  a   six-week  summer  recess. 
Amid  bitter  disagreement  and 

recriminations  between  Unionists 

and  nationalists  over  decommission- 
ing terrorist  \venpons,  the  Northern 

Ireland  Secretary,  Sir  Patrick 

Mayhew,  and  Ireland's  .   deputy 

prime  minister,  Dick  Spring,  admit- 
ted that  progress  had  been  much 

,   slower  than  expected. 
Dublin  and  Loudon  will,  be  bit- 

terly disappointed  tliat  after  seven 

I   weeks,  pf  largely  informal  discus- 

sions, lasting  more  than  40  hours, 

the  nine  parties  In  the  peace 

process  have  only  reached  agree- 
ment on  rules  and  procedures 

which  will  allow  them  to  tnlk. 

But  they  cannot  bring  themselves 

to  approve  an  agenda  that  will determine  what  they  talk  about 
when  discussions  resume  on  Sepr 

(ember  9.  ■   ■   \ Sir  Patrick  denied,  tliat  the  tajks 

had  been  in  peri  L   While  he  would 

have  liked  more  progress,,  critics 

had  to  remember  that  litis  was  a 
process  that  had  to  overcome 

divisions  going  back  centuries. “Therefore  it, is  not  surprising  tliat 

progress  is  slow.  What  is  cncourag- 

I   ing  is  that  progress  has  been  made." 

Mr  Spring  denied  that  his government  was  fudging  over  the 

hand-over  of  weapons.  “We  want  to tackle  the  issue  in  a   practical  and 

pragmatic  way,"  he  snid. 

Rut  the  route  is  proving  elusive. 
The  Ulster  Unionists  and  the 

Democratic  Unionists  want  decom- 
missioning st  the  top  of  the  agenda, 

while  the  nationalist  SDLP,  (he  cen- 

trist Alliance  Parly  and  (he  small 

loyalist  parties  linked  to,  paramili- taries believe  (his  la  a   tactical  ploy  lo rule  out  Sinn  Fain.  .   .   , 

Unionists  argue  they  have  been 

let  down  because,  they  claim,  the 

British  and  Irish,  governments 

promised  early  discussions  on  the hand-over  of  terrorist  weapons. 

A 
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Blair  puts  squeeze  on  Labour  rebels 
Michael  White 

THE  Labour  leadership  last 
week  survived  the  latest  test 

of  Tony  Blair's  authority when  Labour  MPa  buckled  under 

and  voted  to  keep  Harriet  Harman 

in  the  shadow  cabinet  leant  that  he 

wants  lo  fight  the  coming  election. 

Not  only  did  the  embattled 
shadow  health  secretary  survive 

the  private  fury  of  many  back- 
benchers over  her  decision  to  send 

her  younger  son  lo  a   selective  gram- 
mar school,  but  Jack  Cunningham, 

who  lost  his  place  last  year, 

bounced  back  to  lake  the  vacancy 

left  by  Joan  Lestor's  decision  to stand  down. 

Though  Ms  Hannan  was  well 
down  the  field  with  149  votes,  she 

wns  55  votes  clear  of  Ann  Clwyd, 

another  cx-shadow  cabinet  member 
who  had  been  backed  by  some  MPs 
to  oust  Ms  Hnrman. 

In  Ihe  snap  election,  called  early 

to  prevent  a   divisive  autumn  cam- 
paign, there  was  scant  consolation 

fur  six  other  backbenchers  who 

defied  the  leadership's  no  contest 

plea  so  close  to  the  real  battle  with 
John  Major. 

With  fewer  candidates,  all  the 

winners  got  more  votes  than  usual 

and  women  took  top  places.  Mar- 
garet Beckett  was  again  first  with 

251,  closely  followed  by  Ann  Taylor 

(250)  and  Clare  Short  (218)- 
But  Ms  Short  launched  into  an 

apparent  attack  on  the  Labour  lead- 
ership after  Mr  Blair  rewarded  her 

with  demotion.  After  her  best  ever 

showing  in  the  annual  poll,  the  left- 

winger was  moved  from  die  high- 
profile  transport  portfolio  to 

overseas  development 

The  move  was  part  of  Mr  Blair’s 
effort  to  tighten  his  white-knuckled 

grip  on  the  shadow  cabinet 
Ms  Short,  writing  in  the  Dally  Ex- 

press, said  she  had  always  believed 
in  public  service,  and  had  not  until 

recently  faced  up  to  the  “foil  nasti- 
ness" In  politics.  She  criticised  its 

'Vanity  and  ego,  manoeuvres  and 

dishonesty". Mnny  MPs  may  judge  the  move 

prudent  after  Ms  Short’s  remarks on  tax.  the  need  for  a   debate  on 

legalising  cannabis  and  other  is- 

sues, more  alarming  to  spin  doctors than  to  voters. 

Two  key  Blairites  were  also 
shifted.  Ms  Harman  and  Chris 

Smith  swapped  jobs,  Ms  Harman 
taking  on  social  security  and  Mr 
Smith  health.  It  prompted  some 

MPs  to  claim  that  Mr  Smith  had 

paid  the  price  of  his  defence  of  child 
benefit  and  other  aspects  of  social 

security  entitlements  from  Gordon 
Brown's  desire  to  target  some  pay- 

ments in  favour  of  the  poorest 

Some  backbench  eyebrows  were 

raised  at  Mr  Blair's  appointment  of 
Alistair  Darling,  one  of  the  shadow 

cabinet  runner-up  who  did  not 

stand  last  week  —   at  the  leader- 

ship's behest  —   to  be  shadow  chief 

secretary  in  Mr  Brown's  team. Mr  Blair  is  planning  to  promote 

three  high-profile  women  MPa  de- 

spite the  fiirore  over  Ms  Short’s 
“nasty  and  hurtful"  demotion. 

Tlie  Labour  leader  is  set  to  make 

Tessa  Jowell,  MP  for  Dulwich  since 

1992,  Mr  Sniith’B  new  deputy  at 
health.  Janet  Anderson,  the  MP  for 

Rossendale  and  Darwen,  will  step 

Into  Ms  Jowell’s  shoes  as 

spokesperson  on  women's  issues. Both  are  loyal  modernisers. 

In  a   further  shake-up,  the  MP  for 
Hampstead,  Glenda  Jackson,  a 

Prescott  campaigner  in  the  leader- 
ship contest  is  set  for  promotion  to 

a   campaigning  role.  So  is  Neath's Peter  Hain,  and  Kevin  Hughes,  MP 

for  Doncaster  North. 
The  Labour  leadership  is  plan- 

ning to  isolate  persistent  trouble- 

makers within  the  party’s  ranks  at 
Westminster —   by  accusing  them  of 

being  in  “unholy  alliance’’  with  the Conservatives  to  attack  Mr  Blair, 

and  by  stressing  its  commitment  to 
much  wider  two-way  consultation 
with  backbenchers  if  Labour  wins 

power. 

The  usually  emollient  chief  whip, 

Donald  Dewar,  is  writing  to  some 

MPs  assuring  them  that  the  leader- 
ship does  not  want  to  stifle  genuine 

debate,  but  does  want  such  debate 

to  be  "constructive"  and  free  from 

personal  attacks. 
Thus,  an  attack  last  week  on  the 

proposed  EU  single  currency  by 

Labour  Eurosceptics  is  regarded  as 

acceptable,  but  not  If  it  is  presented 

as  50  MPs  attacking  the  leadership. 
Nor  is  the  spectacle  of  leftwing  MPs 

such  as  Alan  Simpson  and  Ken 
Livingstone  using  Tory  tabloids  to 

promulgate  anti-leadership  views. 
In  the  Mail  on  Sunday,  Mr  living- 

stone  likened  the  voting  to  'the  oW Soviet  Union  where  everyone  got 

re-elected  by  nenr-unaiiiinous  votes'. Mr  Dewar  is  writing  to  a   number 

of  MPs  who  “overstepped  the  mark", 

accusing  the  leadership  of  "strong 
arm  tactics"  and  "rigging"  the  poD 

for  the  shadow  cabinet. 
•   In  his  lost  pre-election  reshuffle, 
Mr  Mqjor  rewarded  loyalty  and  pun- 

ished the  Tory  Eurosceptics  pro- 

moting a   clutch  of  party  whips. 

He  replaced  Tim  Eggar,  the  flam- 

boyant Steve  Norris  and  David 
Heathcoat-Amory,  the  unexpected 

joker  in  the  reshuffle  pack,  with 

three  loyal  ministerial  upgrades  and 

promoted  a   clutch  of  ex-whips  in  a 
14-strong  mini-reshuffle  confined  to 

the  lower  slopes  of  office. 
To  mitigate  a   dull  package,  Mr 

Major  bid  for  tabloid  headlines  by 

making  Jacqui  Lait,  47-year-old  MP 
for  Hastings,  an  assistant  whip. 

As  the  first  of  her  sex  to  pene- 

trate the  boys'  locker  room  of  the 

Tory  whips'  office  she  is  assured  a 
place  in  history. 

BBC  governors  reaffirm  Bill's restructure  of  World  Service 

Martin  Linton 

THE  governors  of  I   lie  BBC  dt- titled  last  week  tu  push  abend 

with  (lidr  rest  nurturing  plans  for 
the  World  Service  after  Malcolm 

kifkind,  the  Foreign  Secretary,  or- 
dered that  a   working  group  be  set 

up  to  assess  the  impact  on  the  qual- 

ity of  the  service. 
In  a   ters>e  statement  at  the  end  of 

an  exceptionally  long  meeting  the 

governors  defiantly  “reiterated  (heir 
belief  that  the  World  Service  plans 

wniild  yield  significant  benefits,  en- 

hancing the  quality  of  services  and 

reducing  cusls”. According  lo  the  BBC,  the  gover- 
nors instructed  the  board  of  man- 

agement. represented  by  deputy 

directur  general  Bob  Phillis,  to  con- 

tinue work  on  detailed  organisa- 
tional planning.  The  chairman.  Sir 

Christopher  Bland,  has  already 

agreed  not  lo  lake  any  irreversible 

steps  before  the  BBC-Foreign  Of- 
fice working  parly  hus  reported  on 

(he  plans  in  October.  But  according 

to  John  Tuna,  n   former  World  Ser- 

vice managing  director,  the  state- 
ment cast  doubt  on  die  pledge. 

He  snid  it  showed  the  plans  were 

a   fait  accompli,  and  “casts  doubt  on 
the  genuineness  of  the  whole  work- 

ing party  with  the  Foreign  Office". After  the  meeting,  even  gover- 
nors known  lo  doubt  the  wisdom  of 

director  general  John  Birt’s  plans 
were  keeping  their  heads  down. 

"It's  just  n   change  lo  the  manage- 
ment structure  really,  which  is  not 

going  to  affect  ijeople  on  the  ground 

very  much,"  were  Ihe  soothing 
words  from  a   BBC  spokesperson. 

But  there  was  no  attempt  to  deny 

that  the  governors  had  been  taken 

aback  by  the  strength  of  feelings 

against  the  restructuring  plans,  in- 

cluding the  240  MPs  who  have 

opposed  the  plan. 

Inquiry  into  Nazi  gold  deal 
T"  HE  Foreign  Secretary, 
I   Malcolm  Rifldnd,  has  agreed 

to  launch  an  inquiry'  into  what 
happened  to  Nazi  gold  (eft  in 
Swiss  bank  vaults  after  the  war, 
and  worth  more  than  £   l   billion 

m   today’s  prices,  writes  Martin Linton. 

Documents  declassified  by  (he 

United  States  nndonnl  archives 

in  May  show  that  after  the  capit- 
ulation the  Swiss  were  left  hold- 

ing German  gold  estimated  tn  he 

worth  £1.7  billion  at  today's 
prices.  The  US.  Britain  and 
France  believed  that  of  this,  at 

least  £800  million,  probably 

£1.2  billion,  and  possibly  all  of 

It,  was  looted. 
But  it  letter  from  die  Swiss 

legation  in  Washington  in  19*1(1, 

suggests  (lint  the  three  Allies 

agreed  to  n   deal  under  which  the 

Swiss  puld  them  u   total  of £250 

million  at  today’s  prices  —   well 
below  the  minimum  estimate  of 

looted  gold  —   and  kept  n   similar 

sum. 

Labour  MP  GreviUe  Janner 

wrote  in  June  to  Mr  Rifldnd  and 

the  Defence  Secretary,  Michael 

Portillo,  asking  whether  British 
Intelligence  had  any  documents 
about  this  secret  deal.  Mr 

Rifkind  replied  on  his  and  Mr 

Portillo’s  behalf  that  “none  of 
the  intelligence  services  is  aware 

of  having  such  information". Hut  documents  released  by 

Mr  Janner  show  that  the  British 

embassy  in  Washington  was 

closely  involved  in  the  negotia- 
tions. A   letter  from  the  embassy 

to  die  US  treasury,  market 

"strictly  confidential"  and  dated 
January  1942,  revealed  that 

RcichNbunk  officials  had  deliv- 
ered 2 1   tons  of  gold  to  the  SwIhs 

city  of  Basic. The  Foreign  Office  reacted  by 

saying  thnt  Mr  Kifkind  had 
agreed  to  make  further  inquiries. 

Hie  Issue  Is  being  pursued  by 

the  Holocaust  Educational 

Trust,  of  which  Mr  Jniuier  is 

chairman. 

Major’s  tycoons  covet  welfare  offices David  Hencke 

TWO  of  Britain's  wealthiest  prop erty  developers  —   both  mem- 
bers of  Tory  fund-raising  clubs  with 

direct  access  to  ministers  —   are 
fighting  each  other  to  buy  up 

Britain's  social  security  offices  before 
John  Major  calls  a   general  election. 

Millionaire  developer  John  Rit- 

blal,  a   member  of  the  Tory  fund- 

raising  group,  the  Millennium  Club, 
has  entered  the  battle  and  expects 

tu  be  on  the  shortlist,  to  be  an- 
nounced on  Friday  by  Peter  Lilley, 

tiie  Social  Security  Secretary.  His 

company,  British  Land,  valued  at 
more  than  £1.5  billion,  is  the  third 

largest  properly  conglomerate  in the  country. 

Mr  Ritblat  is  a   member  by  Invita- 
tion of  the  60-slrong  Millennium 

Club,  whose  members  pay  £2,500  a 

year  for  access  to  ministers. 
He  is  challenging  Tory  properly 

tycoon.  John  Beckwith,  who  chairs 
tile  Premier  Club,  where  wealthy 
business  people  pay  up  to  £100,000 
to  dine  with  Mr  Major.  Mr  Beckwith 
has  securer!  backing  worth  $1  bil- 

lion from  a   United  States  insurance 

company  to  buy  up  the  offices. 

Both  groups  are  already  short- 
listed to  buy  58,000  Ministry  of  De- 
fence homes,  due  to  be  sold  later 

this  year  for  more  than  £1.6  billion. 
Confidential  minutes  of  a   meeting 

held  with  management  advisers  to 
Mr  Lilley  reveal  tliat  Mr  Beckwith 
wants  to  buy  all  the  social  security 

property  in  England  and  Wales. According  to  the  minutes,  Mr 

Beckwith  says  that  it  is  a   "good  time 
to  be  planning  a   transaction  of  this 
nature  and  size,  because  of  the 
large  amount  of  capital  available 

globally  for  rrugor  deals". 
The  sale  of  the  social  security  of- 

fices, including  the  headquarters  at 

Quarry  House,  Leeds,  and  manage- 
ment centres  in  Newcastle  upon 

Tyne,  will  offer  huge  opportunities 

for  property  developers. 
Some  of  the  more  lucrative  high 

street  locations  could  be  resold  and 
converted  into  upmarket  shops  on 
condition  the  developer  provides 
alternative  accommodation  on  coun- 

cil estates,  where  more  people  are 

on  benefit 

Ministers  have  defended  the 
short-listing  of  a   consortium  headed 

by  Beckwith  Capital  Partners  for 

the  MoD  estate  in  May. 

Last  week  after  being  challenged 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 

Labour  MP  Peter  Hain,  Mr  Major 

said:  "No  one  can  buy  access  to  min- 
isters, uo  one  is  promised  favours- 

The  planned  bid  for  the  social  | 

security  offices,  which  will  be  put 

up  for  sale  next  year  to  raise  at  least £750  million  for  the  Government,  « 
under  Beckwith  Property  Fund 

Management  with  chartered  stir" veyors  Richard  Ellis  and  the  United States  insurance  company  AIG.- 

The  minutes  also  disclose  that 
Mr  Beckwith  was  highly  critical  of 

Defence  Secretary  Michael  Por’ tillo'a  handling  of  its  approach  to 

buy  the  MoD  estate  with  another 
consortium  Involving  Hodge  pic 

Lehman  Brothers  (BHL),  an  Ameri- 

can investment  bank. 

The  MoD  was  said  to  be  running 
the  sale  badly,  with  several  bidding 

consortiums  breaking  apart  and  a 

poorly  thought  out  'shortlisting 

process. 
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‘Revolutionary’  shake-up 
of  civil  justice  tackles  costs 
Clara  Dyer   

A   BLUEPRINT  for  a   revolution  in 

the  English  civil  justice  system 

to  curb  delays,  cut  costs  and  make  it 
easier  for  individuals  to  enforce 

their  rights  was  unveiled  last  week 

by  Lord  Woolf,  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

The  far-reaching  package  of  re- 

forms, which  follows  a   two-year  In- 
vestigation by  the  former  law  lord, 

is  the  most  radical  shake-up  ever  of 

civil  justice  in  England  and  Wales 
and  will  require  a   dramatic  change 

in  the  culture  of  litigation  —   taking 
control  of  the  system  away  from 
lawyers  and  giving  it  to  judges. 

The  proposals  are  geared  to  tack- ling costs,  which  Lord  Woolf  called 
“the  most  serious  problem  beset- 

ting our  litigation  system".  Fear  of 
costs  deterred  people  from  litigat- 

ing, compelled  others  to  settle 
against  their  wishes,  enabled  the 

powerful  to  take  advantage  of  the 
weaker  and  had  an  ndverse  effect 

on  the  scope  oflegal  aid. 

Key  elements  of  Lord  Woolf's “new  landscape  for  civil  justice”  in- 
clude hands-on  case  management 

by  judges,  incentives  to  settle  cases early,  penalties  for  dragging  them 

out,  and  a   “fast  track”  simplified  pro- 

cedure with  caps  on  lawyers’  costs for  claims  under  £10,000.  For  claims 

over  £10,000,  anil  complex  cases 

under  that  amount,  judges  will  man- 
age cases  closely  mul  costs  will  be 

monitored  by  the  court. 

Lord  Mackay.  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, gave  3n  enthusiastic  welcome  to 

the  proposals,  signalling  the  Gov- ernment's in  ten  lii  >n  n»  implement 

i hem  speedily.  A   hill  giving  power  to 

make  new  simplified  "plain  English” court  rules  lo  replace  existing  ones 

In  Brief 

f&JI  ARDI  C.RA,  the  bomb- d\jI  maker  who  tins  attempted 

to  extort  millions  of  pounds  from 

Bnrclays  Bank,  has  turned  his 

attention  to  Salisbury's  super- markets, Scotlund  Yard  revealed. 

THE  Crown  Prosecution 

Service  faced  criticism  for 

“bungling"  the  investigation  into 

the  Marchioness  riverboat  disas- ter after  it  closed  the  file  on  the 

tragedy  because  there  was  insuf- ficient evidence  to  institute  fur- 
ther criminal  proceedings. 

THE  Princess  of  Wales  was 
left  bereft  of  senior  advisers 

after  Jane  Atkinson,  her  key 

media  aide,  resigned  six  months 
before  the  end  of  her  contract. 

COT  deaths  could  be  reduced 
by  two-thirds  if  smokers with  newborn  babies  gave  up  the 

habit,  according  to  a   govern- ment-funded report. 

THE  Chief  Constable  of  West 
Yorkshire,  Keith  Hell&well, 

called  for  brothels  to  be  legalised, 

saying  that  licensed  brothels 
would  get  prostitutes  off  the 
streets,  allow  health  checks,  and 

mean  earnings  could  be  taxed. 

A   SCOTTISH  judge  criticised 

the  Roman  Catholic  Church 

for  covering  up  evidence  for 

is  expected  to  be  introduced  in  the 

autumn,  but  most  of  the  changes 
will  not  require  legislation. 

Sr  Richard  Scott,  die  Vice- 
Chancellor  (head  of  the  High 
Court’s  Chancery  division),  has 

been  given  the  extra  role  of  head  of 

civil  Justice  to  mastermind  the  re- 
forms. A   group  has  already  been  set 

up  in  the  Court  Service  Agency  to 

implement  the  changes. 
Extra  resources  will  be  needed  to 

train  judges  and  introduce  comput- 
erised systems  to  monitor  cases, 

but  Lord  Mackay  hopes  to  cover 
most  of  the  costs  by  savings  from 

settling  cases  earlier.  The  reforms 
are  intended  to  dovetail  with  plans 

to  overhaul  the  legal  aid  scheme. 

Launching  his  369-page  report, 

Access  to  Justice,  Lord  Woolf  said; 
“We  have  to  change  from  a   situation 

where  litigation  is  being  conducted 

for  the  benefit  of  lawyers,  to  ...  it 

being  conducted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  lUigRnt.''  The  present  system  let 

down  everybody,  from  individuals 

to  multinationals,  lie  said.  “I  think the  Government  will  give  this  high 

priority." 

Consumer  and  legal  groups. 

Including  the  Law  Society  nnd  Bar 
Council,  welcomed  the  proposals, 

but  warned  the  reforms  would  need 

to  be  properly  piloted  and  resourced. 
However,  the  Association  of  Per- 

sonal Injury  Lawyers  said  the  pro- posals would  deny  injured  people 

access  lo  justice  and  increase  in- 

equality between  them  and  defen- dants' insurance  companies. 

Research  for  Lord  Woolf  showed 
that  for  high  court  claims  up  to 

£12,500.  one  side's  legal  costs  ex- ceeded the  value  of  the  claim  in  10 

percent  of  cases. 

more  than  20  years  Ihut  u 

priest  had  sexually  abused teenage  boys. 

AN  ALLEGATION  by  the 
failed  lottery  bidder  Richard 

Branson  that  he  had  been  the 

subject  of  a   bribery  attempt  was 

dismissed  In  a   report  by  the  lot- 

tery’s regulator,  Peter  Davis. 

Lieutenant  colonel  coiin 
Mitchell  —   former  comman- 

der of  the  Argyll  and  Sutherland 

Highlanders,  and  Tory  MP  — has  died,  aged  70. 

Almost  2,000  women 

school  meals  workers  were 
awarded  more  than  £1  million 

because  the  former  Cleveland 

county  council  cut  their  weekly 

pay  by  between  £5  and  £50  to 
beat  private  rivala  when  tender- ing for  the  service. 

THE  Government  is  to  review 
the  use  of  plastic  bullets  by 

the  police  In  Northern  Ireland 

along  with  the  RUC’s  handling  of 

marches  and  parades. 

SIR  Peter  Hall,  who  founded 
the  Royal  Shakespeare 

Company,  has  been  appointed artistic  director  at  the  Old  Vic 

Theatre  lu  London.  He  Is  to establish  a   repertory  company 

with  a   nucleus  of  15  actors. 

Europe  sends  back  £500m 
John  Palmer  in  Brussels 

and  Larry  Elliott   

THE  Government’s  belea- 

guered Euroenthusiasts  re- ceived a   much-needed  boost 

last  week  when  Brussels  revealed 
that  a   massive  underspend  last  year 

will  allow  It  to  pay  back  more  than 

£500  million  into  Treasury  coffers. 

The  windfall — part  of  a   £7  billion 
repayment  to  all  15  European  Union 

members  —   will  swell  the  Govern- 
ment's finances  and  help  cushion 

spending  departments  from  reduc- tions deemed  necessary  to  ensure 

preelection  budget  tax  cuts. 
While  the  European  Commission 

decision  will  make  it  easier  for  Ger- 

many and  France  to  achieve  the 
tough  conditions  for  monetary 

union,  it  will  also  allow  the  Chancel- 

lor, Kenneth  Clarke  —   the  Cabinet's leading  pro-European  —   to  mount  a 
counter-offensive  against  the  vocal Eurosceptic  wing  of  his  party. 

The  repayment  will  offset  at  least 
half  the  £1  billion  cost  this  year  of 

culling  cattle  after  the  BSE  scare, 
and  will  be  exploited  to  dampen 
anti-European  sentiment  following 

the  resignation  of  the  Treasury  min- 

ister, David  HeathcoAt-Amory. 
Although  Britain  was  once  the 

second-largest  net  contributor  to  the 

EU  budget,  it  fa  now  one  of  the  small- 

est, partly  because  Britain  is  one  of 
the  poorest  countries  in  the  EU. Tlie  decision  by  Brussels  to  repay 

about  10  per  cent  of  the  annual  EU 

budget  could  be  followed  by  a   fur- 
ther bonanza  next  year  if,  as  ex- 

pected, tiie  EU  continues  to  spend 
well  below  Its  permitted  ceiling. 

The  underspend  reflects  reforms 
in  the  Common  Agricultural  Policy, 

and  the  virtual  disappearance  of  Eu- 
rope’s food  surpluses.  In  addition, 

economic  aid  to  eastern  Europe  and 

the  former  Soviet  Union  has  been 

less  than  forecast. 
"The  simple  truth  is  that  every- 

one's top  priority  now  is  to  be  in 
shape  for  monetary  union,  and  this 

is  showing  up  in  the  debate  about 

European  Union  spending,''  a   senior 
German  diplomat  snid.  "We  may have  lo  go  through  this  budget 

trauma  for  n   year  or  two  before  we 

can  look  again  nl  longer-term  spend- 

ing plans  for  the  European  Union." 

Confirmation  of  the  big  repay- 

ment came  as  EU  budget  ministers 
struck  an  nccord  slashing  £2  billion 

from  the  1997  budget.  The  Commis- sion had  proposed  an  overall  3   per 

cent  increase,  but  most  EU  govern- 

ments wanted  a   freeze  in  the  £65  bil- 

lion budget.  The  agreement  pre- 

vents, for  the  first  time,  a   real  in- crease in  annual  spending. 

The  move  could  mean  severe  cut- 
backs In  promised  spending  on  so- 

cial policy,  energy  development, 

consumer  protection,  the  environ- ment and  development  aid.  Any  re- ductions will  be  opposed  by 

European  Parliament  members,  al- 

though governments  say  expendi- ture will  hardly  be  affected  because 

spendi ng  remains  below  budget. 
•   The  Treasury’s  bid  to  put  the 

squeeze  on  spending  ministers  this autumn  was  given  weighty  backing 

last  week  by  an  International  Mone- 
tary Fund  report  on  the  British 

economy,  which  called  for  expendi- ture cuts  and  no  Budget  giveaway. 

With  the  clamour  on  the  Conserv- 
ative right  mounting  for  income  tnx 

reductions  in  November,  Chancellor 

Kenneth  Clarke  took  the  unprece- 
dented step  of  publishing  the  results 

of  the  IMF's  KkUty  investigation  into 

the  UK  conducted  this  month. 

According  to  the  IMF,  infrastruc- 
ture projects  hnve  home  too  much of  the  recent  cutbacks,  and  current 

sending  needs  lo  be  targeted  for 
reductions.  "There  appears  to  lie  no 
scope  fur  tax  cuts  in  tiie  furthcoming 

Budget,"  it  says. 
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10  COMMENT 

No  hiding  place 
from  the  bomber 

IT  COUID  Just  as  easily  have  happened  anywhere —   in  Manchester,  Tokyo  or  Colomlw  for  example 
—   for  no  city  in  the  world  today  is  safe  from  the 
bomber.  It  could  have  been  for  any  cause,  for  ob- 

sessive madness  now  performs  on  a   global  stage. 
Hut  the  fnci  that  ft  Firs  happened  at  Adanta  during 
fhc  Olympic  Games,  in  a   city  currently  Inhabited 
by  more  journalists  and  broadcasters  than  any 
other  on  the  planet,  means  that  if  is  nn  event  which 

outrage b   the  whole  of  mankind.  Such  a   cruel  as- 

sault is  a   shock  to  one’s  faith  hi  human  nAture, 
eclipsing  memories  of  Munich  in  1072,  because  at 
least  then  die  horrors  seemed  to  have  some  de- 

ranged but  vestigial  connection  with  the  real 

world.  Even  amid  this  mast  commercially  exploita- 
tive of  International  gatherings,  this  bombing  feels 

like  n   besmirching  of  the  world’s  innocence. 
There  is  no  calculus  of  cruelty  by  which  It  is  pos- 

sible to  say  that  one  senseless  killing  Is  worse  than 
another.  There  are  shocked,  bereaved  and  indig- 

nant people  this  week  in  places  like  Burundi, 
Indonesia  and  Tkirkcy,  for  whom  the  events  in 

Atlanta  Inevitably  seem  secondary.  But  for  all  their 
tunny  faults,  die  Olympic  (James  remain  one  of  the 
few  practical  expressions  of  global  fellowship  to 
hove  survived  (more  or  less)  this  most  destructive 
and  Intolerant  of  centuries.  Compared  with  univer- 

sal peace,  justice  end  equality,  doubtless  the 
Olympics  mnk  far  down  the  list  of  ideal  interna- 

tional aspirations.  They  are  tarnished  in  many 
ways,  but  they  are.  In  the  end  the  embodiment  of 
the  good  side  of  (he  human  spirit  The  bombing 
strikes  right  at  the  heart  of  the  capacity  for  opti- 

mism about  our  future. 

The  most  striking  tiling,  at  least  from  outside 
America,  is  the  fact  that  this  event  puts  the  United 
Staten  on  n   par  with  the  rest  of  us.  After  the  bomb- 

ings of  the  World  Trade  Centre,  Oklahoma  City  and 

TWA8O0  —   not  to  mention  the  Waco  siege  and  the 
whole  Unab umber  saga  —   the  bombing  of  Atlanta 
helps  to  underline  that  Ideological  terrorism  is 

America's  problem  too.  The  particular  lesson  of 
Atlanta  la  that  a   violent  culture  reaps  what  It  sows, 
hut  there  are  no  simple  answers  to  violence.  And  It 
is  inevitable  dint  the  British  will  experience  some 

schadenfreude  at  the  fact  it  has  now  happened  in 
America,  a   country  that  has  been  particularly 
quick  to  lecture  Britain  about  (he  ease  with  which 

our  own  problems  could  supposedly  be  solved. 
The  reaction  is  instinctively  and  unconditionally 

sympathetic,  but  there  Is  also  a   voice  that  says  "At 

lust  they  know  what  we’re  talking  about”. 
We  have  to  acknowledge  that  die  more  seriously 

die  world  takes  the  Olympic  GnmcB,  the  more  they 

ure  likely-  to  reflect  the  world  and  become  a   target 
themselves.  The  Olympics  provide  an  instant  the- 

atre in  which  the  determined  fanatic  can  secure  a 
worldwide  audience,  inside  or  outside  the  arena. 

The  weekend’s  events  will  have  been  watched 
with  particular  anxiety  in  Sydney,  host  dty  of  the 
next  Olympic  Games  in  2000.  Australians  will  In- 

stinctively assume  that  Centennial  Park  could  not 

happen  in  Sydney.  But  that  is  what  they  thought 
about  Dunblane  before  the  Port  Arthur  massacre, 
and  the  recent  court  case  following  the  New  South 

Wales  hack-packer  serial  killings  only  acts  as  a   fur- 
ther reminder  that  Australia  is  not  immune  from 

any  threat.  The  grim  truth  is  thnt  nowhere  is  en- 
tirely safe  from  lone  men  bent  on  violence,  and 

that  someone,  somewhere,  will  see  even  the 

world’s  greatest  sports  festival  as  a   justification  for 
their  own  pathological  anger. 

The  sickness 
of  a   tiger 

INDONESIA  Inis  heroine,  almost  overnight,  a huge  question' murk  in  the  heart  of  Southeast 

Asia.  Dnulils  iivcr  President  Suharto's  health  have 
fused  with  the  visible  evidence  nn  the  streets  of 

popular  unrest.  'Hie  flaws  in  this  much -touted  ad- 
vertisement for  the  Asian  formula  of  author!- 

rarianisiu  plus  gloImJisntion  are  suddenly 
revealed.  Ordinary  people  do  not  like  the  enor- 

mous disparities  of  Income,  the  pervasive  corrup- 
tion, mul  the  clumsy  political  repression  that  goes 

with  it.  The  assumption  that  Suharto  could  lend 

Ids  country  min  the  next  century  looks  naive  or 

sycophantic:  now  (he  question  is  whether  lie  can 
survive  to  the  end  of  his  current  term. 
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Critics  of  the  regime  have  long  argued  that 
Western  governments  have  shown  for  too  much 
indulgence  for  Suharto  ever  since  he  presided 

over  (he  bloody  anti-left  purge  of  1065-66  and 
engineered  the  removal  of  the  late  President 

Sukarno.  Savage  repression  in  East  Timor  —   to 
which  no  one  could  shut  their  eyes  —   Is  too  often 
regarded  ns  an  aberration,  almost  cancelled  out  by 

the  '‘miracle”  of  rapid  economic  growth.  Now  it  is 
time  to  submit  conventional  Wisdom  to  much 

closer  scrutiny.  Is  It  just  that  an  ageing  leader 

(shaken  by  the  recent  death  of  a   much-loved  and 
dominant  wife)  has  lost  his  grip?  Or  was  there 
always  something  fundamentally  wrong  with  the 
formula? 

Suharto  clearly  made  a   tactical  error  in  instigat- 
ing the  removal  of  Megawati  Sukarnoputri  (daugh- 
ter of  the  former  president)  from  the  leadership  of 

the  Indonesian  Democratic  parly  (PDI).  Long  used 

to  manipulating  the  tame  "opposition",  he  failed  to see  that  this  would  create  an  Issue  around  which 

the  emerging  pro-democracy  movement  could  take 
shape.  Ironically,  Megawati  only  entered  politics 
three  years  ago  at  the  behest  of  Surjadi,  now  her 
rival  as  PDI  leader.  She  is  now  being  discarded 
because  she  has  done  too  well  and  might  even  run 
for  die  presidency  in  1998.  The  hollowness  of 

Indonesia's  democratic  facade  could  not  be  more 
evident.  Yet  the  real  significance  la  the  way  that 
this  affair  has  become  the  catalyst  for  a   much 

wider  range  of  popular  discontent  This  year  has 

seen  a   revival  of  student  militancy  and  workers’ 
demonstrations  in  which  political  issues  are  in- 

creasingly linked  to  economic  complaints.  Much  of 

Indonesia’s  growth  is  based  upon  lew  wages  and 
poor  working  conditions.  Though  living  standards 
have  improved  for  many  in  die  past  decade,  the  ex- 

tent of  corruption  (moat  blatantly  among  Suharto’s 
family  and  friends)  provokes  general  anger. 
Significantly  too,  the  leader  of  the  powerful  Muslim 
party  of  the  Ulam as,  Abdurrachman  Wahid,  has  let 
it  be  known  that  he  supports  Megawati. 

Those  who  have  applauded  the  Indonesian 
model  uncritically  Bhoutd  look  hard  at  the  dissolu- 

tion of  other  authoritarian  regimes  such  as  South 
Korea  and  Taiwan.  The  transition  In  recent  years 
from  straight  military  rule  to  guided  technocracy 
creates  new  contradictions.  Democracy  deserves 
support  as  much  In  Indonesia  as  anywhere  else, 
and  it  is  shortsighted  to  back  the  regime  that  sup- 

presses it.  British  sales  of  watei^ cannon  —   now 
being  used  to  disperse  demonstrators  in  Jakarta 
—   and  of  dual-purpose  Hawk  jets,  which  have  seen 
action  over  East  Timor,  are  indefensible.  History 
has  a   habit,  sooner  or  later,  of  settling  accounts. 
Suharto  has  long  had  a   reputation  for  listening  to 
soothsayers.  Could  there  be  a   deeper  reason  for 
his  unwise  purge  of  Megawati?  She  is,  after  all,  her 
father’s  daughter,  and  there  are  many  thousands 
of  unpropitiated  ghosts  from  the  Sukarno  era, which  was  so  bloodily  destroyed. 

What  an  idea! 

AMAZING!  Women  horse-owners  tend  to  prefer their  steeds  to  their  men!  Asked  how  they’d 
choose  if  given  an  ultimatum,  73  per  cent  in  a 
sample  of  1,000  women  who  own  horses  say  they 
would  keep  the  horse  rather  than  the  man,  accord- 

ing to  a   survey  carried  out  for  a   new  magazine 
called  Gallop!.  (Doesn’t  say  who  conducted  the survey:  Gallup! ,   perhaps!) 

How  many  readers  of  Gallop!,  we  ask  ourselves, 
would  still  buy  the  magazine  had  this  title  been 
merely  Gallop,  without  that  increasingly  ubiqui- 

tous shriek  stick?  The  problem  here  Is  more  subtle 
than  that  of  the  Aberrant  Apostrophe  (as  in  Apple's 
and  Cabbage’s),  so  long  cherished  by  green- grocers, but  now  spreading  like  bindweed  through 
much  of  our  public  life.  There  is  nothing  grammati- 

cally wrong  about  calling  your  magazine  Gallop! 
rather  than  Gallop,  or  Hello!  instead  of  Hello,  or 
OKI,  or  Hero!.  Uve  TV  is  another  matter,  but  nt 
least  it’s  not  Uve  TV!.  But  what  baffles  the 
Guardian  Weekly  —   which,  wo  would  tike  to  make 
clear,  has  no  iai mediate  plans  to  change  to  die 
Guardian  Weekly!  —   is  whnt  publishers  expect  to 
gain.  Perhaps  they  think  it  mukes  the  product 
sound  spicier.  Perhaps  it’s  the  sort  of  Idea  thnt 
Ploys  well  in  focus  groups.  Perhaps  in  the  ease  of 
Gallop!  It’s  specifically  meant  to  represent  the  sort 
of  invigorating  Jolt  one  experiences  in  the  saddle 
when  a   gallop  Is  underway.  But  now  (hat  the  habit 
has  entered  the  currency,  worse  may  soon  be 
under  way.  Socialist  Workers,  for  instance,  may  be 
templed  to  market  a   paper  called  Troll.  Tlmt  could 
really  shake  John  Major  (or  John  Major!,  ns  lie’ll 
probably  be  by  then)! 

A   land  split  right 
down  the  middle 

Martin  Woollacott 

WHEN  the  killing  resumes 

in  some  part  of  Africa. 
Western  countries  slip  into 

a   familiar  oscillation.  They  swing 

between  blaming  themselves  and 

blaming  Africans,  between  urging 

and  opposing  military  intervention. 

The  problem  is  the  usual  one.  It 
is  not  that  we  do  not  care  but  that 

we  care  in  bursts,  so  that  policy  be- 

comes a   series  of  last-niinute  rescue 
efforts.  Thus  it  is  with  Burundi, 

where  a   coup  has  underlined  the 
general  neglect  of  a   crisis  affecting 

a   large  area  of  Central  Africa.  That 
crisis  endangers  not  only  Burundi 
but  Rwanda  and  Zaire. 

A   partly  international  war  is  being 

waged  in  the  region  between  extrem- 
ist Hutu  groups  and  mixed  IXitsi  and 

Hutu  governments.  Rwanda  still  has 
a   relatively  moderate  government 

Burundi  has  had  a   mixed  govern- 
ment caught  between  a   Tutsi  army 

and  Ttitsi  political  forces  trying  to 
maintain  Tutsi  power  and  physical 

security  by  covert  means,  and  armed 
Hutu  extremists. 

The  new  regime  there  has  en- 
dorsed the  principle  of  ethnic  peace, 

but  is  also  calling  up  Tbtsi  youth  for 

militia  service.  An  intensified  cam- 

paign against  Hutu  rebels  is  likely. 
The  Tutsi-dominated  security  forces 

have  failed  to  distinguish  between 
Hutu  forces  and  civilians  in  the  past. 

It  may  be,  therefore,  that  this  coup  is 
a   disaster.  But  caution  is  advisable, 

since  there  already  was  a   disaster  in 

Burundi,  and  in  the  region  as  a 
whole.  The  problem  is  less  that  the 
international  community  has  failed 
to  act,  titan  that  it  has  failed  in  the 
management  of  the  broader  conflict. 
When  the  Rwandan  Patriotic 

Front’s  forces  won  in  that  country, 

the  Hutu  regime’s  troops,  most  of 
the  leadership  and  up  to  a   million  of 
its  people  fled  into  Zaire,  with  some 

going  to  Burundi  and  other  coun- 
tries. In  Zaire,  unopposed  and  not 

much  noticed  by  the  international 
community,  the  Hutu  leaders 
turned  the  refugee  camps  into  a 
social  base  for  war.  apparently  with 

President  Mobutu’s  acquiescence. 
They  escaped  the  consequences  of 

their  well-deserved  defeat  in  Rwanda. 
They  ethnically  cleansed  that  part  of 
Zaire  of  Tutsis  and  of  other  ethnic 
groups.  From  there  they  have 
struck  into  Rwanda,  killing  govern- 

ment officials,  and  have  offered 
training  to  the  Hutus  of  Burundi. 

Their  influence  on  the  Burundi  re- 
bels can  only  be  of  the  most  poiso- 

nous kind.  The  extremist  Rwanda 
Hutus  undoubtedly  see  this  as  a   war 
that  will  end  only  with  the  overthrow 
of  governments  in  Rwanda  and  Bur- 

undi and  their  replacement  by  re- 
gimes that  would  solve  the  Ttitsi 

"question"  by  a   combination  of 
killing,  displacement  and  oppression. For  all  the  atrocities  Thesis  have 
carried  out  In  Rwanda  and  Burundi 
they  must  in  the  long  run  be  more 
disposed  to  compromise,  as  well  as 
more  concerned  with  security.  As 
minorities,  they  cannot  otherwise 
survive.  The  perpetual  oppression  of 
the  Hutu  majority,  whatever  was 
tried  in  the  past,  is  hot  a   serious 
option  now.  Tbtsis  in  Rwanda  under- stand this  well,  Tutsis  in  Burundi, 
whose  dominant  position  has  only 
been  diluted,  less  well.  Hutu  leaders, 
by  contrast,  can  think  in  terms  of 
gelling  rid  of  Tutsis.  or  of  displacing 

lliem  completely  from  nil  positions  of  | 

]   lower,  privilege  or  wealth.  Some  still 
tin,  and  they  art*  calling  the  shot9,  lit- 

erally, in  Zaire,  and  parts  of  Burundi 
T   hey  would  do  so  again  in  Rwanda  If 

they  could.  This  war  is  not  a   sense- 
less affair,  or  one  in  which  outsiders 

should  have  no  sympathies. 
The  international  community 

would  have  done  better  to  have  pre- 

vented the  creation  of  a   Hutu  ex- 
tremist base  in  Zaire,  to  have 

pushed  much  harder  for  the  return 
of  refugees,  and  to  have  giveu  far 

more  funding  to  Rwandan  govern- 

ment projects.  There  should  have 
been  more  money  and  help  for  the 

war  crimes  tribunal,  which  has 1 
moved  with  terrible  9iowness. 

Swifter  justice  would  have  sig- 
nalled the  end  of  a   time  when  lead- 

ers, Hutu  or  Tut9i,  could  get  away  1 with  murder.  And  a   squaring  of  ac- 
counts would  have  helped  relations 

between  Tutsi  and  Hutu  in  Rwanda. 

To  help  Rwanda  become  as  much  b 
model  of  Ttitsi-Hutu  normalisation 

as  possible,  and  to  root  out  Hutu 
extremists  In  Zaire  —   these  should 
have  been  the  alms.  Had  they  been 

achieved,  the  situation  in  Burundi 
would  have  been  less  dangerous. 
Instead.  little  was  done  about  Zaire, 

while  in  Rwanda  relations  between 

the  government  and  international 
agencies  have  been  difficult. 

Many  have  urged  a   peacekeeping 

force  for  Burundi.  The  UN  secre- 

tary-general, Boutros  Boutros- 
Ghali,  first  urged  that  one  be 

prepared  last  year.  He  repeated  his 

proposal  to  the  Security  Council  in 

January,  but  the  US,  whose  logisti- cal resources  are  vital  to  any  opera- 
tion. was  negative  then  and  has remained  reluctant. 

A   FORCE  for  Burundi  has  been 

on  and  off  the  agendn  ever since  African  lenders,  meeting 

at  Arusha  last  month,  secured  agree- 
ment from  tiie  Burundi  president 

and  prime  minister  to  the  creation  of 
such  n   force.  Indeed,  (hat  agreement 

may  have  precipitated  ihecoup. 

Most  Ttitsi  leaders  have  seen  the 
introduction  of  jin  International 
force  into  Burundi  ns  likely  to  lead 

to  Tlteir”  army  being  disbanded  or 
reorganised  und  have  therefore  re 
sisled  it.  !l  was  n   projjosal  to  make 

the  army  ethnically  balanced  that 

led  to  the  1993  coup  and  the  assassi- nation of  the  first  freely  elected,  and 
first  Hutu,  president  of  Burundi, 

The  former  US  ambassador  in 
Burundi,  Robert  Krueger,  said  in  a 

cable  that  reached  the  press  this 

spring  that  “in  an  obscure  country  in. 
the  heart  of  Africa,  the  killing  is  pro- 

portionately vastly  heavier  than  what the  cameras  are  covering  Ita 

Lebanonl;  or  indeed  almost  any- where else”.  Burundi  wa9  suffering 
the  equivalent  of  an  Oklahoma  City, 

bombing  every  day,  he  calculated. 

Stephen  Solarz,  a   former  Congress- 
man, has  argued  for  the  US  to  take 

the  lead  in  an  intervention,  supply- 
ing everything  but  fighting  troops. 

If  there  is  to  be  military  interven- 
tion, it  should  be  the  instrument  of  a 

coherent  policy.  The  painful  evolu- tion of  Burundi's  Tlitsfs  has  taken 
them  to  the  point  where  they  see 

that  control  of  the  armed  forces  can- 
not guarantee  their  security.  The 

most  significant  fact  about  recent 
violence  is  that  as  many  Tutsis  as 
Hutus  have  died.  The  Tutsis  are 
desperate,  and  desperation  can sometimes  open  doors. 
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COMMENT  11 

The  land  of  the 
amateur  bomber 
In  America  a   nut  with  a   home-made  bomb  poses  a 

more  insidious  threat  than  foreign  fanatics,  writes 

Ian  Katz.  Below,  Richard  Norton-Taylor  and 
Ian  Black  report  on  how  governments  are  combining 
forces  in  the  war  on  an  increasingly  sophisticated  foe 

Soldiers  inspect  cars  outside  u   guruge  in  Alluntit  ns  security  i»  slapped  up  after  (he  explosion  in  (lie  j 

Centennial  Olympics  Park  •’  j*.  •r<>,uv mjc>  hip  ‘ 

THIS  lime  it  was  very  differ- 

ent. After  the  World  Trade 

Centre  bombing,  Americans 

shuddered  with  the  realisation  that 

international  terrorism  had  arrived  I 
on  US  soil.  After  Oklahoma  City, 

thpy  were  horrified  to  discover  that 

their  own  country's  wide  open 
spaces  harboured  a   threat  just  as 

chilling  and  indiscriminate.  But 
after  Ihc  weekend  bombing  in 

Atlanta,  die  shock  had  been  re- 
placed by  dismay.  Everywhere,  the conversations  were  the  same:  oh  no. 

not  again. 

There  are  plenty  of  reasons  why 

the  Olympic  attack  surprised  few. 
The  attractiveness  of  the  Games  as 
a   terrorist  target  has  been  so  widely 

reported  that  Americans  might 
have  been  surprised  if  no  one  had 

tried  to  breach  the  event's  $50  mil- lion defences,  At  the  same  time  the 
boasts  of  organisers  that  Atlanta 

would  be  for  two  weeks  “the  safest 

place  in  tiie  world”  seemed  almost to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to  the 

men  of  terror. 
On  top  of  that.  Americans  have 

terror  on  the  brain.  The  Atlanta 

bombing  came  barely  10  days  after 
TWA  flight  300  mysteriously  burst 

into  flame  and  plummeted  into  the 
ocean  off  Long  Island,  and  just 
weeks  after  a   car  bomb  ripped 

through  a   US  barracks  In  Dhahran. 
Saudi  Arabia,  killing  19  American 

soldiers.  Crash  investigators  insist 

they  have  not  established  the  cause 
of  the  Flight  800  disaster  but  most 
Americans  had  reached  their  own 
conclusion  long  before  the  first 

pieces  of  wreckage  had  been  fished 
from  the  Atlantic. 

The  readiness  of  Americans  to 

accept  that  a   US  airliner  might  be 
bombed  out  of  the  sky,  or,  even 

more  strikingly,  shot  down  by  a   mis- 
sile less  than  100  miles  from  New 

York,  showed  emphatically  that  tiie 

penny  of  terrorism  had  finally 

dropped  in  the  United  States.  Peo- ple no  longer  react  to  news  of  the 
latest  outrage  with  the  bemused 
admission  that  they  thought  such 

things  happened  only  in  London  or 
Jerusalem.  Terrorism  is  now  an 
American  problem,  too. 

In  (act,  however,  America's  ter- rorist problem  is  very  different  to 
the  one  faced  by  the  Israelis  or  tiie 
British.  In  the  US  and  in  Israel,  Ihe 

threat  contf9  largely  from  known, 

highly  organised  groups  with  politi- 
cal agendas  and  rationnl,  if  irra- 

tionally pursued,  objectives.  It  is 

possible,  if  difficult,  to  wage-  n   war 
against  Hamas  or  the  IRA.  Inform- ers con  be  planted,  intelligence 

gathered.  The  same  applied  to  ter- 
ror groups  of  the  seventies  such  as 

Ihe  Red  Brigades  in  Italy  and  the 
Baader-Meiuhof  gang  in  Germany. 

But  the  terrorist  threat  facing  tire 

US  is  at  mice  less  coherent  and 
more  difficult  to  combat,  ft  comes 

from  without,  and  within,  from 
hitherto  unknown  Islamic  groups 

such  as  the  self-styled  Movement 
for  Islamic  Change,  which  claimed 

responsibility'  for  last  November's bomb  attack  on  an  American  bar- racks in  Riyadh,  and  from  ingeniuus 

psychopaths  such  as  the  Una- bomber,  willing  to  wage  an  18-year 
terror  campaign  in  the  name  of  a screwball  ideology. 

In  the  past.  Americans  were  qukk 

to  point  fingers  abroad  when  terror struck.  The  World  Trade  Centre 

bombing  showed  (hem  there  was  no 
shortage  of  Islamic  fanatics  willing 
to  take  massive  risks  to  spill  the 
blood  of  their  imperialist  nemesis. 

But  the  reaction  of  officials  and 

the  public  after  the  Atlanta  bombing 
showed  the  lesson  of  Oklahoma 

City  had  stuck.  The  FBI  said  it  was 
working  on  the  assumption  that  the 
culprits  were  American.  The  caller, 
who  had  telephoned  a   warning 

shortly  before  the  blast,  sounded 

like  “a  white  American  nuk,M.  'Ha- 
explosive  device  had  been  primitive, 
if  deadly. 

The  chilling  truth  which  tlu-  At- lanta bombing  may  come  to  con- 
firm is  that  the  US  is  now  a   nation 

of  amateur  terrorists.  Massive, 

lethal  bombings  of  the  kind  we  are 
familiar  witli  in  Britain  may  be  rare, 

but  smaller,  often  botched,  attacks 
have  become  commonplace.  Just 

days  after  the  TWA  explosion,  a 

pipe-bomb  was  found  on  Hit-  run- 
way nl  Chicago's  U'Hate  airport. 

Barely  n   month  passes  without 
some  small  explosion  outside  u 

public  building  in  Nevada.  Arizona 
or  Washington. 
The  number  of  terrorist  plots 

thwarted  by  good  police  work  or, 
more  often,  happenstance  is  just  as 

chilling.  Early  last  month  It  was  the 
Viper  Militia,  a   suitably  menacing- 
sounding  crew  of  rightwing  fanatics 
which,  the  FBI  claims,  planned  to 

mount  a   massive  bombing  cam- 

paign against  government  build- ings. A   few  weeks  earlier  it  was 

Kelly  Sean  Spencer,  discovered  with 
four  pipe-bombs  after  an  explosion 
in  his  Oklahoma  motel  room. 

Back  In  April  it  was  two  militia 

men  near  Macon,  Georgia,  hoard- 

ing bomb-making  equipment  that 

may  or  may  not  have  been  ear- marked for  the  Olympics.  At  the 
same  time  police  routinely  happen 
on  arms  caches  that  would  equip  an 

entire  guerrilla  army. 

Most  of  Am  erica’s  new  breed  of 
home-grown  terrorists  are  linked  to 
tlu-  Pul  riot  movement,  n   loose  al- 

liance uf  mare  titan  tftil)  extreme 

rigid  wing  groups.  'Hie  groups,  as 
many  ns  400  of  which  characterise 
themselves  as  militias,  are  hound  to- 

gether by  their  loathing  for  the  fed- eral government  und  opposition  to 

guti  control.  At  the  wilder  shores  of 
tiie  movement,  adherents  believe 

the  US  government  is  irying  to  dis- arm ordinary  Americans  as  purl  of  n 

United  Nations  pint  to  lake  over  the world. 

Some  believe  merely  that  the  US 

govern niertl  has  overstepped  iis  au- 
thority, (hat  it  interferes  in  parts  uf 

lienple-;  lives  that  il  was  m-ver  man- 
dated to  regulate.  After  the  botched 

FBI  raids  on  Ruby  Ridge  and  Waco, 

anger  and  suspicion  hardened  into 

hatred  and  paranoia. 
But  the  FBI's  list  of  domestic  sus- 

pects will  by  no  means  be  confined 
to  members  of  the  militia  move- 

ment. Tiie  technology  of  (error  is  so 

cheap  and  readily  available  that  al- most any  kook  or  criminal  can  set 

himself  up  as  a   one^mnn  Baader- Meinhof  gang.  In  December  1994 
an  out  of  work  computer  program- 

mer planned  to  hold  the  New  York subway  hostage  by  threatening  to 

detonate  a   series  of  firebombs  on  it. 
(His  plan  backfired,  literally,  when  a device  went  off  on  his  lap.) 

Even  as  the  FBI  was  celebrating 

the  capture  of  the  man  they  claim  is 

And  Britain’s  new  anti- terrorist  proposals  hove  already 
prompted  concern  among 

officials  of  the  UN  High  Com- missioner for  Refugees,  who  fear 

that  they  could  be  UBed  against 

genuine  asylum-seekers. "Proposals  to  criminalise  dis- 
sidents from  other  countries 

have  renl  human  rights  con- 
cerns, particularly  because there  are  a   number  of  regimes  i 

all  round  (he  world  who  are  ac- 
tively involved  in  torturing  and 

killing  their  citizens,”  sold  John Wadhom ,   the  director  of  the  civil liberties  group  Liberty. 

The  problem  is  recognised  in n   Home  Office  report.  Same 

countries  have  no  offence  of  con- . 

s piracy,  so  the  situation  could arise  of  a   proseCutidp  In  Britain for  activities  relating  to  foreign 

countries  wherd  thty  would  not be  Illegal. 

Tighter  security  measures  nt 

airports  ard  also  part  of  the  anti- terrorist agendn.  In  the  wake  of 
the  TWA  disaster,  President 
Clinton  Inst  week  announced 
new  airline  security  measures, 

(he  Unaborobm*.  New  York  detec- tives were  pressing  »m  with  (lint 
limit  for  nn  oilier  serial  bomber  who 
has  terrorised  the  city  for  mure  than 

a   rii.-cntit*. The  Ihc  typ«-  of  device  • reportedly  used  in  ihe  Allanla 
a   Hack,  is  die  wi-iipon  of  clmicr  fur tins  new  breed  of  amateur  terrorist,  j 

Made  from  household  maieri.ib.  1 the  most  basic  nl  them  are  as  easy  t 

In  pul  together  as  a   PIY  book.  ase. 
Almost  every  week  there  are  re- 

ports of  |)i|n-b< ui ibs  being  found  hv police.  When  detectives  caught  up 

with  Herbert n   Serin,  the  socalk-il Zodiac  killer.  last  month,  (hey  fountl 

a   cache  of  them.  Earlier  this  year 
one  was  found  in  the  kukri  "j  ,i  . 

high  school  student  in  I'rovidnice. Rhode  island. 

They  way  lack  the  organisation and  know-how  of  the  kind  of  terror 

groups  we  are  more  familiar  with but  America's  freelance  terrorists 

may  be  even  tougher  to  fight.  The 
US  has  always  placed  great  faith  in 

technology.  Terrorism,  Americans 
believed,  could  be  beaten  with  more 

satellite  pictures  and  fancier  bomb- 
sniffing gizmos.  But  Atlanta  had  tiie 

biggest  security'  force  ever  assem- bled on  US  soil  and  the  most  hi-tech 

equipment.  They  practised  for 
nerve  gas  and  nuclear  attacks  and 

hijacks.  They  wheeled  out  a   com- 
mand plane  built  for  a   nuclear  war. But  none  of  this,  it  seems,  was  a 

match  for  a   few  pieces  of  pipe. 

warning  they  would  be  expen- 

sive and  Inconvenient  ' 
“Physical  measures  will  make  : 

it  more  difficult  for  terrorists  but 

wiU  not  stop  the  threat,”  said  Dr  ‘ 

Hoffman.  "The  challenge  for  the 

terrorist  is  to  overcome  the  new 

measures  —   it  Is  never-ending." 
He  points  to  new  terrorist 

techniques,  including  the  use  of 

microchips  In  bombs  to  extend  j 

timer  mechanisms,  and  the  I 

moulding  of  plastic  explosives 
into  thin,  easily  bidden  sheets. 

Current  moves  on  terrorism 

began  in  December  1095  at  a meeting  in  Ottawa  of  die  Group  of 

Seven  countries.  Thpy  gained  mo- 
mentum at  the  Sliarni  al-Shelkh  | 

.   summit  In  March,  convened  after  ■ a   spate  of  suicide  bombings  in 

Israel.  It  took  the  attack  on  US  ' 
ser  vicemen  In  Dhahran,  Saudi 

Arabia,  to  galvanise  international  I 
efforts,  lending  to  ci  ringing  decla- 

.   ration  at  the  G7  Lyon  summit 

last  month. 
“The  global  response  Is  the  ; 

orfty  possible  response  because  J you’ve  got  the  globalisation  of  J 

i   the  threat,”  one  expert  said.  ' 

Global  battle  to  be  joined  against  terrorism 
I   INTERNATIONAL  efforts  to 
I   combat  terrorism  were  placed 

at  the  top  of  the  political  agenda 
thlB  week  by  governments  of 

some  of  the  most  powerful  coun-  , 
tries  amid  warnings  that  the  na- 

ture of  tiie  threat  has  changed 

beyond  recognition. With  the  bombing  nt  the 

Atlanta  Olympics,  the  apparent 

downing  by  a   bomb  of  TWA  flight 800  and  a   sudden  resurgence  of 
domestic  terrorism  on  their 

minds,  foreign  and  Interior ministers  from  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Britain,  France, 

Germany,  Italy,  Japan  and 
Russia  met  In  Paris  to  map  out  a 

response.  Despite  tiie  shock  of 
the  Atlanta  blast,  they  have  had 

a   degree  of  success  with  some 
recent  initiatives,  such  as  the 

arrest  In  France  of  suspected 

members  of  the  Basque  sepa- 
ratist group,  ETA. 

'The  fight  against  ETTA  terror  is 

naturally  a   Spanish  affair,  but  • 
also  a   French  one,"  said  France’s 

interior  minister,  Jean-Louls 
Debris  driving  home  the  core 
message  of  the  meeting. 

Diplomats  said  the  ministers 
were  expected  to  approve  25  rec- 

ommendations for  international 
action,  including  better  sharing  of 

Intelligence,  a   crackdown  on fundraising,  and  the  marking  of 

explosives  and  other  sensitive 
materials  to  nld  detection.  Be- cause of  terrorism’s  increasingly 
diffuse  and  transnational  nature, 

calls  for  closer  friter-gwemraental co-ordination  were  anticipated. 

As  the  state-sponsored  organi- sations of  the  1 970a  have  given 

way  to  amorphous  networks  — 
especially  of  radical  Islamic 
groups  —   so  attention  has 

shifted  to  closing  loopholes  in' national  asylum  and  Immigra- 
tion laws  that  allow  terrorists  to 

operate  across  frontiers. '   Britain  is  advertising  practical 

measures  (hat  include  amending 

a   United  Nations  convention  ' 
whereby  anyone  planning  dr  • 

funding  terrorism  can  be  re- fused asylum.  It  also  Intends  to make  It  nn  offence  to  engage  in 

conspiracy  with  others  —   or  to Incite  others  —   to  commit  terror- 
ist offences  abroad. Britain  19  anxious  to  play  a   key 

role  because  it  has  been  accused 

of  providing  a   safe  haven  for Islamic  fundamentalists. "All  countries  fear  terrorism 

to  varying  degrees,"  said  Bruce 
Hoffman,  head  of  foe  Centre  for 

the  Study  of  Terrorism  and 
Political  Violence  at  St  Andrews 

university.  "But  just  as  one 

country's  terrorist  is  another’s 
freedom  fighter,  so  one  coun- 

try's terrorist  threat  is  another 
country’s  distraction  which  they 

wish  would  go  awny." 

Experience  bus  shown  that, 

despite  denials,  democratic  gov- 
ernments have  engaged  In  clan- 

destine contacts  with  terrorist 

groups — the  British  govern- ments secret  talks  with  the  IRA 

are  one  example. 
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No  ons  prospered  more  than  the  Suharto  clan  as  Indonesia  esc
aped  from  grinding  poverty,  writes  Paul  Hunt 

First  Family  takes 
care  of  business 

GUARDIAN  WEEKLY 
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FOUR  government  ministers 
mingled  in  a   crowd  of  thou- sands at  the  launch  in  Jnkarta 

of  the  Cakra  and  Nanngala,  charac- 

ters in  die  Ramayana  epic  whose 

names  nnw  adorn  two  sleek  saloon 

cars.  Organisers  laid  on  statuesque 

models,  traditional  wayang  puppot 

shows,  dancers  in  old  Javanese  cos- 
tume and  a   banquet  for  the  hungry. 

Yet  the  host  of  the  party.  Bambang 

Trihntniudjo,  second  son  of  Indon- 
esia's 1 ’resident  Suharto,  hardly 

cracked  a   smile. 

local  businessmen  know  42-year- 
nld  Bambang  as  a   reticent  person, 

short  nf  social  confidence,  who 

keeps  his  feelings  lo  himself.  Hut  it 

was  tempting  lo  Link  ids  dour  de- 
meanour uii  (his  occasion  Lo  the  car 

wars  with  his  siblings  that  threaten 

the  slinrt-lurin  profits  of  his 

enterprise- 

Hambang  is  sinking  a   cool  $1  bil- 
lion into  making  (he  two  saloons  in 

a   joint  venture  with  South  Korea's Hyundai  for  a   cost  to  customers  of 

between  $17,000  nntl  $20,000.  Un- 
fortunately his  flamboyant  younger 

brother,  Hut  onto  Mandala  Putrn, 

generally  known  as  Tommy,  pulled 

a   fast  one  on  him. 
A   decree  issued  by  President 

Suharto  in  February  allows  33-year- 

old  Tommy  to  market  n   “national 
car”  made  entirely  in  South  Korea 
without  paying  the  usual  duties  on 

imported  parts  or  an  onerous  35  per 

cent  luxury  tax  that  hits  other 

producers.  As  a   result,  the  Timor,  as 

Tommy's  car  is  named,  will  hit  the 

market  in  three  months*  time,  sell- 
ing for  about  half  the  cost  of  his 

brother's. The  ruling  stirred  a   mixture  of 

derision  and  indignation.  "An  exam- 
ple of  nepotism  and  irrational 

decision-making  on  a   grand  scale,"  i 
wrote  David  Roche  of  Independent 

Strategy,  echoing  a   sentiment  heard 

widely  around  the  streets  and  of- 

fices of  Jakarta.  “It's  a   joke.  They 
import  a   totally  built-up  car,  sell  it  lo- 

cally and  pocket  the  tax  break,” fumed  an  Indonesian  bumness 

consultant. 

Far  more  is  at  stake  than  Bam- 

bang’s  or  Tommy's  profit  margins. 
The  saga  of  the  national  car  has 
turned  an  unflattering  spotlight  on 

affairs  at  the  heart  of  a   family  dy- 
nasty that  now  shapes  the  fate  of. 

190  million  people  in  the  world's 
fourth  most  populous  state,  sprawl- 

ing across  13,000  islands,  two  time 
zones  and  a   vast  wealth  of  natural 

resources. 

The*  controversy  could  hardly 
have  surfaced  nt  a   more  sensitive 

time.  An  announcement  Iasi  month 

that  President  Suharto  would  fly  to 

Europe  for  medical  checks  sufficed 

to  drop  the  Jakarta  stock  exchange 

2.3  per  cent,  a   sobering  jolt  for  a 
market  that  had  been  lop  of  the 

pups  among  emerging  markets  over 

much  of  the  past  slk  months. 
The  death  In  April  of  his  wife  of 

-18  years  —   and  his  closest  confi- 
dante —   only  underlined  Mr 

Suhurto's  own  advancing  years. 

After  three  decades  of  irou-fisted 

rule,  trading  democracy  for  order 

and  economic  development,  the 

president,  in  the  lime-honoured  tra- 
dition of  Javanese  nionarclis,  shows 

no  sign  of  surrendering  power  or  re- 
vealing whom  he  would  pick  as  his 

heir  should  circumstances  force 

him  to  do  so. 

“People  are  jittery,"  observes 
Rjzal  Ramli.  an  economist  and  con- 

sultant. “Power  has  increasingly 
been  centralised  round  one  man,  so 

the  possibility  of  change  creates  a 

lot  of  uncertainly." Hanging  In  the  balance  are  the 
economic  and  social  achievements 

on  which  Mr  Suharto  has  staked  his 

claim  to  a   place  in  history.  Out  of 

the  political  chaos  and  decay  be- 

queathed by  Sukarno,  the  charis- 
matic first  president  of  independent 

Indonesia  he  forced  out  of  power, 

Mr  Suharto  has  forged  the  basis  of 

a   prosperous  future. 
In  the  Inal  30  years,  Indonesia  has 

struggled  out  of  grinding  poverty 

into  the  lower  ranks  of  the  world’s middle-income  countries,  notching 

up  enviable  growth  and  seemingly 
destined  for  ever  more  spectacular 

results.  “The  average  Indonesian 
knows  lie  is  better  off  than  he  was 

five  years  ago  and  stands  to  be  bet- 

ter off  in  five  years’  time."  notes 
IMG  Barings’  Bill  Rolph. 

No  one  has  prospered  more  than 

the  first  family.  The  international 

airjKirt  you  land  at  was  built  by 

Bainbang,  Indonesian  analysts  ex- 

plain, mapping  out  the  dimensions 

of  one  of  the  world’s  biggest  busi- 
ness empires,  with  tentacles  stretch- 

ing to  every  corner  of  the  economy. 
The  onward  domestic  flight  you 

take  is  likely  to  be  on  the  airline 

owned  by  Tommy,  or  the  cab  you 
take  into  the  city  may  belong  to 

eldest  daughter  Sid  Hanliyanti  Ruk- 
mana,  known  as  Mbak  (sister) 
Tutul.  The  toll  road  that  takes  you 

into  the  city  was  built  by  her. 

Eat  noodles  or  drink  Jakarta’s 
bottled  water,  smoke  a   krttek  (In- 

donesia’s clove  cigarette),  buy  a 

mobile  phone  or  a   Mercedes,  watch 
three  of  the  five  television  channels, 

stay  in  Jakarta's  Grand  Hyatt,  one  of its  smartest  hotels,  or  shop  in  the 

mall  downstairs  and  you  are  con- 
tributing in  some  way  to  a   business 

either  owned  by  the  family  or  by 

one  of  a   tiny  group  of  Chinese  busi- 

ness magnates  whose  conglomer-  1 ates  are  entwined  with  theirs. 

Starting  out  from  a   modest  trad- 
ing company  set  up  by  Bambang  IS 

years  or  so  ago,  the  children  now 
market  crude  oil,  run  gas  pipelines, 

ship  liquefied  natural  gas  and  build 
billion-dollar  petrochemical  plants. 

F-16  fighters  purchased  from  the 
US  are  said  to  have  come  in  through 

one  family  enterprise,  the  export  of 

birds'  nests  for  Chinese  soup  go  out 

through  another. 
“Are  they  the  richest  people  In 

the  world?  No  one  knows,"  con- 
cludes a   financial  analyst.  One  esti- 
mate suggests  they  now  control 

assets  of  $5  billion,  another  attrib- 
uted to  the  CIA  suggests  the  figure 

should  be  $30  billion.  “It  wouldn't 
surprise  me,"  the  analyst  shrugs. 

IjQcal  researchers  tracing  the 

confusing  web  of  interests  believe 

n, 'infixing  is  involved  in  at  least  140 

companies,  with  net  worth  of  $1.2 

billion,  and  Tutul  has  links  to  100 

coniixmics  with  even  higher  net 
worth  nf  $2  billion.  Tommy  came  in 

n   distant  third,  linked  to  70  compa- 
nies, with  net  worth  of  some 

$600  million. 

The  children’s  dazzling  business 
successes  arc  a   political  headache. 
An  acute  difficulty  confronting  Mr 

Suharto  os  he  ponders  the  possible 

I   candidates  to  succeed  him,  is  find- 

Money  talks . .   .   businessmen  in  downtown  Jakarta’s  skyscrapers 
are  following  the  succession  debate  closely  photo;  serqjo  do  ran  res 

ing  anyone  sufficiently  loyal  and 

forceful  to  protect  the  family’s  inter- 
ests from  the  pressures  most  In- 

donesians predict  will  break  them 

up  or  at  least  redistribute  big 

chunks. An  outpouring  of  popular  support 

for  ex-president  Sukarno's  daughter 
Megawati  in  recent  weeks  starkly 

underlines  the  problem.  Her  mod- 
est manners  and  unpretentious  style 

is  meat  and  drink  to  struggling 

workers  and  ambitious  middle 

classes,  weary  of  pervasive  corrup- 
tion and  nursing  long-smouldering 

resentment  over  tire  privileges  of 

the  children. 

Heavy-handed  military  measures 

against  Megawati  have  badly  back- 
fired, and  served  only  to  enhance 

her  popularity.  “Never  before  in  the 
history  of  the  New  Order  has  there 
been  such  widespread  support  for 

an  opposition  figure,"  warns  Rizal 
Ramli.  the  economics  analyst. 

LOCAL  and  foreign  business- 
men are  now  keenly  conscious 

that  the  government’s  han- dling of  this  issue  casts  a   shadow 

over  the  performance  of  the  econ- 
omy. Sitting  in  Jakarta  skyscrapers  a 

few  miles  from  the  action,  bankers 

and  businessmen  were  unaware  of 

the  beating  administered  by  troops 

lo  pro-Megawati  demonstrators  ear- 
lier this  month.  A   prompt  dip  on  the 

Jakarta  slock  exchange,  however, 

left  no  doubt  of  the  impact  of  CNN 

film  of  the  event  on  investors 

overseas. 
Growing  dependence  on  foreign 

funds  to  finance  Indonesia's  deficits 
leaves  the  economy  more  vulnera- 

ble to  investor  confidence  than  even 

a   decade  ago.  “Capital  inflows 

quickly  could  become  capital  out- 

flows, putting  pressure  on  the  econ- 
omy," tiie  latest  World  Bank  report 

drily  observes. If  Mr  Suharto  and  his  children 

are  sensitive  to  such  concerns,  they 

do  not  much  show  it.  Far  from  slow- 

ing down  their  accumulation  of  pro- 
jects and  businesses,  the  children 

appear  to  be  accelerating  it 

And  popular  dissent  on  the 
streets  of  Indonesian  cities  would 

matter  less  to  the  business  commu- 
nity if  it  were  not  for  the  hairline 

cracks  that  hawk-eyed  analysts  now 
detect  in  the  structure  of  the  New 

Order  establishment  as  a   result  of 

sibling  rivalry  over  die  spoils  of 

development 
The  national  car  is  a   case  in  point 

Bambang,  less  than  pleased  at 

Tommy’s  coup,  lobbied  for  identical 

privileges,  to  no  avail.  Tutut  also  re- 
portedly Jumped  into  the  fray,  pitch- 

ing for  a   car  venture  of  her  own. 
Indonesia  would  soon  have  six  na- 

tional cars,  local  wags  joked,  one  for 

each  of  Mr  Suharto’s  offspring. 

Japanese  car  manufacturers  who 
hitherto  have  dominated  the  market 
and  American  manufacturers  trying 
to  break  into  it  are,  not  surprisingly, 

unamused.  The  Japanese,  in  particu- 

lar, may  have  thought  the  $1  billion 
worth  of  annual  aid  that  their 

country  gives  might  have  earned  a 
more  sympathetic  hearing.  Both  are 

tiireatening  to  fight  the  case  in  the 
World  Trade  Organisation. 

The  issue  is  even  less  amusing 

for  Indonesians,  who  are  particu- 

larly troubled  by  the  lack  of  sound 
advice  offered  to  the  president  and 
the  controversial  decisions  coming 

down  from  him.  “We  feel  what  is  at 
stake  is  our  national  survival.  The 

format  of  the  New  Order  designed 

to  answer  the  challenges  of  the 

19G0s  and  1970s  is  no  longer  capa- 

ble of  dealing  with  challenges 

ahead,"  asserts  Dewi  Fortuna 

Anwar,  a   political  scientist.  "Presi- dent Suharto  has  done  something 

quite  spectacular.  It  is  unfortunate 
his  rather  short-sighted  favours  for 
immediate  family  members  could 

actually  undermine  the  good  things 

he  has  done.”  . 

Bank  spends 

$12m  to  avoid 
new  Barings Mark  Milner   

THE  Bank  of  England  last  week 
unveiled  an  $12  millioii-n-yeur 

package  of  measures  intended  to 

boost  its  supervision  and  surveil- 
lance operations  in  tiie  wake  of  the 

Barings  investment  bank  collapse. 

The  Bank's  deputy  governor, 

Howard  Davies,  said  he  believed 

the  reforms  would  make  it  “more 
likely"  that  the  Bunk  would  be  able 

to  detect  problems  such  as  the  one 

that  brought  down  Barings.  But  it 
did  not  mean  that  bank  failures 
were  a   thing  of  the  past. 

No  system  could  prevent  bank 

failures,  he  9aid.  “Banks  are  in  the business  of  taking  risks.  If  they  did 

not,  there  would  be  no  point  in 

having  them.  The  aim  is  to  create  a 

banking  supervision  system  which, 

as  far  as  possible,  reduces  the  risk  of 

the  failure  of  individual  institutions." 
The  Bank’s  proposals  are  based 

on  a   report  from  consultants  Arthur 
Andersen  that  looked  at  how  the 
Bank  conducts  its  supervisory  and 

surveillance  functions.  The  report, 

which  followed  a   nine-month  study, 

concluded  that  while  the  Bank 

should  keep  its  existing  system 

“where  supervisors  exercise  in- 

formed judgement  within  improved 

standards  and  guidelines",  a   series of  reforms  should  be  implemented. 

These  included  more  resources, 
which  could  mean  an  additional  100 

new  posts  to  add  to  the  existing  385 
in  the  division,  including  up  to  45 

more  supervisors;  better  training; 

more  effective  use  of  information 

technology,  and  tighter  links  be- tween the  aims  of  supervision  and 

the  process  by  which  it  was  carried 
out. 

A   key  part  of  the  reform  pro- gramme will  be  a   risk  assessment 

model,  now  being  tested,  which  will 
allow  supervisors  to  draw  up  what 

Mr  DavieB  described  as  a   "risk map"  of  individual  institutions. 

A   spokesman  for  the  Treasury 
said;  The  Bank  believes  it  can 
afford  the  increase  [in  supervisory 

costsl  from  within  existing  re- 
sources over  tiie  next  two  years 

because  of  savings  elsewhere.  Tiie 

[cost]  implications  for  later  years 

will  be  addressed  nearer  the  time." 
Labour’s  City  spokesman,  Alistair 

Darling,  gave  the  reform  package  a 
i   guarded  welcome,  while  warning 

that  there  was  a   limit  to  what  the 

:   Bank  of  England,  as  the  regulator, 

could  do. 

FOREIGN  EXCHANGES 
Sterling  rate* July  29 

Australia  1.9766-1.9787. 

Austria  18.22-16.23 

Belgian  4702-47.66 

Canada  2.1376-2.1389 

Danmark  6.90-8.90 

Fiance  7.82-7.B2 
Germany  '   2.3062-20077 

Hong  Kang  12.04-1 2.05 Ireland  0.9618-0.9630 

Italy  2,376-2,378 

Japan  108.84-168,69 
Netherlands  2.6881-2.6907 

New  Zealand  2.2413-2.2436 

Norway 

Portugal 

Spain 

Sweden 
BwUzwIand 

USA 

ECU 

9.92-9.94 

237.24-237.47 

196.32-196.43 1023-10.25 

1.8787-1.8817 
1.5677-1.5682 

1.2260-1.2268 

Sterlli.. . — 

July  23 

1.8589-1.9810 

16.20-18.2t 47.46-47.C0 
2.1180-2.1207 

&88-P.8S  ■ 
7.79-7.80 

2.3026-2.3044 
1 1 .98-1 1 .99 

C1.e6lM.fl884 

2.334-2.337 
 ' 

168.80-1 87.0
3 ' 26848-2.6866 
 1 

2.2270-2.2308
  ' 

8-89-9.91 

230.70-238.98
 

194 ,4 9-194.72 

10.21.10-23  : 

1.0727-1-8760  
■ 

1^495-1-6602 
1.2202-1-2213 
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Somber  Atlanta  Reels  in  Wake  of  Bomb 
William  Glides  In  Atlanta 

THE  ’round-the-clock celebra- 

tion in  Centennial  Olympics 

Park  and  in  the  downtown 

streets  here  gave  way  early  on 

Saturday  morning  and  throughout 

the  day  to  an  eerie  stillness  punc- 
tuated by  the  sound  of  sirens  and 

surveillance  helicopters.  On  the 

ninth  day  of  the  Olympic  Games, 

rain  and  gray  skies  heightened  the 
somber  feeling  that  cloaked  this 
onee-Joyfol  city. 

The  park,  n   gathering  place  for  the 

public  that  had  been  jam-packed  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  the  Games, 

stood  empty  and  several  square 
blocks  nearby  were  sealed  off  as 

police  took  tight  control.  Yellow 
crime-scene  tape  blocked  access  to 

the  jiark  ami  barricades  wore  erected 
in  the  surrounding  rain-glistened 

si  reels,  which  iw-iv  strewn  with  de- 
bris that  otherwise  would  have  been 

removed  by  cleaning  crews. “It’s  not  going  to  stop  anything, 

but  it’s  going  to  quell  the  spirit.” >ai«l  Kevin  Church  of  nearby  Stone 

Mountain,  a   street  vemlur  on  Inter- 

national Boulevard  one  block  from 
the  1 -x plosion,  who  reflected  the 

mood  of  a   heartbroken  city.  “It’s  def- initely a   sol  I   wick.  ItV  ymir  worst 
fear.  The  spirit  was  growing  —   it 

really  was.  1   love  it  here.  1   hope 

when  people  think  of  Atlanta  they 

won't  think  of  tin-  explosion." 
When  people  think  of  the  Munich 

Olympics,  they  often  think  first  of 
the  September  11171*  tragedy  that 
resulted  in  the  deaths  of  11  Israeli 
athletes  and  conches  after  the 

stunning  of  the  relatively  lightly 

guarded  Olympic  Village  by  Pales- 
tinian terrorists.  That  massacre 

changed  forever  the  way  Olympics 

and  other  international  events  were 
staged,  heightening  security  to  the 
extent  that  the  Olympic  Village  at 

Georgia  Tech  is  virtually  a   prison  to 

protect  against  guerrilla  barbarism. 

No  one  here  equated  the  explo- 
sion with  the  massacre  of  the  Israelis 

in  1972.  “It  could  have  been  a   lot 

worse,"  Church  said.  “Athletes  could 

have  been  involved.”  Still,  residents, 
visitors  and  athletes  seemed  dazed. 
Thousands  who  were  not  at 

Olympic  venues  walked  somberly 
through  those  city  streets  still  open 

lo  pedestrians,  c   Iriu-r-.  >|ikm|  behind 
police  bni  i   icadr-s.  simply  looking 
down  hilmml  fount  Boulevard, 
which  had  been  1   coining  with  |nh 

pk*  and  now  was  scaled  off  and 
starkly  empty. 

“You  look  down  flu-re  and  ymi 

look  up  tin iv,"  said  lion  Summer- 
liu.  pointing  to  tin-  stn-ei  clogged 

with  people  behind  him  while  he 

stood  at  a   barricade  facing  flic-  va- 
cant blocks.  "1  said.  Tliui's  got  to  be 

where  the  park  is.  where  the  bomb 

was.'  It  got  my  attention." Atlantans  consider  these 

Olympics  distinctly  their  own.  be- cause so  many  of  them  took  part  in 

the  preparation,  and  now  their  pride 
has  been  wounded,  their  disappoint- 

ment openly  apparent.  The  park  it- self was  conceived  as  a   place  not 

only  where  people  from  around  the 
world  could  gather,  but  also  where 

Atlantans  could  offer  what  they  con- sider their  unique  hospitality. 

AD.  Frazier,  a   top  official  with the  Atlanta  Committee  for  the 

Olympic  Games,  described  the 
spirit  of  both  Atlantans  and  visitors 

from  around  tin-  world  as  ■'palpable" and  “astonishingly  positive."  Hilly 

Payne,  head  of  \C< »G.  told  n- pori'-rs.  "We  must  rejuvenate  the 

spirit  of  Ailaniii."  Leim-imial 

Olympic  Park  was  Paynes  hrain- 
•■liild.  a   place  whi  n-  i-v-ryme  *oifid 
gailk-r  free  of  charge  and  celebrate 

the  Games.  The  sin.-  featured  corpo- 
rate exhibits,  concerts  mu  I   informal 

camaraderie,  happy  con versni ions 
among  strangers,  the  exchanging  of 

pins  —   a   common  practice  in  inter- 
national sport*  events.  Payne  envi- 

sioned the  park  as  the  heart  of  the 

Games  —   and  that's  what  it  was until  1:20  a.m.  on  Saturday,  when 

the  explosion  literally  rocked  the 

neighborhood. A   sense  of  urgency  but  not  panic 

ensued  as  people  were  ordered  out 

of  the  area  by  police.  Hundreds  al- 

ready were  leaving  of  their  own  ac- cord. some  pausing  only  to  find 
friends  or  relatives  from  whom  they 

had  been  momentarily  separated. 

In  many  instances,  vendors 

within  a   block  or  two  of  the  explo- sion ordered  their  employees  to 

I'-ave  imuH'diali-ly  and  closed  their 

i-stabli  si  mm  us  themselves  as  police 

swept  through  in  ensure  that  til** urea  was  being  vacated  completely. 

Ironically,  tiie  explosion  was  pos- 

sible because  of  the  park's  easy  nc- ci--..  v.lmli  Payne  intended  so  that 

people  might  get  together  easily 
and  Atlanta  c«mld  help  define  itself 

as  a   friendly  place  lo  heighten  its 
profile  in  ter  nationally.  The  park  is 

in  no  way  secured  like  the  venues, 
and  stands  starkly  in  contrast  to  the fortress-like  Olympic  Village. 

Won  Stallworth,  a   building  engi- 
neer who  lives  in  nearby  Haralson 

County,  stood  in  n   garage  doorway 
in  the  cordoned-off  area,  surveying 

the  surreal  scene.  “People  are 

angry,"  he  said.  "They're  a   little 
upseL  But  1   don't  think  it's  going  to 

stop  'em.  They're  going  about  busi- ness in  as  normal  a   way  as  possible. 

"The  Olympics  are  very  special  to 

them  because  that’s  where  all  the 

people  come  together,”  Stallworth said,  sensing  that  the  terror  would 
fail  to  destroy  the  momentum  of  life 
that’s  been  a   part  of  these  Games. 

Explosion  Reveals  Chinks  in  the  Armor 
Thomas  Heath  In  Atlanta 

ABOUT  I   a.m.  on  Saturday,  the 
Atlanta  Police  Department  re- 

ceived a   bomb  threat  from  a   down- 

town pay  phone.  Target:  Centennial 

Olympics  Park. At  the  same  time,  across  town,  n 

Georgia  Bureau  of  Investigation 
agent  found  n   suspicious  green 

duffle  bag  and  called  bomb  experts. 

During  tiie  next  20  minutes,  hun- 
dreds of  people  milled  about  the 

urea  where  the  bag  was  located. 

Then  the  bomb,  made  of  three  gal- 

vanized pipes  wired  to  a   timer,  ex- 
ploded in  a   min  of  nails  as  the  area 

was  being  cleared,  killing  one  per- 

son mid  injuring  111  others.  A   tele- vision enmeraman  also  died  of  a 

heart  attack  while  rushing  to  cover 
the  incident.  , 

Saturday's  explosion  highlights 

the  nagging  vulnerabilities  in  the massive  Olympics  security  system, 

which  cost  $227  million  ajid.in-' 

eludes  30,000  law  enforcement  per- 

sonnel policing  the  largest  peace- 
time event  in  history.  In  this  case, 

the  warning  from  the  911  call  may 

not  have  been  passed  through  the 

various  layers  of  communication  in 

a   speedy  manner. 
"There  was  a . . .   delay  before  [tiie 

911]  information  was  passed  on," 
said  Woody  Johnson,  FBf  special 
agent  in  charge  of  Atlanta.  Johnson 

said  Ills  agency  is  “going  to  evaluate" whether  police  moved  fast  enough. 

If  the  police  should  have  moved 

more  quickly,  it’s  the  second  glitch 
in  the  security  system  since  the 

Olympics  began  on  July  19.  A   man 
dressed  ns  a   security  guard  and 

armed  with  a   loaded  .45  caliber 

handgun  embarrassed  officials 

when  he  penetrated  layers  of  check- 
points at  the  opening  ceremonies 

and  reached  a   seat  In  Olympic  Sta- dium. He  was  discovered  before  the 

.   ceremonies  started. . 
Jf  the  determination,  is  that  the 

response  was  too  slow,  part  of  the 

reason  could  be  the  patchwork  of 

police  agencies  and  the  complex 
coordination  system  responsible  for 

letting  the  left  hand  know  what  the righthand  is  doing. 

If  something  happens  on  9tate 

property,  an  umbrella  of  25  state agencies  and  11  federal  agencies  is 

responsible.  On  city  ground,  Atlanta 

Police  Department  Is  in  charge.  In- 
side Olympic  venues,  the  Atlanta 

Committee  for  the  Olympic  Games 

(ACOG)  has  paid  staff  and  volun- 
teers to  enforce  house  rules.  If  it’s  a federal  crime,  call  the  FBI  or  the 

Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  nnd 

Firearms. 

“It’s  not  your  typical  Atlanta  day 

when  you  call  the  Atlanta  P.D.  nnd 
they  arrive  in  three  minutes  nnd 
take  the  bomb,"  said  a   federal  luw 
enforcement  official  who  asked  not 

to.be  identified. 
“When  you  have  such  a   large 

number  of  agencies  and  such  a 

huge  event,  coordination  becomes  a 

particular  challenge,"  said  ACOG security  spokesman  Lynn  May. 

The  games  have  attracted  mil- lions of  spectators,  10,000  athletes, 

and  police  from  around  die  world. 
Police  have  already  received  about 
100  bomb  threats,  none  of  which 
were  genuine  until  Saturday. 

With  the  bigness  comes  com- 
plaints. and  many  of  the  foreign  po- 

lice officers  who  have  assisted  in 

the  Games  have  expressed  unhappi- 
ness with  living  conditions  and  the 

management  of  Games  security. 
Some  have  walked  off  in  the  past 

week  over  disorganization  and  bro- 
ken promises,  according  to  several officers  interviewed  on  Saturday. 

Early  in  the  games  Mayor  Bill 
Campbell  boasted  (lint  the  massive 

security  apparatus  in  place  wuuld 
make  Atlanta  “the  safest  place  in  the 

world." 

On  Saturday,  however.  Campbell 

struck  u   different  note.  “I  thought 

the  security  was  extensive,  but  it  ul- 
timately is  impossible  to  protect  tills 

country  from  terrorism,'*  he  said. 

A   Better 
Course 

in  Bosnia 
EDITORIAL 

A   LARGE,  wobbly  policy  edifice 
is  being  built  on  America's part  in  pushing  Radovan Karadzic  nut  of  his  official  presi- 

dential office  und  out  of  his  rul- 

ing-pur ty  leadership  slut  In  the 
Serh-doniinuted  region  of  Bosnia. 

On  that  basis  the  United  Suites 

is  Haying  that  tiie  election h   llml 
were  to  take  place  by  September 

14  now  lino'  legitimately  go  for- 
ward. And  on  (hat  basis,  the 

United  Slates  Is  saying  that 

American  forces,  mid  presumably 

the  whole  inleriuitioiml  peace- 
keeping force,  may  he  removed 

safely  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  nu  denying  (In-  <lru- niiitic  diplomacy  of  American Hosnia-peaiv  negotiator  Richard  | 

Holbrooke  ill  coining  buck  ■ 

briefly  from  private  life  lo  help  | 

roll  over  the  indirli-d  war  crimi-  , 

mil  Karadzic.  flollirouke  enlisud  ' 

the  weight  cif  Serbian  President  j 
Slobodan  Milosevic  and  made  | 
Karadzic's  retirement  from  pari>  \ 

office  and  public  life  a   condition 

of  the  party's  electoral  participa- 

tion. Hut  Karadzic’s  unrit-morni- tic,  rabidly  nationalisflc  party 
now  luis  been  licensed,  ill  effect, 
to  ci  in  test  the  elections.  It  will  do 

so,  moreover,  under  lenders hand -| licked  by  him. 

And  his  accused  partner  in 
genocide,  Rntko  Mladic,  liv  , 
omission  lias  been  confirmed  as 

the  Bosnian  Serb  military  com- 

mander, Both  into’  consider themselves  in  an  improved  posi- 

tion to  evade  trial  at  The  Hague. 

It  is  true,  as  Holbrooke  said, 

that  as  long  as  the  NATO-led 
peace  force  of  50,000  troops 

was  unprepared  to  nob 
Karadzic,  Milosevic  had  little 
reason  to  arrest  bis  protege- 

turned-rivol  himself  and  "launch 

a   Serb  civil  war.*’  But  under  the 
new  status  quo,  Karadzic’s  party 
stands  to  prevail  In  the 
September  elections,  and  to 
emerge  acclaiming  itself  ns  the 

people's  choice.  It  would  then  be 
in  a   position  to  add  its  voice  to 
the  many  others,  including  the 
United  States’,  calling  for  the 

peacekeepers'  prompt  departure. With  die  peacekeepers  gone, 

Bosnia's  Serb  and  Croat  statelets 

would  be  more  or  leas  free  to 

pursue  ethnic  partition,  and  to 
ignore  the  Dayton  promise  to 

preserve  at  lenst  tiie  framework 
of  an  eventual  unitary  state.  The 

United  States  would  end  up  con- 

firming the  very  principle  of  eth- 
nic cleansing  it  meant  to  combat. 

Tiie  better  course  is  lo  arrest 

Karadzic  and  Mladic,  to  encour- 
age the  more  moderate  elements 

among  the  Bosnian  Serbs  nnd  to 

arrange  some  sequel  to  tiie  In- ternational peacekeeping  force 

in  order  to  lower  the  tcmiiera- 

lure  while  the  country's  institu- tions nrc  being  constructed. •   Otherwise,  U   will  appear  that 

(lie  Clinton  ndminlstration’s  In- 
terest In  Bosnia  is  simply  to  get 

It  off  the  screen  by  die  time  of 
the  American  elections,  no  mat- 

ter what  was  agreed  at  Dayton 

and  what  happens  to  Bosnia.  ■ 



14  toasfjingfam  float  /   INTERNATIONAL,  U.S. 

Tamil  Rebels  Resurgent  in  Sri  Lanka 
Konnath  J.  Cooper  In  Colombo 

THE  ETHNIC  separatist 
Tamil  Tiger  rebels  have 

bounced  back  since  gov- 

ernment troops  forced  them  from 

their  stronghold  in  the  town  of 
Jaffna  last  December  and  then 

from  the  rest  of  the  northern  Jaffna 
Peninsula  in  May. 

The  rebels'  retreat  into  the  jungle 
before  more  and  better-armed 
troops  raised  questions  about  the 

Fighting  ability  of  the  Liberation 
Tigere  of  Tamil  Eelam,  who  have 

sought  an  independent  slate  to  insu- 

late Sri  Lanka's  mostly  Hindu  Tamil 
minority  from  discrimination  by  the 

predominnmly  Buddhist  Sinhalese majority. 

President  Chandrika  Hnudarn- 

nnike  KuniHrulungn  and  Deputy 

Defense  Minister  Anuruilda  Rat- 

wall  e   began  to  talk  of  finishing  off 

Burundi’s Peasants 
Want  Peace 

Stophon  Buckley  In  Songo 

ALONG  the  winding  romi  that ■dices  through  the  lush  laml- 

M‘a|n*  lending  Inward  this  village  fill 

miles  south  ol  liiirimdi's  capital.  Bu- 
jumb'Ji  ii,  children  lie  on  the  grass, 
waving  as  cars  whip  by. 

In  tin'  middle  of  the  ruml.  cow 
herders  snap  nt  their  cattle  witli 

sticks,  rushing  them  out  of  the  way 

of  oik-iiming  vehicles.  In  fields, 
farmers  hack  at  die  soil  with  their 
hoes:  n( hers  pick  ten. 

hi  Burundi’s  countryside,  where 
H5  percent  of  this  small  central 

African  country's  people  live,  peace 
lias  prevailed  since  the  military  car- 

ried out  a   coup  last  week,  ostensibly 
to  try  to  halt  bloodshed  between  the 

country's  Hutu  majority  and  Tutsi minority. 

Sporadic  fighting  between  Bu- 

rundi's overwhelmingly  Tutsi  army 
and  Hutu  rebels  lias  taken  the  lives 

of  mure  than  150.000  Burundians 

since  1993.  In  some  months,  light- 
ing kills  as  many  as  1,000  people, 

mostly  civilians. 

Last  week  the  army  overthrew 

the  country's  Hutu  president,  who 
has  taken  refuge  in  the  American 

ambassador's  house.  In  his  place, 
the  military  installed  Pierre  Buyoya. 
a   former  major  who  led  a   military 
government  from  1987  to  1993. 

Buyoya  said  he  has  taken  power  “to 
restore  peace  and  security  for  Bu- 

rundi.” 

The  peasants  do  not  know  if 

Buyoya.  a   Tutsi,  can,  or  will,  bring 
peace.  But  they  do  know  that  rebel 

raids  and  the  army's  reprisal  mas- 
sacres have  exhausted  them. 

Without  peace,  they  cannot  culti- 
vate their  fields.  They  cannot  feed 

their  children  or  send  them  to 

school.  They  cannot  pick  their  tea 
anil  coffee. 

‘'Whoever  is  running  the  country 

needs  to  bring  peace,"  said  Nestor 

Nliihonkiiriye.  -It),  a   tailor.  ‘The 
peasants  need  to  live,  to  live  in 

lienee."  Nlalionkuriye  sat  outside  at 
his  sewing  machine,  ta]»e  measure 
.min nil  his  neck,  a   plastic  bag 

stuffed  with  fabric  at  his  side.  Ills 

ashen  left  fool  pressing  the  ma- 

chine's fever  as  lie  sowed  a   pair  of 

pants. 
“The  leaders  come  and  they  go." 

—   by  the  end  of  this  year  or  the 
next  —   a   13-year  rebellion  that  has 

claimed  more  than  43,000  lives  and 

slowed  economic  growth  in  this 

tropical  island  nation  off  India’s southern  tip. 

But  the  optimistic  projections 

came  before  the  resurgent  Tamil 

Tigers  inflicted  on  government 
forces  their  worst  defeat  of  the 

civil  war  last  week,  overrunning  an 

isolated  military  base  in  the  north- 
east and  apparently  killing  more 

than  1,000  soldiers  in  a   battle  that 
has  raged  ever  since. 

As  government  reinforcements 
entered  the  devastated  camp  last 

week,  two  bomb  blasts  on  a   com- 
muter train  just  outside  Colombo, 

the  capital,  killed  at  least  63  per- 
sons in  whar  appeared  to  be  the 

rebels’  violent  way  of  marking  the 

anniversary  of  the  war’s  beginning 
in  July  1983. 

The  combination  of  the  military 

defeat  at  MullaittJvu  and  die 

terrorist  bombing  in  the  middle- 
class  Colombo  suburb  of  Dehiwala 

suggested  that  the  Tigers  have 

regrouped  and  regained  the 
initiative. 

The  Sri  Lankan  military  hustled 
to  demonstrate  anew  its  supremacy 
on  the  battlefield  by  launching  an 

offensive  last  week,  to  capture 

Kilinochchl,  the  northern  town 
where  the  rebels  reestablished  their 
administrative  center  after  being 

flushed  from  the  Jaffna  Peninsula. 

Kilinachchi,  just  south  of  the  penin- 

sula, was  where  Tigers  took  hun- 
dreds of  bodies  of  dead  soldiers  and 

handed  them  over  to  the  Interna- 
tional Red  Cross  to  show  off  their 

conquest  of  Mullaittivu. 
Government  troops  from  the 

Elephant  Pass  base,  backed  by 
armor,  artillery  and  air  cover,  had  I 

A   soldier  stands  guard  as  Burundi's  new  leader,  President  Pierre Buyoya,  addresses  the  press  last  week  photo,  coanne  dufka 

Ntalionkuriye  said.  "What  is  unfor- 

tunate is  that  there  is  war." 
Burundians  arc  used  to  coups 

and  attempted  coups.  Since  the 

country  of  fi  million  won  indepen- 
dence from  Belgium  34  years  ngo, 

its  people  have  suffered  through  ii 
Iiiilf-<lu7cn  toppled  governments 
and  at  least  as  many  aborted  coups. 

Hie  fighting  that  devastates 

Burundi  today  is  the  folium  of  the 
assassination  of  its  first  llutii  presi- 

dent. Melchiur  Ndndayo.  in  a   failed 

military  cuu|i  in  1993.  Ndaduyc  had 
beaten  Buyoya  in  July  1993  in  the 

tuition's  first  free  presidential 
elections. 

"Whoever  leads  us  in  the  right 

way,  tlut  is  who  is  acceptable," Leopold  Bangurambona,  30.  a 

potato  farmer,  said  diplomatically. 

Bangurambona.  a   shy  man  who 
nicked  bits  of  earth  from  his  fingers 
as  he  spoke,  was  preparing  his 
potato  field  for  planting,  cracking 
min  the  rich  dark  soil  with  his  hoe. 
Like  most  Hutu  farmers,  he  toils  on 
land  owned  by  Tutsis.  who  for 
decades  have  controlled  the  coun- 

try’s economic  and  political  life. Bangurambona  insisted  that  the 

fighting  in  Burundi  does  not  em- 
anate from  Hutu  peasants  haling 

Tutsis.  Instead,  he  blamed  the  coun- 
try's debilitated  stale  on  politicians 

lusting  for  power. 
"We  tlo  not  hale  each  other,"  he 

said.  “It  is  the  politicians  who  are 
misunderstanding  each  other.  If 

they  try  to  understand  each  other, 
and  share  the  power,  maybe  the 

problems  will  end." 

moved  to  the  fringes  of  Kilinochchi 

at  the  weekend,  the  Reuter  news 

agency  reported.  Military  officials 
said  15  soldiers  were  killed  and  60 
wounded  In  the  advance. 

Aid  workers,  except  for  30 

associated  with  the  Red  Cross, 

evacuated  the  town.  The  govern- 
ment imposed  an  indefinite  curfew 

in  the  area  and  urged  residents  to 
take  refuge  in  Bchools  and  places of  worship. 

A   Defense  Ministry  statement 
said  the  offensive  wa9  undertaken 
"with  the  aim  of  destroying  [Tamil 

Tiger]  terrorists  and  their  strong- 
holds in  the  mainland  of  the  North- 

ern Province,”  a   clear  reference  to 
Kilinochchi. 

A   Western  diplomatic  source  pre- 
dicted that  government  forces 

would  capture  the  town,  based  on 

superior  arms  and  firepower,  but 

suggested  a   victory  would  lead  to  an 
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occupation  that  would  further stretch  a   military  already  spread 

thinly  around  the  country. The  Tamil  Tigers,  among  the 
world’s  most  disciplined  and 
effective  Insurgent  groups,  have 

specialized  in  well-planned  and  well- 
executed  surprise  attacks  on 
military  and  civilian  targets.  The 

government’s  most  overwhelming defeat  of  the  civil  war  before 
Mullaittivu  came  in  November  1993, 
when  rebels  overran  the  Pooneryn 
base  south  of  Jaffna  and  killed  700 

troops  in  a   similar  night  assault. 
The  Tamil  Tigers  appear  to  have 

adopted  a   strategy  of  spreading 
their  attacks  around  the  country  in 
an  effort  to  keep  government  forces 
off  balance  and  divert  them  from 

their  set  military  objectives.  Besides 
sporadic  assaults  oil  military  patrols 
and  Sinhalese  settlements  in  the 

east,  tile  rebels  launched  an  unsuc- 

cessful attack  on  Colombo’s  port  in 
April  and  threatened  summer 

visitors  to  Yala  National  Park  in  the 
southeast,  far  from  the  war  zone. 

Killing  Off  the  Root 
Causes  of  Juvenile  Crime 
COMMENT David  S.  Broder   

IT  IS  a   paradox  of  current  politics that  the  further  removed  an  offi- 
cial is  from  the  Iront  lines  of  the  war 

on  crime,  the  tougher  he  is  likely  to 
talk.  That  is  particularly  the  case 

when  it  comes  In  violence  by  juve- 
niles, a   genuine  problem  that  Ameri- 

cans rightly  find  alarming. 
When  Republican  presidential 

candidate  Bob  Dole  talked  about 
the  issue  in  a   radio  address  last 
month,  he  promised  to  crack  down 

on  these  “merciless  criminals  calla- ble of  committing  the  most  vicious 
acts  for  the  most  trivial  reasons:  a 

pair  of  sneakers  or  a   football  jersey.” When  President  Clinton  re- 
sponded a   few  days  later,  he  spoke 

in  ominous  tones  of  the  fact  that  in 

the  last  two  decades,  “the  number  of homicides  by  teens  who  have  guns 

has  tripled." 

Both  said  prosecutors  should  have 
much  more  leeway  Lo  try  juveniles 
charged  with  serious  crime  as  adults. 
“If  a   teen-ager  commits  a   crime  as 
an  adult,”  Clinton  said,  "he  should 

be  prosecuted  as  an  adult."  Before leaving  the  Senate,  Dole  introduced 
legislation  to  allow  adult  prosecu- 

tions of  people  as  young  as  13  and 
the  death  penalty  for  16-year-olds. But  when  a   cross-section  of  police 
chiefs  was  surveyed  recently  by 

Northeastern  University's  Center for  Criminal  Justice  Policy  on  the 
effectiveness  of  four  different  ap- 

proaches to  reducing  crime  and  vio- 
lence, the  least  favored  option  was 

the  one  Dole  and  Clinton  have  en- 
dorsed —   and  many  governors  al- 

ready have  put  into  effect.  Only  14 
percent  of  the  540  chiefs  surveyed chose  the  policy  of  trying  more 
juveniles  as  adults  and  sentencing more  of  them  to  adult  prisons. 

.   Abouf  the  same  number  said  hir- 
jng  additional  police  officers  would be  the  best  tool  and  a   somewhat 

larger  group  said  the  priority  should 
be  making  parents  legally  liable 
when  their  children  commit  crimes. 

But  three  out  of  every  four  big  city 
chiefs  and  three  out  of  five  in  the 
overall  sample  said  the  best  way  to 
reduce  crime  and  violence  Is  to  in- 

crease investment  in  programs  that 

help  all  youngsters  get  a   good  start. W   findings  were  reported  at  a 
Washington  press  briefing  recently 

by  a   newly  formed  advocacy  group.  I 

"Fight  Crime:  Invest  in  Kids.”  run  I 
by  veteran  liberal  activist  Sanford  ! 

Newman.  The  police  chiefs  of 

Chicago  and  Buffalo,  the  form* 

chiefs  uf  New  York  City.  Detroit  and 

Washington  ami  the  head  ol  the  I 

largest  |   ml  ice  organization,  the  Fra- 1 Lernal  <   feeler  of  Police,  attended. 

A   cynic  might  argue  dial  the  liber- als and  the  chiefs  —   who  are  mostly 

mayoral  appoint  pcs  —   haw  just 
found  new  rhetoric  to  support  the 

old  programs  that  pump  federal 

money  into  the  cities.  But  that  view 
will  not  withstand  the  hardltended 

sincerity  of  people  like  Gil  Ker- 
iikowske,  the  Buffalo  police  chief, 
who  saitl  "the  preventive  programs 

arc  getting  lost  because  everyone  (in 

polities]  is  trying  to  grow  hair  on  his 
chest  in  this  election  year." 

What  he  means  is  shown  by  the 

juvenile  crime  hill  Dole  introduced. 
It  would  allocate  $100  million  a   year 

lor  prevention  programs  run  by  com- 
munity-based groups,  and  four  times 

that  amount  for  investigating,  prose- 

cuting and  jailing  juvenile  offenders. 
But  the  whole  million  wuuld  be 

paid  for  by  cutting  “social  spending 
provisions''  of  the  1994  crime  bill, 

including  intensive  after-school  and family  counseling  programs. 

James  Alan  Fox,  the  Northeast- 
ern University  center’s  director,  pre- 

sented studies  from  the  criminology 

literature  showing  that  intensive 

early  intervention  programs  can  re- duce the  later  delinquency  and 

criminal  behavior  of  at-risk  youths by  up  to  80  percent. 

I   was  skeptical  about  these  case 
studies.  But  John  J.  DIUllo  Jr.,  ol 

Princeton,  a   scholar  much  admired 

by  conservatives  and  who  was  not 

part  of  this  group,  told  me  that  "the 
more  scientific  the  study,  the 

stronger  the  link  and  the  more  posi- 
tive the  results  .   . .   Programs  that 

get  responsible  adults  involved  with 

at-risk  kids  can  reduce  later  delin- 

quency and  crime," 
Teen-agers  now  have  the  highest 

arrest  rate  for  violent  offense,  aad  In 

the  next  decade  the  number  of  teen- 

agers will  explode  —   there  are  now 
39  million  children  under  10. 

Prosecuting  today's  teen  crimi- nals as  adults  nuy  satisfy  current 

political  pressures,  but  we  better  be 
serious  about  preventing  their 

younger  brothers  from  becoming 
criminals  -—or  we  are  in  big  trouble. 
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West  Coast 
Can’t  Ignore 
Homeless 
Sharon  Waxman 

ROBERT  KAHN  was  even  more 
of  a   nuisance  in  jail  than  out  of 

it.  Outside,  all  the  49-year-old  ac- tivist did  was  feed  the  homeless 

without  a   permit,  a   crime  that  got 
him  sentenced  to  60  days.  Inside,  he 

circulated  petitions,  entertained 

journalists,  demanded  a   law  library 

and  enjoyed  martyr  status  as  the voice  of  the  persecuted  poor. 

So  officials  kicked  him  out  about 

a   month  early.  But  in  or  out,  Kahn  is 

a   reminder  to  San  Franciscans  of  a 

complex  problem  that  simultane- 

ously mars  the  city’s  sophisticated image  and  weighs  nn  its  conscience: homelessness. 
Whi-rever  one  turns,  men  and 

women  are  lying  in  the  gutter.  A 

block  from  City  Hall,  a   drunk 

(bushes  his  genitals  at  the  traffic.  At 
United  Nations  Ha/a,  a   man  in  a 

frizzy  wig  emerges  noisily  from  a 

public  toilet  as  a   flisl levelled  woman 
accosts  passer*  by  with  an  aggres- 

sive, “Hey!  You  have  a   good  one,  my 

brother." 

Many  other  cities  —   New  York 
most  prominently  —   have  adopted 

liaif lline  altitudes  toward  society’s most  visible  pour.  To  circumvent  a 

1993  appeals  court  ruling  tliai 

begging  is  a   lurm  <>i  free  speech, 
uumicipaliiies  have  passed  laws 
banning  roadside  hogging,  sidewalk 

silting  ami  -nliiiiiug  near  cash 

machines.  In  the  District  of  Colum- 

bia an  “aggressive  pan  hand  ling"  law was  passed  in  I'.n-I.  which  made  ii  a 
crime  to  aggressively  request 

money. 

Sail  Fraihi-co  Mayor  Willie 
Brown,  in  office  since  January,  has 

Japanese  Are  Dying 
For  a   Transplant 

--,5- 

r-i?  •, 

Menu  sheets  .   .   .   Many  U.S.  cities  have  adopted  hardline  altitudes 

towards  society's  most  visible  pour  mot-.-  .iw  1 1   .vo.i  •   I   t-v  m*ii 

promised  a   more  compassionate  :»(»- 

prune! i,  abolishing  his  predecessor’s unpopular  method  nf  aggressive 

policing  lo  chase  the  homeless  from 
the  urban  centre  (which  resulted  in 
their  shifting  t«  the  suburbs). 

Officials  estimate  15  percent  uf 

tlie  city's  welfare  population  — 
about  lu.mif)  —   is  able  io  hold  a   job. 

The  rest  might  be  mentally  ill. 

disabled,  alcoholic  or  addicted  to 

drugs,  ami  ilieir  behaviour  can 
seem  menacing  even  i*»  sympathetic 

n-sidenK 

"I  Irv  in  give  diem  food  railiei 

than  inom-y  when  I   conn-  mil  of  the 
supermarket slid  laurel  Si  mss.  a 

resident  in  an  upper  middle  class 
neighbourhood  in  the  western  pari 

of  the  city.  “Bui  there"'--  a   qnalilv  "f 

life  issue  loci." 

Mayor  Brown  has  adopied  a   two- 

pronged  approach:  building  low- income  housing  and  improving  the 

economy  In  provide  jobs.  He  said  lie 

will  pul  a   $   If  10  million  bund  issue  on the  November  liallul  to  raise  money 

for  Inw-iiicome  units. 

Andy  Mishin,  the  mayor's  co- 

ordinator mi  homelessness,  is 

spearheading  a   pilot  workfare  pro 

gran  line  to  pay  people  lo  clean 

parks  for  four  days  a   week  and  re- ceive job  training  on  the  lifili  day. 
Released  from  jail  mi  parole, 

Robert  Kahn  said  In*  intended  to  go 

righi  back  in  feeding  people  in  pub- 

lic. “How  do  you  solve  homeless- 

ness?  1   don't  know."  lie  slid-  “But 
people  should  iml  be  penalis'  d   it 

I   hey  have  no  place  to  sleep." 

Brown  agreed,  and  said  Mir  poor 

will  In  left  almie  unless  lln-y  bie.ik 

file  law.  "ll  people  vioktle  tile  hlW  — 
1   doll  1 1   no-  win*  tln-v  are  --  die  l,i-.\ 

must  lie  enforced."  In-  said,  “feed- 
ing people  i"  nut  like  urinating  uf 

defecating  ill  the  -t reels.  Dial's  tin- 
conduct  I   Iml  causes  people  in  hr 

arrested.  I'll  iml  ignore  llial." 

Trading  on  a   Nation's  Weakness OPINION 

Richard  Estrada 

THEY  CALL  tiiem  "thuinp- 
thumps."  In  places  like  Gallup. 

New  Mexico,  the  term  refers  to  the 
sound  one  heiirs  as  the  front  and 

rear  axles  of  a   car  run  over  a 
drunken  Indian  who  has  passed  out 
in  the  road.  In  winter,  indigenous 

inebriates  who  die  after  falling 

asleep  on  the  snow  and  ice  are 

sometimes  called  “popsicles." 
Appalling  images?  Appalling 

terms?  Certainly.  But  as  America 

once  again  lapses  into  the  age-old 
practice  of  Indian  bashing,  it  needs to  remind  itself  that  stark  imagery 

often  transcends  the  useful  stigmati- 
zation of  alcoholism  and  instead 

promotes  the  dehumanization  of  In- 
dians. The  surprise  is  that  corporate 

marketing  is  blazing  new  trails  to 
insensitivity. 

Take  Budweiser,  for  example.  In 

the  United  Slates,  the  largest  beer 

manufacturer  nn  the  planet  Is  run- 

ning commercials  featuring  alliga- tors and  frogs.  But  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Budweiser  is  running 
commercials  on  TV  and  in  movie 
theaters  showing  happy  Indians 

drinking  in  u   bar.  Four  centuries 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  In 

America,  isn't  it  about  time  for  soci- 
ety lo  afford  Indians  basic  respect? A   little  human  decency? 

Ever  since  the  days  when  Euro- 

pean traders  learned  of  the  Indians' wenkness  for  firewater,  outsiders 

have  been  trying  lo  make  money 

from  ibis  unfortunate  fact.  B'day. 
American  Indians  are  plagued  by  a 

rate  of  alcoholism  five  times  greater 

than  die  general  population.  Alco- holism among  the  Indians  is  one  ol 

the  country's  most  persistent  social 

problems. 

Bui  has  that  kepi  U.S.  beer  manu- 

facturers in  recent  years  from  cross- 
ing the  line  again  by  actually 

targeting  Indian  consumers?  Not 

unless  you  think  the  brand  name 

Crazy  Horse  malt  liquor  was  chosen 

by  accident. 

To  be  sure.  Budweiser  is  under- 
taking a   different  strategy  in  the 

United  Kingdom.  It  is  defending  its 

ad  campaign  there  on  the  grounds 

that  the  commercials  are  targeting 

consumers  who  admire  Indians  in- 

stead of  targeting  the  Indians  them- selves. But  such  an  explanation 
misses  the  poinL 

Beer  drinkers  everywhere  limy 

deeply  admire  the  American  Indian as  an  ideal,  but  such  admiration 

does  not  absolve  anyone  from  con- 
sidering the  group  in  a   social  or moral  vacuum.  Specifically,  the 

clods-in-snics  cannot  be  excused  for 

having  ignored  the  Indians'  disprae portinnale  addiction  to  alcohol,  even 
if  their  Indian  ads  have  been  largely 

responsible  for  a   20  percent  in- 

crease in  sales  In  England  over  the 

last  year.  But  the  emphasis  on  the 

bottom  line  is  hIsd  subjecting  Bud- 

weiser to  criticism  now  that  it  is  run- 

ning commercials  in  the  United States  (hat  appear  to  mimic  Leni 

Riefeustahl's  cinematic  glorification 

of  the  Berlin  Olympics  of  1936. 

Smile  critic*'  will  naturally  want  In 

focus  mainly  or  exclusively  on 
racism  and  tile  corporate  culture. 

Indeed.  Bndweisers  role  as  nn  offi- 
cial sponsor  of  the  1996  Centennial 

Olympics  will  give  everyone  an  op- 

portunity in  ponder  this  facet  nf  the debate.  But  the  subject  uf  how  the 

image  of  American  Indians  is  being 
manipulated  is  also  germane  to  the 
issue  of  American  nationhood. 

People  may  still  talk  of  "Indian 
Nations"  but.  in  actuality,  it  is  time 

to  emphasize  that  Indians  are  also 

Americans.  They  are  U.S.  citizens. After  1   wrote  a   column  last  year 

opposing  the  practice  of  U.S.  ath- letic teams  being  named  after  Indi- 

ans, some  readers  asked  me  if  it  was 
really  worth  my  time  and  effort  to 
focus  on  the  topic.  I   had  argued 

against  Ihe  practice  because  such 
names  tend  lo  set  people  apart  and 

use  them  as  mascots.  My  point  was 
that  in  the  most  ethnically  diverse 

nation  on  carlh,  it  is  imperative  to 

promote  fairness,  decency  und  re- 

spect aiming  nil  our  ethnic  commu- 
nities. 

Indeed,  setting  people  apart 

helps  no  one.  Under  mi  circum- 
stances should  anyone’s  heritage  he underscored  for  laughs  or  money. 

When  Indians  are  dehumanized, 

they  are  turned  into  objects.  As  ob- 

jects, they  supposedly  merit  no  par- ticular respect  or  sensitivity.  And 
anyone  who  professes  to  ignore 

where  this  might  lead  might  con- 
sider the  logical  extremity  of  such 

thinking:  ‘Tin*  only  good  Indian  is  a 

dead  Indian." 

Mary  Jordan  In  Tokyo   

HIROFUMI  KlUCHl'S  heart 

was  failing  him,  and  so  was 

his  country.  With  bis  life- slipping  away  at  age  23.  his  only 

hope  was  a   heart  transplant,  an  n|>- 
cratimi  essentially  banned  in  Japan. 

Su  Kiuclii.  frail  and  near  death . 

hoarded  a   plane  bound  fur  Los  An- 
geles. Fur  almost  10  hours  he  sal 

strapped  in  a   crani|K*d  airline  seal 

tethered  to  oxygen,  an  electro- 

rnrdiugriiph  and  intravenous  medi- 
cine. tended  by  three  doctors. 

Four  days  Inter,  on  July  2<i.  1993. 

the  heart  of  a   young  American  traf- 
fic-accident victim  was  sewn  into  Ki- 

iirhi  at  I   lt'[ A   Medical  Center. 

Within  a   week.  Kiuclii  walked  mil 
ini i j   the  California  sunshine,  grate- 

ful for  his  life  and  hitter  (it  tin*  nation 
that  would  have  denied  it  him. 

"I  feel  thnt  1   was  supposed  to  he 
killed  by  Japan,  by  the  Japanese 

government.  Japanese  tradition, 

Japanese  culture,"  Kiuclii  said.  “If  I stayed  there.  !   would  have  died.  I 
know  this."  Tin-  only  heart  trans- 

plant in  Japan  occurred  in  likiR.  ami 

the  surgeon  win*  pi-rfoi  im-d  tin-  op- 
eration was  charged  with  mm  tier- 

ing tin-  biain-d'iid  donor. 

Citing  tradition,  culture  and  reli- gious ci morns.  Japan  has  rejected 
medical  advances  that  have  given thousands  of  critically  ill  people 

around  die  world  a   second  chance 

at  life,  in  Japan,  the  age-old  defini- tion '.I  d'-atli  —   a   -lopp*  d   In  ai  l   — 
i-.  Mill  u-ed.  i-Uedively  making 

heart,  liver  and  ni"M  lung  trail- 

plant- impossible. The  ile  facto  hau  on  ill'-*'-  trail— 
plants  i-x|kisi*s  a   broader  dilemma 

facing  Japan  —   how  to  balance  mod- 
ern technology  wiih  traditional  be- 

liefs As  transplant  advocaii  s   urge 

Japan  to  embrace  medical  advances, 
traditionalists  argue  that  111  mi  Minds 

of  years  ol  culture  art-  more  power- 
ful than  surgeons  and  that  people 

must  accept  the  life,  and  the  death, 
that  God  null  nature  intended  for 

them. 

Takeshi  Uniehara,  a   respected 

scholar  of  Japanese  culture,  said 

Japanese  believe  that  "it  is  not  only 

the  brain  that  makes  us  human."  So for  them,  even  a   brain-dead  person 
is  alive  until  the  last  beat  of  his 

heart.  A   bill  recognizing  brain  death 

as  the  legal  end  of  life  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Japanese  parliament 

two  years  ago.  But  the  issue  is  so 
sensitive  that  lawmakers  have  re- fused to  debate  it. 

Akihiko  Noro,  a   member  of  the 

lower  house  of  parliament  who  sup- 
ports the  bill,  argues  that  Japan  has 

changed  and  that  a   majority  of  the 

people  are  willing  to  accept  the  con- 

cept of  brain  death.  “Doctors  want 
it,  patients  need  it,  and  hundreds  of 

people  are  going  overseas  lo  get" transplants,  Norn  said. 

Not  all  transplants  are  banned  in 

Japan.  Cornea,  kidney  and  bone 
marrow  transplants  are  allowed  be- 

cause they  do  not  require  a   brain- dead  donor.  Bui  there  are  few 

donors  because  of  the  Japanese  be- 

lief that  bodies  must  remain  intact1 for  the  tri|i  lo  the  afterlife. 

For  the  average  Japanese,  the 

concept  of  donating  or  receiving  or- 
gans is  extremely  vexing,  said  Soho 

Machida,  who  was  a   Buddhist  monk 
fur  20  years  and  now  teaches  at 

Princeton  University. 

Machida,  who  is  visiting  Tokyo, 

said  many  Japanese  believe  a   per- 

son’s body  and  soul  are  linked  and 

giving  up  an  organ  is  like  giving  up 

pari  of  ones  soul.  As  a   result,  there 

are  fewer  than  200  kidney  trans- 
plant operations  in  Japan  each  year, 

even  though  20,090  people  need 

them.  By  comparison,  1 1   .<100  kidney 

transplants  were  performed  in  the 
United  Slates  last  year. 

Still,  a   growing  number  of  Japan- 

ese are  carrying  organ-do  nor  cards. 
One  of  them  is  Kiuclii.  whose  card 

grants  permission  fur  his  kidneys, 

eyes,  heart,  liver,  skin  and  bone 

marrow  lo  be  taken  for  transplant.  “I believe  my  soul  can  live  happily  in 

the  next  world  even  if  there  is  a   scar 

mi  my  hotly,"  he  said. 
Transplant  advocates  say  the  situ- 

ation in  Japan,  the  world's  secniid- 
riclk-st  nation,  lias  become  a 

national  embarrassment.  Recent 

polls  show  that  91  percent  uf  Japan- 

ese physicians  want  tin-  govern- uu -nt  to  approve  Irnnsplniils. 

Doctors  her<-  estimate  that  hun- 

dreds uf  sick  Japanese  have  gum- abroad  in  recent  years  to  prolong 
their  lives  and  that  thousands  more 

haw  stayed  home  and  died,  "in-a h   i 'Cause  tin -y  wen- lootll  uriMMpuur 

to  travel. 

Kiuclii  wa>  able  1"  raise  tin- SBMVVlO  lie  needed  lor  tin-  air  fan- 

in  1   os  Angeles  anti  the  c<.m  »i  hi- 
treiitnn-iil  only  with  loans  .inti  .i 
fund-raising  campaign  that  drew 

ilonali"iis  from  more  than  Proun 

Japanese,  many  of  whom  hail  lie. in 

.lilllK  in- 

Nnne  desperately  ill  Iiip.ilt''-' 
have  re-uricd  t"  buying  utgue 

abroad  —   it  practice  that  is  legal  in 

J.ijmii  but  I liiit  the  Wurb I   Healih 

Organization  tundeiiins.  <   >n  tin- 

streets  around  the  l"l:yo  Women’-. 

Medical  College.  *h*je  many  pa 

iii-nt>  undergo  kidney  dialysi>. 

posters  pup  up  overnight  juferniing 
passefsby  of  telephone  nun  there  to 

call  if  they  need  a   kidney.  TIium- numbers  lead  n>  brokets  who 

.mange  org.ui  purchases  in  other 
Asian  countries. 

Tsuyshi  Avvaya,  a   medical  and 

legal  sociologist  at  Tokiiyama  Uni- 

versity. has  researched  organ  sell- ing in  India  and  the  Philippines,  the 

most  popular  organ  markets  for 

Japanese  patients,  as  well  as  in  Viet- nam. Cambodia,  Sri  Lanka  mid 

Bangladesh.  Awaya  has  interviewed 

and  photographed  100  donors  who 
swapped  a   kidney,  bone  marrow, wen  a   cornea,  for  quick  cash. 

Although  legalizing  all  trans- 
plants and  expanding  the  donor 

pool  in  Japan  would  not  stop  the 
global  trade  in  human  organs,  it 
would  reduce  demand,  Awaya  said. 

But  politicians  are  unwilling  to 

upset  tradition.  As  Ihe  country  re- 

fuses to  engage  in  a   national  discus- sion of  technology  versus  tradition, 

people  are  dying  for  want  of  a   trans- plant —   something  Yoshlo  Aranami 
would  like  people  to  remember. 

Ten  years  ago,  Aranami  watched his  lb-year-old  daughter  die  of  liver 

failure.  As  her  congenital  disease 
made  her  weaker  and  weaker. '   Aranami  begged  doctors  to  perforin 

a   transplant  to  save  her  life.  He  still 

lives  with  “nn  ache  in  his  heart”  that 
lie  did  not  take  her  abroad. 

Araiinmi  consoled  himself  with 
the  thought  that  her  death  might 

help  the  transplant  cause  in  Japan. 

Tuday,  his  hope  remains  unfulfilled: “It  is  impossible  to  imagine  thnt  all 

this  time  has  passed  and  there  has 

been  no  progress." 
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Between  the  Lines 
Ellen  Goodman  offers 
an  afternative  selection 

of  great  holiday  books 

IT'S  SUMMER.  You  promised  to 
become  computer  literate,  but 

suddenly  you  remember  that 
even  Bill  Gates  chose  (o  write  a 

book.  You've  struggled  with  virtual 

reality,  but  now  you  figure  you’d 
rather  relax  with  r   novel.  You've 
surfed  the  Internet,  but  you  find 

yourself  longing  to  read  in  a 
hammock. 

Meanwhile,  the  best-seller  list 
sounds  more  like  the  McLaughlin 
Group  than  the  literary  round  table. 

Hie  authors  yell:  “Rush  Ijmbaugh 

is  a   Big  Fat  Idiot!"  or  “We’re  Right. 
They're  Wrong?"  And  you  can’t  be- 

lieve dial  there  are  still  two — count 

’em,  two  —   O.J.  Simpson  books  in the  lop  10. 

Not  to  worry.  As  a   public  service, 
I   once  again  offer  an  alternative  and 

quirky  list  of  books  which  have 
notiiing  in  common  except  that  I 
rend  and  enjoyed  them. 

To  begin  with.  Snow  Falling  On 
Cedars  is  as  good  a   vehicle  as  any  to 

help  you  out  of  the  everyday  speed 
zone.  David  Guterson  sinks  slowly 
inti i   island  life  in  midccnlury  Puget 
Sound. 

The  backdrop  of  this  story  is  a 
murder  trial,  but  it  evokes  the 

deeper  mysteries  of  a   tightly  knit 
and  le tli ally  divided  community 

You  can't  believe  that 
there  are  still  two 

—   count  ’em,  two  — 
O.J.  Simpson  books  In 

the  top  10  bestsellers 

where  “no  one  trod  too  easily  on  the 
emotions  of  another”  until  forced  to. 

There  is  a   very  different  and 
deserted  island  setting  for  Amelia 

Earhart's  posthumous  life  story,  i 
Was  Amelia  Earhart  opens  in  1937 

after  the  aviatrix's  mysterious  dis- 
appearance. But  Jane  Mendelsohn’s 

reverie  on  the  “loneliest  of  hero- 
ines" touches  women  of  our  own 

lime  who  push  at  the  edges  of  fame 
and  expectations  and  only  discover 
real  life  after  they  crash. 

In  some  ways,  Vienna  Daniels, 

the  heroine  of  Katherine  Mosby's 
novel  was  also  a   deserted  woman. 
Private  Altars  is  the  tale  of  an  edu- 

cated urban  bride  who  arrived  in  a 
small  West  Virginia  town  in  the  late 
1920s.  This  designated  eccentric,  a 
recluse  with  two  children,  is  the 
centra]  figure  of  a   truly  Gothic 
Southern  story. 

To  complete  this  trilogy  of 

women  is  the  elderly  Italian  narra- 

tor in  Susanna  Tamara's  extended 
letter  to  an  estranged  grand- 

daughter. Follow  Your  Heart  trips 
sometimes  over  the  threshold  be- 

tween sentiment  and  sentimentality. 
But  the  grandmother  bequeaths  a 

wisdom  as  earthy  and  well-tested  as 

the  family's  cake  pan. 
Having  wallowed  happily  in  The 

Stone  Diaries  Inst  year,  I’ve  begun 
working  my  way  back  through 

Carol  Shields's  earlier  novels  with 
delight.  The  Republic  Of  Love  is  a 
thoroughly  modern  and,  therefore, 

skeptical  love  story  of  a   thrice- 
married  -10-year-old  DJ  anti  a   never- 
married  folklorist. 

This  is  "just  a   love  story"  the  way 
The  Stone  Diaries  was  “just  a   life 
story."  "Love,”  Shields  writes,  “be- 

longs in  an  amateur  operetta,  on  die 
inside  of  a   jokey  greeting  card,  or  in 

the  annals  of  an  old-fashioned  po- 

etry society . . .   It's  the  one  thing  in 
the  world  everyone  wants,  but  for 
some  reason  people  are  obliged  to 

pretend  love  is  trifling  and  foolish . . ." 
Love  makes  only  the  most  cameo 

appearances  on  the  nonfiction  list 
this  year,  overwhelmed  by  scandal 
and  celebrity,  screeds  and  telltales. 
But  there  is  good  news  as  well. 

There  has  been  a   renaissance  of 

political  books  from  the  dormant 

jeft-nfeenter.  One  is  EJ.  Dionne’s 
book  on  progressive  politics,  a 
treatise  more  thoughtful  and  cer- 

tainly hopeful  than  its  title:  They 

Only  Look  Dead. 
As  for  the  resurrected,  one  of  the 

very  best  amilyses  of  American  soci- 
ety. Habits  Of  The  Heart,  lias  been 

reissued  with  an  insightful  new  in- 
troduction by  the  same  five  authors. 

Jim  Fallows,  meanwhile,  beats  up 
on  the  media  in  ways  that  the  less 

I   ier missive  (and  less  sensitive)  of  us 
regard  as  healthy.  In  Breaking  The 

News,  Fallows  is  beat  when  describ- 

ing the  “competitive  glibness  .   .   . 

polarization  and  overstatement"  of 
talk-show  journalists,  and  when  crit- 

icizing those  who  analyze  the  poli- 
tics of  an  issue  rather  than  the issue. 

For  proof  or  this  rebuke,  there  is 

Jonathan  Kozol's  sober  look  at  the 
overlooked:  children  who  live  in  the 

worst  ijoverty  pockets  of  urban 
America.  In  one  moment  of  Amaz- 

ing Grace  a   mother  with  AIDS  is 
told  about  compassion  fatigue 

among  the  well-to-do  and  she  says, 
“I  don’t  understand  what  they  have 

done  to  get  so  fired." 
If  Kozoi  is  a   lonely  voice,  there's 

an  explosion  of  books  lamenting 
family.  One  of  the  best  is  Mary 
Pipher’s  The  Shelter  Of  Each  Other. She  writes  of  children  growing  up  in 

the  “consumption  oriented,  elec- 
tronic community  that  is  teaching 

them  very  different  values  from 

those  we  say  we  value."  She  is  a 
wise  companion  in  family  un- 

friendly times. 

But  it's  fathers  who  have  really 
been  filling  the  family  bookshelves. 
Tills  year  there  are  treatises  on 
absent  fathers  and  memoirs  of  re- 

membered fathers. 

Of  these,  Mary  Gordon’s  book  on 
herself/her  father  is  an  astonish- 

ingly brave  meditation  on  The 
Shadow  Man,  who  was  the  false 

foundation  of  her  own  life.  “My father  died  when  I   was  seven  years 

old,”  she  writes.  "I  always  thought 
that  was  the  most  important  thing 

anyone  could  know  about  me." 
rainlully,  piece  by  piece,  she  ex- 

humes a   man  with  a   different  name, 

language,  nationality,  resume.  In 
the  process,  she  is  as  unsparingly 
honest  about  herself  as  about  her 
father. 

Finally,  if  nnne  of  these  books  ap- 
peals to  you,  you  can  always  cuddle 

up  with  the  winners  of  the  Bulwer- 
Lytton  Fiction  Contest,  the  award 
that  annually  honors  contestants 
who  nehieve  the  ultimate  In  bud writing. 

This  year  they  gave  tile  grand 
prize  to  Janice  Estey  of  Aspen, 

Colorado,  for  the  following  para- 

graph: “‘Ace,  watch  you  head!' 
hissed  Wanda  urgently,  yet  some- 

how provocatively,  through  red,  full, 

sensuous  lips,  but  lie  couldn't,  you 
know,  since  nobody  can  actually 
watcli  more  than  part  of  his  nose  or 
a   little  cheek  or  lips  if  he  really  tries, 

but  he  appreciated  her  warning." 
Way  to  go  Janice.  Next  year  the 

best-seller  listl 

In  the  Best  of  Families 
Gustavo  Perez  Firmat 

A   HEART  SO  WHITE 

By  Javier  Marias Translated  from  the  Spanish 

By  Margaret  Jull  Costa Harvill/HarperColllns.  279pp.  $24 

THIS  NOVEL  could  have  been many  things  —   a   love  story,  a 
murder  mystery,  a   tale  about  the 
loss  of  innocence  and  the  burden  of 

guilt,  a   study  of  the  complicated, 
sometimes  sinister  negotiations  be- 

tween fathers  and  sons  or  husbands 
and  wives.  Instead,  however,  Javier 

Marias  —   one  of  the  best-known 
and  most  interesting  novelists  to 
have  emerged  in  Spain  during  the 

last  15  years  —   takes  bits  and 
pieces  of  what  could  have  been  and 

puts  them  together  into  a   book  that 
is  as  quirky  as  it  is  brilliant. 

Narrated  by  a   talkative  thirty- 
something who  makes  a   living  as  an 

interpreter  for  the  United  Nations 

the  story  ambles  leisurely  across 
two  continents  and  three  genera- 

tions, eventually  settling  on  a 

decades-old  family  secret  concern- 

ing the  narrator's  father.  Imagine 

The  House  Of  The  Seven  Gables  as 
told  to  Laurence  Sterne,  and  you 

begin  to  form  some  idea  of  the  dark 
truths  and  bright  ideas  that  make 

up  the  novel. The  intriguing  cast  of  characters 

includes  the  narrator's  father,  Ranz, 
an  aging,  caped  Lothario  who  has 
survived  three  wives;  Luisa,  the  nar- 

rator's wife,  who  develops  a   strange 

intimacy  with  her  father-in-law; 
Berta,  a   former  lover  who  spends 
her  spare  time  looking  for  a   mate 

through  the  personal  ads;  Custar- 
doy,  a   childhood  buddy  who  has 

grown  into  an  expert  forger  of  18th- 
century  French  art  and  who  may 
also  be  having  an  affair  with  his  best 
friend's  wife;  and  Miriam,  a   Cuban 
mulatta  whose  life  briefly  intersects 

with  the  narrator's  during  his 
honeymoon  in  Havana. 

An  endless  stream  of  cute  or 
acute  reflections  trickle  from  the 
restless  mind  of  the  narrator,  who 
ventures  opinions  on  everything 
from  the  finer  points  of  translating 

Shakespeare  (the  novel's  title comes  from  Macbeth,  which  gives 

you  a   clue  as  to  what  the  family’s secret  is  all  about)  to  the  stress- 
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I   filled  jobs  of  the  guards  at  the  Prado 

(imagine  staring  at  Velazquez's  Las Meninns  every  day  for  40  years).  In 

the  process,  he  gives  us  some  won- 
derful scenes,  such  ns  the  mangled 

interview  between  a   Thatcher-like 

British  prime  minister  and  a   high- 
ranking  Spanish  politician,  during 
which  the  interpreter  substitutes  his 

own  questions  for  those  of  the 
participants,  so  that  when  the 
Spaniard  asks  his  British  counter- 

part whether  she  wants  tea,  the  in- 
terpreter recasts  the  question  as 

‘Tell  me,  do  the  people  in  your 

country  love  you?”  What  follows  is  a minuet  of  missed  connections  that 

is  both  hilarious  and  affecting. 
Anytime  the  narrator  looks,  he 

sees  something;  anytime  he  listens, 
he  catches  an  intriguing  snippet  of 
conversation.  To  a   large  extent,  he 

is  less  a   character  than  a   mode  of 

perception,  a   point  of  view.  True  to 
his  calling  as  translator,  he  seems 

far  less  attentive  to  the  origin  or  im- 
pact of  experience  than  to  the  mere 

act  of  recording  and  conveying  it. 

The  underlying  problem,  though, 

is  that  nobody  can  be  perceptive  all 

the  time,  and  even  unmitigated  per- 
ceptiveness becomes  a   little  grating 

unless  it  is  filtered  through  an  en- 

gaging personality,  which  Marins's protagonist  doesn't  have.  As  a   re- sult, there  are  moments  in  the  novel 
when  the  reader  wishes  that  the 
narrator  stopped  looking  and  simply 

joined  in  the  fray  or  at  least  got  out 

of  the  way  long  enough  to  let  the 
other  characters  go  about  their 
dirty  business. 

But  this  is  only  a   quibble.  Ably 
rendered  in  English  by  Margaret 

Jull  Costa  —   a   translator's  transla- 
tor, if  there  ever  was  one  —   A   Heart 

So  White  is  an  entertaining  anti 
intelligent  novel  thaL  illustrates  one 
of  the  ways  in  which  younger 

Spanish  novelists  have  advanced 

beyond  the  drab,  count-your-tepas realism  of  much  contemporary 

Spanish  fiction. 

Falling  Into  a   World  of  Color 
Robert  Wilson 

THE  WRECKED.  BLESSED  BODY 
OF  SHELTON  LAFLEUR 

By  John  Gregory  Brown 
Houghton  Mifflin.  257pp.  $21 .95 

THE  WRECKED.  Blessed  Body Of  Shelton  LaFleur,  John  Gre- 

gory Brown's  lyrical  and  thoughtful second  novel,  revisits  questions  of 
race  in  New  Orleans,  the  subject 
and  setting  of  Decorations  In  A 
Ruined  Cemetery,  his  award- 

winning first.  Although  the  new 
book's  strength  — ■   what  makeB 
Brown  stand  out  among  young  liter- 

ary novelists  —   is  the  power  and 
rhythm  of  his  prose,  he  has  an  en- 

thusiasm for  plot  that  is  rarer  than  it 
should  be  among  serious  novelists 

of  any  age.  This  new  novel  is  as 

tangily  complicated  as  its  title. 
in  it,  Shelton  LaFleur,  an  old  man 

who  has  achieved  distinction  as  a 
painter,  tells  the  story  of  his  life. 
Three  things  in  that  life  hnve  de- 

fined it:  his  race,  his  art  and  the 
accident  that  wrecked  his  body  —   a 
fall  at  the  age  of  8   from  a   large  oak 

tree  in  New  Orleans's  Audubon Farit.  That  fall,  which  left  Shelton 

barely  able  to  walk,  landed  him  “not 
just  in  Ihe  dirt  and  oak  leaves  and 

roots  nnd  not  just  beyond  the  hear- 

ing of  family  ears  and  the  sight  of 
family  eyes  but  in  a   place  beyond 

everything  he'd  ever  seen  or  heard 

or  known." 

The  family  consisted  only  of 
Edward  Soniat,  a   wealthy  white 

man,  and  his  unmarried,  childless 

daughter,  MargareL  Although  the year  was  1926  (and  not,  say,  1826), 
Shelton,  who  is  black,  was  pur- 

chased as  a   gift  for  his  sickly  daugh- 
ter, herself  only  17  and  crippled 

with  a   disease  that  would  kill  her before  the  age  of  30. 

Despite  the  shameful  way  in 
which  the  Soniats  got  him,  with  its 
shades  of  slavery,  Shelton  was 
raised  and  lavished  with  love  as 
Margaret's  own  child  —   the  physi- cal impossibility  of  which,  because 
he  is  as  black  as  she  is  white,  Shel- 

ton does  not  realize  even  at  the  time 
of  his  fall  from  the  tree.  He  learns  of 
it  only  from  the  policemen  who  pick up  his  crushed  body. 

After  the  fell  he  can  only  tell  the 
policeman  that  his  mother  is  white, 
which  they  rightly  doubt,  as  do  the 
nuns  at  the  Catholic  hospital  where 
he  is  taken.  Once  he  has  healed  as 
much  as  he  will,  he  is  moved  to  a 
home  for  black  orphans,  where  he will  remain  for  five  years. 

Here  the  plot  calls  for  consider- able suspension  of  disbelief  Many, 
many  pages  later  Brown  offers  an 
explanation  for  the  Soniats’  curious inability  to  Find  Shelton.  Although 
the  explanation  is  not  Illogical,  it  is 
still  far  from  convincing.  But  the 
point,  in  any  case,  is  that  Shelton 
has  fallen  out  of  the  white  world  and into  the  black. 

During  his  time  in  the  orphanage 
Shelton  retains  his  sweet,  good- 
hearted  nature,  in  spite  of  his  appar- 

ent abandonment  by  the  Soniats, 
whose  house  he  still  pines  for  as 
home.  And  in  spite  of  the  treatment 

lie  suffers  from  the  oilier  orphan 

boys,  who  mock  his  belief  in  his 
white  family  and  whose  cruelly  is 

inflamed  by  his  weakness  nnd  his 

injuries. 
One  day  Shelton  just  walks  away 

from  the  orphanage.  He  tries  to  run 

but  can't.  In  another  plot  wrinkle 
that  Brown  can't  quite  iron  smooth, 
on  the  morning  he  walks  away  die 

son-in-law  of  the  Soniats'  nursemaid 
happens  to  be  watching  for  him 
outside  the  orphanage.  This  man, 
Minou  Parrain,  has  gone  looking  for 

Shelton  because  Margaret  has 
recently  died  and  the  nursemaid  is 
herself  near  death.  Only  Dickens 

can  really  get  away  with  this  sort  of 

thing,  but  because  of  his  brie  inten- sity, Brown  almost  succeeds. 

Minou  takes  Shelton  home  to  his 

shotgun  house  and  although  Shel- ton still  aches  for  the  Soniat  house, 

he  begins  life  wrath  what  is,  and  will 
be  revealed  to  be,  his  real  family. 

The  slow  discovery  of  Shelton’s identity  provides  die  twists  and 
mounting  tension  of,  for  example, 
Great  Expectations.  Shelton  goeB 
from  crippled  boy  to  famous  painter, 
and  he  learns  to  turn  the  momenta 
in  his  life  of  despair  or  joy,  of  rejec- tion or  revelation,  into  paintings. 

Shelton  comes  across  as  a   palpa-: 

ble  but  psychologically  complex! 

character.  The  novel  doesn't  pro- 
pose any  neat  conclusions  about 

race.  Most  of  the  drama  of  Sheltpn's  • life  has  its  origin  in  ljip  blackness,  , 

and  yet  he  seems  to  have  lived  in  his 
skin  more  comfortably  than  most, no  matter  their  color. 
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ETA  escalates  bombing  campaign  in  Spain 
Basque  separatism 

once  again  tops  Madrid’s political  agenda,  writes 
Michel  Bdle-RIchard 

THE  Basque  separatist  organ- 

isation, ETA,  has  stepped  up 

its  terrorist  campaign  in 

Spain,  in  accordance  with  its  now familiar  summer  policy  of  targeting 

tourist  resorts  in  nn  attempt  to  dis- 
courage foreign  visitors.  Thirteen 

bombs  were  recently  let  off  within 

(he  space  of  1 1   days,  including  the 

July  2U  blast  at  liens  Airport  near Tarragona  which  injured  35,  among 

(Item  a   score  of  British  tourists. 
ETA’s  new  offensive  follows  a 

week-long  ceasefire  it  observed  at 
the  end  of  June.  The  group  had 

called  on  the  new  Spanish  govern- 

ment to  give  “a  clear  and  public  an- 
swer as  to  its  intentions  with  a   view 

to  solving  the  conflict  in  the  Basque 

Country”,  to  agree  to  Us  "right  lu self-determination",  and  to  accept 

the  resull  of  u   “democratic  debate" 
among  Basques  on  the  issue. 

An  answer  of  a   kind  came  from  a 

meeting  on  June  25  of  democratic 
Basque  parties  belonging  to  the 
anli-lei  rorisl  pad.  They  offered  to 
start  talks  with  ETA  oil  condition  it 

released  the  prison  warder,  Jos£ 

Antonio  Ortega  Lara,  whom  it  kid- 
napped on  January  17.  ended  its 

violence,  and  recognised  the  politi- 
cal plurality  of  the  Basque  people. 

The  Basque  parlies  had  nut 
shown  such  unity  for  some  time  but, 
despite  the  united  front,  ETA 
turned  down  their  offer,  even 

though  Basque  public  opinion  and 
organisations  sympathetic  to  the 

separatists  supported  an  extension 
of  the  ceasefire. 

The  government  also  made  a   ges- ture by  regrouping  in  the  Basque 

Country  32  of  the  500  ETA  mem- bers being  held  in  jails  ail  over 

Spain,  and  by  promising  to  consider 

doing  the  same  for  other  detainees. 
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‘Imagine  getting  Hr  rusted  at  the  height  of  the  tourist  seasonl' 

A   week  later  the  bombs  started 

exploding  again.  Wln-n  the  interior minister.  Jaime  Mayor  Oreja.  visited 
those  injured  in  the  Tarragona 

blast,  he  stressed  that  the  govern- 
ment would  not  be  deflected  front 

its  anli-leiTorisl  and  prison  policy. 

Before  the  airport  was  bombed 
tile  prime  minister.  Jos£  Maria 
Aznar.  had  announced  that  new 

measures  to  fight  terrorism  would 

be  decided  oil  within  a   week.  Fol- 

lowing the  end  of  the  ceasefire, which  had  been  widely  seen  as  a 

gesture  by  ETA  towards  the  new 

government  (though  the  latter  dis- 
missed it  as  a   "trap,r> .   Aznar  seemed to  be  moving  towards  a   hardening 

of  the  government's  position. 
After  coming  to  power  his  conser- vative People's  party  had  relaxed  its 

intransigent  stance  on  the  Basque 
issue.  Before  the  election.  Aznar 

was  particularly  hostile  to  a   policy  of 

rehabilitation  and  called  for  all  sen- 

tences to  be  served  in  lull.  He  at- 

tacked the  Socialist  govern nieiil's iuili-leiTurisI  policy  and  accused  it 

of  "capitulating"  to  ETA. 

In  government  lie  initially 
adopted  a   more  liberal  stance  nml 

slopped  criticising  Xavier  Arzallus's 
Basque  Nationalist  party  for  calling 
fur  secret  talks  with  ETA. 

Recently,  however,  the  deputy 

prime  minister.  Francisco  .Alvarez 

Lascus,  returned  to  tile  govern- ment's previous  position  when  he 

rejected  the  idea  of  any  secret  talks with  ETA  until  it  had  officially  de 

cided  to  lay  down  its  weapons. 

The  previous  government  had been  saying  much  the  same  thing, 
but  it  emerged  that  Felipe 

Gonzalez's  public  statements  did 
not  always  square  witli  the  facts;  his 
government  had  built  up  lines  of 
communication  with  the  separatist 

organisation,  notably  through  the 

Argentine  winner  nf  the  Nobel 

Peace  Prize,  Adolfo  P£rez  Esquivel. 

On  July  19.  a   high  court  decided 
to  bring  proceedings  against  the  25 members  of  the  executive  of  Hcrri 

Batasuna  (HB),  ETA’s  political 
wing,  on  the  grounds  that  they  bad collaborated  with  an  armed  group. 

They  had  distributed,  before  the 
March  3   election,  a   video  in  which 

ETA  sol  forth  its  demands. 

The  action  against  the  HB  leader- 

ship may  cnusc  farther  tensions  in 
the  Basque  Country,  as  the  judi- 

ciary has  traditionally  turned  a   blind 

eye  to  the  relationship  between  Hit* 

iwu  organisations. On  this  occasion  the  magistrate 

in  charge  of  the  case,  Bnluisur  tlar- 

znn,  felt  HB  had  overstepped  the* mark  in  condoning  the  murders  in 

February  of  the-  lawyer  Fernando 

Mugica  mid  a   farmer  constitutional court  president,  Francisco  Tomas  y 

Valienle  —   murders  tluu  caused 
widespread  indignation  ill  Spain. 

Paris  and  Madrid  art*  now  co- 

operating in  tlie  fight  against  ETA. This  was  confirmed  on  July  21  when 
French  police,  apparently  acting  on 

a   lijHiff  from  the  Spanish  authori- 

ties, arrested  seven  separatist  ac- tivists at  a   remote  farmhouse  in  the 

French  Pyrenees.  'Ilieir  haul  in- cluded Julian  ALxura  Egurula, 
known  as  “Pololo",  who  is  thought 

to  be  ErA's  third  in  command. 

The  first  serious  test  of  Franco- Spanish  relations  on  the  Basque 
issue  came  on  May  4,  the  day  Aznar 

took  office,  when  France  handed 
over  Jose  Antonio  Urrmikuetax. 
known  as  Josu  Ternera,  who  was 

regarded  as  an  important  member of  the  ETA  leadership. 

There  are  rumours  In  the  Basque 

Country  that  the  closeness  of  cur- 
rent Franco-Spanisli  co-operation 

may  extend  beyond  police  level,  and that  Paiis  could  play  a   part  in  paving 

the  way  for  talks  with  ETA  — though  that  is  unlikely  for  the  time 
being  and  has  been  officially  denied 

by  the  Aznar  government. 
(July  23  and  25) 

New  PM  promises  to  modernise  Greece Daniel  Vernet  In  Athena   

AFTER  his  victory  at  last 
month's  congress  of  the  ruling 

Pan-Hellenic  Socialist  Movement 

(Pasok)  —   and  now  that  he  no 
longer  has  hfe  predecessor,  the  late 
Andreas  Papandreou,  looking  over 

his  shoulder  —   Greece's  prime 

minister,  Costas  Simitis,  is  deter- mined to  act  quickly  on  his  promise 
to  modernise  the  country  and  its  po- 

litical life. 

An  indication  of  the  government's new  strategy  came  last  week  with 

the  lifting  of  Greece's  veto  on  Euro- pean Union  aid  to  southern  and 
eastern  Mediterranean  countries. The  veto  had  been  prompted  by  a 

dispute  earlier  this  year  between 

Greece  and  Turkey  over  the  sover- 
eignty of  a   liny  island  in  the  Aegean. With  a   general  election  due  In  the 

autumn  of  1997,  Simitis  will  make  a 

policy  speech  in  September  in wltich  he  will  spell  out  his  priorities 

and  announce  a   limited  number  of 
modest  but  specific  projects  that 

can  be  implemented  before  the 

country  goes  to  the  polls. 

The  government  lias  outlined  pri- orities In  different  areaB.  On  the 

economy,  the  aim  is  to  conform  to 

the  Maastricht  convergence  crite- ria. To  do  that  the  government  will 

have  to  fight  inflation,  which  now 

stands  at  8   per  cent,  reduce  the  bud- 

get deficit,  bring  down  effective  in- terest rates,  which  are  the  highest 

in  Europe  and  discourage  invest- ment, and  ensure  that  grants 

promised  by  the  BO-called  "Defers  II 
package"  are  used  in  the  most  effi- 

cient way. 

Also  on  the  agenda  are  a   mod- ernisation of  Greece's  institutions,  a 

reform  of  Us  bloated  civil  service, 

and  a   redefinition  of  the  objectives 
of  state-owned  companies,  some  of 

which  will  be  privatised.  Action  mil 
be  taken  in  the  areas  of  defence  and 

social  benefits,  which  the  govern- 
ment hopes  to  improve  despite 

Bpending  restrictions. A   source  close  to  the  prime  min- 

ister says:  "We're  caught  In  a   vicious 

triangle.  The  Maastricht  criteria, 

our  welfare  state  and  our  defence 

spending,  which  is  the  highest  in 

Europe  in  relative  terms,  are  incom- patible." ■ 

One  of  the  aims  of  another 
government  priority,  to  develop  a 
new  approach  to  foreign  policy 

Issues,  is  to  reduce  long-term  de- 

fence spending. 

But  that  is  not  the  only  reason 

why  Simitis  has  decided  to  abandon 

his  predecessor's  populist  stance  on Greece's  EU  allies,  Nato  and  major 

international  issues.  Greece  wants 
to  be  able  to  act  as  a   driving  force  in 

the  Balkans  by  "exporting  stability" rather  than  fomenting  trouble,  and 

by  drawing  on  its  awn  experience  to 

help  the  Balkan  countries  move closer  to  western  Europe. 

There  remains  the  problem  of 

Turkey.  As  was  shown  at  the  begin- 

ning of  die  year  in  the  clash  be- 
tween Athens  and  Ankara,  Greek 

foreign  policy  has  been  dominated and  distorted  by  tensions  with  its 

neighbour. 
The  Greek  government  naturally 

felt  some  concern  when  a   pro- 

Islamlc  prime  minister  came  to 

power  in  Turkey  last  month.  But  It 
also  took  a   malicious  pleasure  in 

pointing  out  to  its  EU  partners  that 
they  had  been  wrong  to  place  their 
trust  in  Tdrkey  and  interpret  Tansu 
Ciller's  Chanel  suits  os-  proof  of 

Ankara’s  pro*weBtern  stance. 
Prime  ministerial  sources  see  the 

fesue  in  slightly  more  sophisticated 

terms.  They  are  less  worried  about 

the  coming  to  power  of  the  Is- I   lamists  than  about  the  flimsiness  of 

the  coalition  between  Ciller  and 
Necmettin  Erbakan,  leader  of  the 
pro- Islamic  Welfare  party,  and  the risk  that  Turkish  foreign  policy  may 

become  inflamed  by  nationalist feelings. 

They  argue  that  because  Welfare Is  not  a   monolithic  party  the  most 

intelligent  policy  would  be  to  en- courage its  more  pragmatic  wing,  to 

which  Erbakan  is  thought  to  be- 
long, so  that  It  no  longer  needs 

either  the  support  of  the  fundamen- talists or  a   coalition  with  Ciller  in 
order  to  govern. 

According  to  that  argument,  the 

only  way  to  help  Turkey  and discourage  it  from  turning  its  back 
on  Europe  is  to  give  it  money.  In 

other  words,  Greece  would  not  be 
hostile  to  the  EU  providing  Turkey 

with  financial  aid,  provided  specific 

strings  were  attached. Simitis  lias  less  than  a   year  to 

push  this  new  policy  through.  After 

being  approved  first  by  parliament, 

then  by  Pasok,  he  now  needs  only 
die  verdict  of  the  ballot  box  to  usher 

in  what  is  widely  seen  pa  a   new  era 

In  Greek  history.  It  is  an  era  that  will 

finally  bring  down  .the  curtain  on 
the  period  that  followed  the  military 
dictatorship  of  1967-74,  nnd  which, 

for  better  or  for  worse,- was  embod- 

ied by  Papandreou. 
(July  23) 

Atlanta  loses 

the  spirit  of 
Lillehammer 

COMMENT 

Alain  Glraudo 

IT  WAS  hs  freezing  in 

Ullchmnincr  during  the  1**94 

Winter  Olympics  as  it  hns  bts;ii 
sweltering  in  Atlanta  since  die beginning  of  the  centennial 

G times.  The  Norwegians  were 

just  ns  proud  and  happy  tn  host 

n   global  sporting  event  us  (lie American  South  Is  today.  They 

displayed  their  patriotism  by 
waving  thousands  nf  little 

Norwegian  flags,  Just  as  raiuil- 
less  Americans  have  been 

waving  the  Stars  and  Stripe*. 
Hut  the  similarity  between LI  Helium  me  r   mid  Atlanta  ends 

with  the  events  themselves. 
The  Norwegians’  love  of  sport 

knew  no  frontiers:  they  enthusi- 

astic* ally  applauded  winner*  and 
losers  alike,  whatever  their 

country  of  origin.  People  from 
till  over  tlie  world  had  eimu*  to  1 
Ullvhmiuner,  mu!  IJIlelintuiiior 
welcomed  them  with  open  arms. 

Is  (here,  one  wonders,  a   [ 

clmuilk*  factor  Unit  affects  the  , degree  nf  generosity  a   hast  j 

uh  tiou  displays  1   awards  it  s 

guests?  It  is  templing  in  think  j 

so:  vvliat  we  have  witnessed  in 

Atitmtii,  in  temperatures  31)  C 
higher  than  in  lillehammer,  is  ; 

worlds  away  from  the  sheer 

jubilation  of  dial  wintry  event. There  would  be  tittle  point  in 

an  opinion  pollster  asking 

spectators  filing  into  Atlanta's 
Olympic  park  what  they  thought 

of,  say,  France’s  gold-medallists 
—   who  include  judokas  David 

Douillet  and  Djamel  Bourns, 

cyclist  Jean  nio  Longo  and 

fencer  Laura  Flesset  —   because 
die  number  of  people  who  had 
heard  of  them  would  lie 

statistically  Insignificant, 
It  could  not  be  otherwise. Americans  are  interested  only  in 

America.  The  Olympic  Gomes 
are  merely  an  opportunity  for 

Americans  to  wallow  in  self- congratulation.  They  chant "USA”  like  a   fanatical  mantra  if 

an  American  Is  competing. 
It  all  began  with  the  Jufr  19 

opening  ceremony.  After  each national  delegation  had  inarched 
peat  in  an  atmosphere  of  barely 
polite  Indifference,  American 

spectators  went  crazy  when  their own  delegation,  die  last,  entered 
the  stadium.  Only  one  anthem 

was  sung,  the  Star-Spangled Banner,  whereas  protocol 
normally  requires  the  Greek  and Olympic  anthems  to  be  played. 

That  set  the  tone.  Ever  since 

then,  the  crowds  have  shown 

only  two  kinds  of  reaction:  indif- ference or  hysteria.  NBC,  the 

>   official  television  channel  cover- 
r   ing  die  Olympic  Gomes,  which 

,   decides  which  pictures  It  sends 

t   out,  naturally  prefers  hysteria  to r   Indifference.  So  It  has  concen- n   trated  on  American  champions. 
II  We  had  already  come  to  the 

n   conclusion  that  Atlanta  was  less 

y   than  100  per  cent  efficient  on 

i,  the  organisational  side.  What  we 1-  had  not  expected  was  such  a 

crude  display  of  selfishness.  • 

i   (July  25) 



1 8   fefflonde  /   INTERNATIONAL 

Bnei  Brak  stakes  its  claim  to  the  future Israel  has  to  listen  to  its 
ultra-orthodox  Jews  now 
that  they  have  a   Jever  on 
power.  Gllles  Paris 

i   reports  from  Tel  Aviv 

IT  IS  lli«-  sabbath.  Two  rnller- skators  speed  from  the  sea 
front  through  the  graceless 

streets  .»f  Bnoi  Brak,  Tel  Aviv’s 
lillia-orllwdox  suburb.  Not  a   car  is 
to  be  seen,  and  the  streets  have 
been  taken  over  by  children  at  play 
driwt'd  in  black  shorts,  while  shirts 
and  k/fipas.  There  is  a   (lurry  of  ex- 
citenic  »t  as  the  two  men.  wearing 
bnguy  l reusers,  Chicago  Bulls  T- 
shirt*  ukI  caps  worn  back  to  front, 
    past  the  kids,  who  then  go 
hack  in  i heir  quiet  games.  A   jxitl  of 
silrmv  ilescemls  wire  again  wri- 

the xu-.-j  died  black  town. 
Win  n.  in  the  early  hours  of  May 
Sliiuion  I   Wes  admitted  he  had 

lost  Hu-  general  election,  fscciplc 
siing  anil  danced  in  thi-  si  reels  of 
Mnei  Brak  as  they  celebrated  the 
defeat  of  tile  candidate  who  in  ihcir 
view  did  net  deserve  to  be  trusted 
by  Hie  wise  mm  „f  the  Torah. 

Iwn  days  before  the  pull,  vans 
bristling  with  loudspeakers  crawled 
through  the  streets  of  tile  siilnirb 
telling  the  population  how  iIk- 
i.ibbis  of  (In1  two  most  imjwlar  pn r- 

'!«  >»  -TO  —   Hu-  ultra-nrllio- d"X  S   plmrilic  parly.  Sluis.  and  its 
Ashkenarfc  Hiral.  United  Torah 
Judaism  —   wanted  I   hem  (o  v„re. 
Both  parties  plumped  for 

Binyamin  Netanyahu,  even  (hough 
he  was  an  adulterer  and  divorcee, 
and  despite  Ids  only  "elwtonilly  reli- 

gious'’ pnmiise  being  that  lie  would gradually  go  over  to  kosher  food. 
Shas  emerged  the  big  winner  in 

tin-  suburb  of  Bnei  Brak.  while  in 
I   <1  Aviv  itself,  the  “godless"  and  In- 
dreent '   city  lambasted  by  tin-  ultra- orthodox,  people  wept  as  they I'-ariinln- result. 

With  L'.’i  seats  in  parliament  HO 
going  to  Shas.  nine  to  ihe  Zionist 
National  Religious  Party,  and  four  to 
United  Torah  Judaism),  the  reli- 

gious bloc  is  now  the  third-largest 
political  force  in  Israel,  after  Labour 
(34)  and  the  nationalist  Likud  (32). 
which  learned  up  with  David  Levy's C.esher  and  the  extremist  Rafael 
Eytan's Tsomet  for  the  elections. The  ultra-orthodox,  or  haretlim 

WM 
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(literally  “1  rambler*"  before  (Jnd), 
Itirm  the  great  inujority  of  vote™  in 
Bnei  Brak.  After  Netanyahu's  vic- 

tory they  quickly  drew  up  a   list  of 
demands,  which  wore  chiefly  of  a 
financial  nature:  they  wanted  money 
for  the  hospital,  money  to  build  new 
housing  and  money  for  the  local authority. 

I'inance  would  not  seem  to  be  (lie 
strong  point  of  Ihe  ultra-orthodox. 
In  June  1095.  the  interior  minister 
became  alarmed  at  the  chaotic  stale 
of  Bnei  Mink's  administration.  Its 
mayor.  Musln*  Irenstein.  was  widely 
suspccled  of  irregularities,  corrui)- lion  arid  iiepuiism. 
A   ministry  audit  revealed  that  the 

authority's  deficit  was  increasing  at an  alarming  pace  because  almost 
hair  the  population  did  not  pay  local 
taxes.  Council  workers  who  were  no 
longer  getting  their  jmy  cheques  de- cided in  go  on  strike,  bringing  Bnei 
Brak  In  a   standstill.  A   no-nonsense 

\   administrator  was  appointed  to  re- place Irenstein. 
J«se  Bellalou,  a   French  architect 

who  settled  in  Israel  in  1984.  thinks 
Bnei  Brak's  demands  for  more 
money  are  justified:  "It's  always been  like  that  with  the  Jews:  there 
have  always  been  those  who  work 
and  those  who  pray.  Other  towns 
gel  money  to  build  sports  stadiums, 
swimming  pools  ant!  parks,  so  why 
can't  we  get  some  too.  since  we  pray 

for  Israel?" 

Bellalou  is  critical  of  the  methods  I 
used  by  the  administrator,  "who  | knows  nothing  about  the  problems 

of  religious  Jews",  and  who  cut  off some  houses'  water  supply  in  an 
attempt  to  get  their  occupants  to 

pny  (heir  bills. Bellalou  decided  to  live  in  Bnei 
Brak  so  he  could  be  sure  his  chil- 

dren would  receive  a   proper  reli- 
gious education.  He  earns  enough 

to  enable  his  (wo  brothers  to  devote all  their  lime  to  Ihe  study  of  sacred 
tfxts.  as  do  most  residents  of  Bnei Brak. 

People  like  that  have  a   moral  sta- 
mina r   don't  possess."  says  Bellalou. "And  you  need  plenty  of  it  to  make ends  meet  with  a   pathetically  small 

income.”  They  gel  about  $500  a 
month,  80  per  cent  of  which  comes 

|   in  tlie  form  of  dnnnlions. 
!   There  are  whole  families  that have  to  make  rlo  with  one  chicken  a 
week,  on  ihe  sabbath.  It’s  a   huge sacrifice.  So  why  can't  the  govern- ment give  us  more  help,  when  it helps  researchers,  scientists  and 
even  parasites  like  drug  addicts  and 

Hie  unemployed?" Bellalou  says  that  four  out  of  five 
local  people  spend  all  their  time studying  sacred  texts.  At  all  times  of 
day  or  night,  there  is  a   crowd  of ultra-orihodox  nulling  about  in  front 
of  the  prayer  self-service"  in  Bnei Brak  s   biggest  shopping  street.  An llpm  visit  to  Poniovitch,  the  biggest 

local  yesliiva,  reveals  armies  of 
young  students  in  white  shirts  still 
hard  at  work  in  a   huge  neon-lit classroom. 

Although  it  has  now  come  to  sym- bolise ultra-orthodoxy,  like  the  Mea 
Sharini  district  in  Jerusalem  and 

Kyriat  Sfer,  anuther  fast-growing "black  town"  30km  out  of  Tel  Aviv. 
Bnei  Brak  has  not  always  had  an  ex- 

clusively religious  colouring.  After 
the  creation  of  modern  Israel,  it  was 
settled  by  "modern"  religious  Jews 
and  secularists  as  well  as  the  ultra- 
oithodox.  But  all  that  changed  in 
Ihe  seventies  when  Hie  "inurimf 
believers  moved  to  Lulxuir-backed settlements  in  the  West  Bank,  and 
the  more  affluent  secularists  took 

up  residence  in  Tel  Aviv’s  posh 
suburbs. 

TODAY  only  20.000  of  Bnei 
Brak’s  140.000  inhabitants 
are  not  ullrn-urthodox.  They 

are  concentrated  in  the  old  district 
of  Parties  Katz,  which  hus  become 

the  secularists’  last  stronghold. 
Bellalou  says  that  people  like  him 

get  on  well  with  the  secularists.  But 
the  well-known  television  actor.  Uri 
Gavriel,  disagrees.  When  he  wanted 
to  open  a   drama  school  aimed  at 
helping  delinquents  earlier  this  year 
he  got  into  considerable  Lrouble 
with  fellow  Bnei  Brak  residents  and the  local  authority. 

The  secularists  in  Pardes  Katz 

Investors  ‘should  shun  unstable  Burma* 1   Aung  San  Suu  Kyi  teNs 
Fr6d6ric  Bobin  why 
foreign  investment  helps 

only  her  country's  elite 

THE  July  20  meeting  of  the Association  of  Southeast 
Asian  Notions  In  Jakarta  is 

I   expected  to  grant  Burma  “ob- 
serverstut us”.  Asenn  ofncinl 

policy  is  one  of  constructive 
engagement  with  Rangoon.  Do 
you  approve  or  that  policy? 

'Hint  kind  of  constructive  engage- ment will  only  strengthen  the 
regime  in  power  without  improving 
the  situation  in  any  way. 

I   to  you  think  regional  capitals 
arc  sympathetic  to  your  stance? 

Countries  in  the  region  iiiidt-r- 

stcinrl  dial  there’s  a   serious  danger 
of  instability  in  Burma.  'Ihe  past  few 
months  have  shown  that  the  situa- 

tion here  is  highly  volatile.  The 

regime  has  been  acting  very  nervily 
I   towards  us  —   which  suggests  it 
recognises  we’re  a   political  force  to be  reckoned  with.  People  are  fed  up 
with  the  army's  behaviour  and  have been  showing  increasing  commit- 

ment to  our  movement. 

Are  you  also  hostile  to  foreign investment  in  Burma? 
Investors  shouldn't  conic  here, 

because  all  the  money  goes  to  an 
elite.  I   would  like  to  mention  the 
cast-  of  die  French  firm.  Total  [cur- 

rently involved  in  pltins  fur  a   gas 
pipeline  in  southern  Burma  due  to 
come  into  operation  in  mid-|()D8|. 
Tolu!  lias  become  the  Burmese  mili- 

tary h   st it mgesl  source  of  support. 
It's  not  the  right  linu-  to  invest  here. 

But  don't  you  think  investment 
can  have  positive  spinoffs  for  the 
population  at  Inrgc? 

Hardly.  'Ihe  best  business  o|)|>nr- l unities  always  go  to  the  same  elite. 

There's  n   class  of  people  he  re  who 

Zt  5 nm?  rich-  so  much  so 

hat  they  don  t   know  what  to  do  with 
their  money.  We  had  never  experi- 

Burmaanythmg  ̂    that  before  in 

Meanwhile  there  are  people  who 
are  so  poor  —   particularly  in  rural areas  —   that  they  are  forced  to  take their  children  out  of  school 

un  onh^S"  *****  lhe  °Penln
8 

ftdlure?0  ̂ urmese  economy  as  a 

From  1991  to  1994.  the  experi- 

-   i0nmPt!J°  bc  relnlively  suc- 

cessful. But  that  was  because  the  i 
economy  had  up  |0  then  been  com- pletely cut  off.  in  |   he  past  year  the 
regime  has  been  tumble  to  consoli- 

date those  gams.  Inflation  has  run 
out  ofciNtlml  -   proof  there's  a   lack 
of  confidence  hi  the  regime. 

Couldn’t  the  opening-up  process 
eventually  lead  to  democratic 
rule  being  introduced? 

I   don’t  think  so.  Look  at  what 

happened  in  the  Philippines  in  the seventies.  The  opening  up  of  the 
economy  only  benefited  Marcos and  his  circle.  But  as  the  situation 
didn’t  improve,  it  all  ended  with  a 

people's  revolution. 

Whafs  the  best  way  to  get  out  of 

the  present  deadlock? All  we  want  is  the  beginning  of  a 
dialogue.  We’re  not  imposing  any 
preconditions.  All  we  demand  is  that 
the  dialogue  should  have  a   genuine 
political  substnnee  and  be  con- ducted on  an  equnl  footing. 

At  the  end  of  last  year  we  refused 
to  approve  the  proceedings  of  the national  convention  charged  with 
drawing  up  a   new  charter,  precisely because  free  debate  within  it  was 
not1  allowed.  We  cannot  accept  a 
constitution  which  has  been  drawn 
up  solely  by  the  army. 

The  government  la  thinking  of 
organising  elections  once  the constitution  has  been  adopted. 
Will  you  take  part  in  them? 

.   11 8   Premature  to  talk  about  elec- tions  when  the  problem  of  the  previ- 
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|   believe  that  the  ultra-orthodox  want I   to  take  uver  the  area  because  it dudes  mi  industrial  zone,  which 

would  bring  in  tax  revenues.  ftL," 

is  a   rare  commodity  in  Bnei  Braif  1 
where  the  birth  rale  has  g 

through  (lie  roof.  l 

According  lo  Yussi  Shilhan,  n   ̂  

lessor  at  nearby  Bar  Man  UniviWhT ihe  secularists  of  Unifies  Katz  \ discriminated  against  as  a   ivsmH  <A  \ 

the  highly  sophisticated  “simits  Hys- lem"  operated  by  the  local  authority, 
whereby  Hu-  many  branches  uf 
iillm-i.rlhodoxy  —   tin-  Hassidim, 

(lie  “Lithuanians",  the  “Orientals"  — that  hold  power  within  the  authority 
look  after  the  interests  of  their  own 
spiritual  families  alone,  to  (lie  detri- ment of  minorities, 

Ullra-urllioilox  extremists  are 
also  active.  A   year  ago  Hu  y   targeted 
a   newsstand  whose  owner,  David 
Green,  sold  nnn-ivligious  papeis  de- 

scribed by  (he  men  in  black  as 
scandal  sheets”.  After  threatening 

and  roughing  up  the  elderly  Green, 
who  had  survived  the  Holocaust, 
they  blew  up  his  newsstand. 

In  Jerusalem,  the  ultra-orthodox 
took  their  cue  from  the  Bnei  Brak 

brigade  by  introducing  buses  where 
men  are  separated  from  women  on 
lines  serving  liamlini  areas.  After 
the  election  they  insisted  dial  on  the 
sabbath  their  local  McDonalds 
should  not  be  allowed  in  open  and 
cars  should  be  banned  from  Bar 

linn  Street,  nor  I   hern  Jerusalem’s main  thoroughfare. 

f   Miter  things  they  widi  to  si-e 

I   banned  include  the  import  of  nou- 
kijsln-r  merit,  (lie  sale  of  pork,  reli- 
ginus  conversions  dint  have  been 
recognised  only  l.y  the  Reform 

minority,  abortion  for  “socio- economic reasons,  archaeological 

digs  in  ancient  ceim-ieries.  "pnifnnn- lions”  caused  by  the  construction  of 

roads  and  buildings,  mid  “indecent'' 

advertising, 

Bellalou  is  optimistic;  '’In  the  old flays,  nobody  bothered  about  the orthodox  except  when  an  Heclion 

tame  up,  whereas  now  they'll  have to  bother  about  ns  for  four  years. And  next  time,  with  nm re  and  mure 
children  being  born  in  our  com- 

munity, well  get  u   majority  in  the 

Knesset.” 

Before  the  May  eleclion,  Israeli society  already  had  deep  misgivings 
about  the  peace  process  with  the Palest  mums.  Now  it  will  also  have  to 
reckon  wilhthe  “men  in  black"  and the  model  they  hope  to  impose  on  it ~ tllc  'Moral  order  of  Bnei  Brak. 

(July  23) 

ous  elections  has  not  yet  been 
solved  [Suu  Kyi’s  National  League for  Democracy  won  more  Lhan  80 per  cent  of  the  vote  in  1990,  but  the 
the  junta  simply  ignored  the  result]. 
Since  toe  1988  crackdown,  the 
junta  has  moved  closer  to  China, 

i .   nyour  action  to  that? 

Its  Burma’s  duty  to  have  good 
relations  with  neighbours  like 
Chma  and  India.  But  I'm  worried about  how  the  people  might  react  if 
Beijing  supports  the  regime  too vigorously.  It  might  ££  „S!5 tension  between  Burmese  and  the Chinese  community  that  lives  here. 
When  peop  e   are  discontented  they 

Slegef  thC  ChineW  «   —
 ■ 

(July  20) 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  WEST  INDIES 

Mona,  Jamaica 
ALCAN  PROFESSOR  OF  CARIBBEAN 

SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT 
UWI  CENTRE  FOR  ENVIRONMENT  AND DEVELOPMENT  (UWICED) 

Applications  are  Invited  From  suitably  qualified  candidates  For  the  post  of  ALCAN 
PROFESSOR  OF  CARIBBEAN  SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT  at  the  University  of 
the  West  Indies  Centre  For  Environment  and  Development  which  is  located  at  the  Mona 
Campus.  The  Chair  was  established  by  an  endowment  to  the  University  from  Alcan 
Jamaica  Company. 

UWICED  was  set  up  in  1993  os  a   focal  point  in  the  University  for  academic  and  outreach 
activities  in  the  area  of  sustainable  development  including  teaching,  research,  policy 
development  and  information  systems  development.  The  Centre  is  multi-disciplinary  and 
incorporates  in  its  work  all  the  environmental  disciplines.  It  has  already  become  widely 
known  in  the  region  and  internationally,  and  aims  in  become  an  inicrnatiunally 
recognised  centre  of  excellence  in  the  Held  of  sustainable  development  with  particular 
reference  in  developing  countries. 

The  successful  applicant  will  be  exported  to:  (i)  participate  in  and  develop  programmes  in 
research.  I   caching  and  information  systems  in  die  area  of  sustainable  develnpmciii  in  die 
Caribbean  and  developing  country  romexi  and  (iij  assisl  in  die  develnpmeiii  ..|  an 

■mueacli  programme  aimed  ai  fostering  die  inciir|n nation  ••f.siisiHiii.ihle  flcvrlupinciii considerations  into  the  cuiisciomncsv  plant  and  polii  ies  <i|          s   and  die  widei 
sorim  in  die  region.  Hie  holder  of  the  Chair  will  In-  expr.lcd  in  have  an  estaldiilied 
record  •   •foul standing  sclioiaiship  in  a   discipline  ivlrflnl  to  Misiainalili-  development,  [   lie 
poM  of  Him  n>i  nl  die  Centre  is  also  li-,,iiniui;  \. naiii  and  du-      slid  •   .indidaii-  mas  hr asked  n>  assume  die  |m»itnni. 

Detailed  applu  .linnis  (diree  copies  i   giving  lull  pari  in  dais  ol          .uni  expel  ieine. 
dale  n(  biiili,  matii.il  si.iins.  and  dir  nuitn-s  .uni  .iddiesses  •>!  din-e  n-l<-i<-es  duuihl  lie 
sent  In  23  August  1996.  m   the  I   niveiMh  Ki-gisiiai.  Hie  Cniveisin  die  Wesi  Indies. 

Mon.i.  King  in  m   7.  Jam. lira,  U.I..  Imm  wlumi  luithci  pariii  ul.it  m, I   iln  pn«i  an-  available. 

Km ili«.-i  p.mii  nl.iis  are  alsn  asail.ihle  limii  Appnim nn-iiis  i-i.V.’doi.  \,vu i.iimn  nl 

Cumiiiniiivcahh  Cniversiiies,  ;tii  Conlnii  Si|ii.iie.  London  \VC -111  n|'|-  (i,-|  nl  7 1   1x7  x'i7‘J 
l.M.  IMHi;  las  <ri  1 1   hl.t  .»n.Vi:  ein.nl  .ip|iis.».uu.,n .id i.  m   ubmii  •   ,iih In Liu-i  m   [hr  l   K 
should  also  seiirt  onemps  u|  ilieil  applu.illi'ii 

icARFl  Proiect  Coor
dinator 

vTTTs  Karagwe,  Tanzania 
CARE,  the  international  relief  and  development  organization,  is  looking  fur 

a   Project  Coordinator  who  will  coordinate  the  implementation  and  reporting 

on  all  projects  under  the  Kagera  Environmental  Program  in  Ngara  Camp  in 

Tanzania.  Projects  work  with  refugees.  local  communities  and  local 

authorities  to  reduce  the  impact  of  the  refugees  on  the  environment. 

Activities  include  Agro-forestry,  controlled  harvest  of  fuel  wood,  appropriate 

technology,  and  environmental  education.  The  qualifications  required 

include  a   bachelors  degree  in  Environmental/  Natural  Resources: 

Community  Development:  3   years  of  experience  in  Project  Management 

and  Implementation  of  Natural  Resource  focused  projects  such  as:  Agro- 

forestry, Appropriate  Technology,  Environmental  Education  and/or 

Forestry.  Working  Knowledge  of  French  or  Swahili.  Desire  candidates  who 

have  experience  working  with  refugees  or  with  community  based 

conservation.  Start  date  is  immediate.  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 

to:  CARE,  Human  Resources  Job  1055, 

151  Ellis  St,  Atlanta.  GA  30303-2439  or  fax  404-249-7748. 

Accounting  Specialist 
HIID 

The  Harvard  Institute  for  International  Development  seeks  an  accounting  specialist  to  work  on  a   two-year 
project  In  n   developing  country  setting.  Specialist  assists  on  tasks  related  to  developing  policies,  regulations, 

formats  and  procedure*  required  to  strengthen  expenditure  control  systems  in  central  ministries  and  regional 
governments.  Candidates  must  have  an  MA  in  accounting  or  related  degree,  with  an  M.BA  or  PhD  preferred. 

Experience  wiih  government  accounting  systems,  particularly  single  entry  systems  and  modified  single  entry 

systems  required.  Experience  with  accrual  on  accounts  payable  and  receivable  without  a   closed  balance  sheet 

highly  desirable.Experience  in  Ministry  of  Finance  in  developing  country  desired.  Experience  wilh  accounting 
systems,  (wiiicularly  former  British  systems  a   plus.  Fluency  in  English  required.  Startup  possibly  as  early  as 

August  1996.  Senrl  cover  letter  and  resume  as  soon  as  possible  to  Professional  Recruitment,  HDD,  One  Eliot 
Street,  Cambridge.  MA  02138.  or  fax  to  617/495  0527. 

Hairard  Univenity  is  an  afimative  action/tqaal  opportunity  employer.  Women  and  minorities  are  fnceurngtd  to  apply. 

TMh lardian 
Weekly 

will  be  publishing  an  MBA  advertising  feature 

on  25  August  1996 
Please  call  the  sales  team  on  +44  161  834  8686 

for  more  details 

APPOINTMENTS/COURSES  19 
Centre  Techique  de  Cooperation 

Agricole  et  Rurale  AM Convention  de  Lome 

Technical  Centre  for  Agricultural 

and  Rural  Co-operation 
ACP-EU  Lome  Convention 

PUBLICATION  OFFICER 
CTA  is  an  International  organisation,  based  In  the  Netherlands,  that  was  created  under 
the  Lome  Convention  to  promote  the  transfer,  exchange  and  utilisation  of  Information 
lo  strengthen  agricultural  and  rural  development  In  the  ACP  countries  (70  African, 
Caribbean  and  Pacific  countries.) 

As  a   senior  member  of  staff,  the  post  holder  will  be  expected  to: 

-   Co-ordinate  the  publication  of  afl  the  centre's  Institutional  publications,  which 
include  a   bi-monthly  bulletin  In  English  and  French,  an  annual  report,  conference 
proceedings,  study  reports  and,  occasionally,  bibliographies  and  directories. 

-   Edit  English-language  publications. 

-   Contribute  to  the  development  of  the  contre's  publications  policy  and  manage  its 
day-to-day  implementation;  tills  will  Include  mairilaining  relations  with  consultant 
editors,  publishers,  translators  and  printers. 

-   Provide  support  lo  thp  Centro's  co-publication  programme. 

■   Will  i   other s.  develop  and  manage  an  integrated  progranirm  <   lo  strorinthnn 
agricultural  communication  capabilities  In  ACP  countries,  including  an  mtocjroie-i 

programme  ol  training  in  sclent ifle  communication. 

-   Develop  and  manage  the  Centre's  photo-library. 

Profile 

In  addition  to  a   relevant  imivHSity  degree  Irom  a   reo  n.jiu«;e<|  institution,  tlm  .ippln  .ml  n>  r,i 

•   nave-  EnylrJi  as  tiv>  tust  wnikinr.i  language  and  bo  Ikieiil  in  French  'tnnwlo- 1- 1«>  t P   '-lugiie  ̂    r.i  Spanish  w« uiiri  be  an  added  advantage/ : 

have  ol  least  f-  venrs  e-penance  in  editing  and  publishing  with  e -.per ion-. e   m 
agricultural  sciences  and  development  activities. 

-   be  a   national  or  a   member  country  of  the  ACP  group  fAforrm  Cra-ihP*  u-  v   \ 
Ptfoiiira  i_-i  oi  j   Ei.ii'  jpu.-in  Ui  nun  counti , 

Attractive  salary  and  e.v  cel  lent  working  conditions. 

Applications  and  CV  to  be  sen(  lo:  Th©  Director 

CTA 

PO  Box  380 

6700  AJ  WAGENINGEN 
The  Netherlands 

from  whom  further  information  may  be  obtained.  Closing  date  or  application: 

20  September  1996. 

The  collapse  of  (he  Soviet  Union  and  the  effects  of  civil  war  have  left  Tajikistan  with  a 
falling  economy  and  few  functioning  services.  Sava  the  Children  has  been  working  since 
1993  to  support  vulnerable  children  and  their  families,  but  will  need  over  the  coming 
months  to  replace  two  key  International  staff. 

PROGRAMME  MANAGER 
£19,661  pa  +   benefits  Tajikistan 

Based  In  the  capital  Dushanbe,  you  will  be  responsible  for  Ihe  management  and 
development  of  all  5CF *   activities  in  Ta£kJstan. 

PROJECT  MANAGER 
£17,886  pa  +   benefits 

Tajikistan 

Based  fn  Khatton,  you  will  be  responsible  tor  the  management  of  the  existing 
Female  Headed  Households  project  and  its  development  of  new  approaches  to 

poverty  alleviation. Both  posts  require  substantial  experience  of  managing  overseas  development 
programmes  including  staff,  financial  and  resource  management.  You  shoutd  also  have 
strong  monitoring  review  and  evaluation  skills,  supported  by  developed  analytic  ai  skills, in  addition,  Perslan/Russian  language  skills  are  preferred. 

Both  posts  are  offered  on  a   12  month  contract  and  have  accompanied  status. 
Salaries  should  be  tax  free.  You  can  also  expect  a   generous  benefits  package  Including 
accommodation,  flights  and  other  Uving  expenses. 

For  further  details  and  an  application  form,  please  write  to  Janet  Curtra-Bronl. 
Overseas  Personnel.  SGF.  1 7   Grove  Lane,  London  SE5  8RD  or  fax  01 71  793  7610. 

Closing  date:  3 1st  August  1996, 

SCF  aims  to  be  an  equal  opportunities  employer. 

Save  the 
■   Working  for  a   better  world  for  children 

t 
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ACCESS  CAR  HIRE  U.K. 

Hcuncnstle  G;ir.iyo  Ltd  (Dept.X) 

Oath  Hoad,  Rending,  Herksliiro  HG3U  2HS 

SPECIAL  OFFERS'! 
AVAILABLE  ON  MOST  MODELS 

DURING  APRIL  &   MAY 

AIRPORT  TERMINAL  MEET  &   GREET  SERVICE 

PLEASE  WRITE  PHONE  OR  FAX  FOR  DETAILS 
EXAMPLE 

ESCORT  1 .6LXI  for  2   WEEKS 
£280.00  Fully  Inclusive  of  comprehensive  Insurance 
CDW,  del I   vory/c  olfaction  to  Heallirow,  Gatwick  or 

London;  unlimited  mileage. 

PAMBER  CAR  HIRE  U.K  1734.102412 

C2  HEADING  HOAD,  W00DLLV,  III  AOIHO,  FlGG  ODD-  FA’:  >‘1'1  <0)  1   731  600?95 
slno  r-HOHL  on  t a*  ion  a   cnociiiini.  tudav  ion  foil  details 

wt  mcf.t  Youii  •   lic.iit  amo  too  connnuc  voon  jowhnlv  winiour  uhlavs. 

HOV1R  METRO 
POND  FIESTA 

ford  ucort  1.4 
rovir  214 

e   on  )b  FORD  SIERRA  1.0  UTATV  riRR E   90  6   PEUOBOT  409  B8TATS  8188 

rMnw  Mwwni  ■   hj  a. 

ROVIR  214 
rovir  416  &   210  £160 

FORD  MONDBO  1.6  BiqA 

FBUOBOT  409  8130 

-   FORD  MONDBO  1. 8/2,0  U   , 

PBU0HOT  408  1.8  OR 

Q   ROVER  620  MJ 
H   rovir  820  aU 

wno.1  Mil  Mumi  mu  covuHUmioiuMiiM  imumtid  ihuoc.  cm,  omowi 
MctfiMra  rm  im  nwi.  ms  i»»Ti  urn  moamn  mujhk.  im  muvot  io  iohmh  mvowtb 
on HMigraiMnm. nu mo cave*, mi mim rut* vat.  cmdct omd  teams. 

fWtfe 
89UUBW ■t  WG.tr  l 

PRICES  PER  WEEK 
FROM  (tcumcmiwti 

m   LOW.  LOW  PRICES  m   GREAT  SERVICE  FROM  A   WORLDWIDE 
COMPANY  U   FULLY  INCLUSIVE  RATES  *   WIDE  RANGE  Of 

VEHICLES  m   OVER  60  LOCATIONS  NATIONWIDE 

M   CALL,  WRITE  OR  FAX  TO  OUR  CENTRAL  RESERVATIONS 

TELEPHONE  _ 

01 494  442  110  01494  474  732 
WWW  CM  RfKTAL  OR  0U)  OOURtHOUXKnWMXM  HMD  NON  VttWM*  BUCKS.  HFUS0T 

i   Hir  rain  .ire  iiulu«ivi-<il  VA  I .   I'llW, l/nllinii'il  MIIimki  arid  full  AA 

m<  mbiiolil])  slid  iii.x  l   Altai  kti  el 
Hi.  p   ai  AJn-n  krnWa 

Wl.hKI.Y  1>A11.Y7» 

HAT 

UMHWKm  nim 

WWHFIttqA  1WW»  l?  OH 

SlNrtXMKkA  WtlKi  I'lflO 
IllMiLM'iikr  II7JIBI  "1  no 
HIM1  MtiMil.u  iial.OO  L'llXJ 

HlHIddiMiM) AirrilMATIC  IN!  flu  „%W 

HKiVniKi  iw-.urroiiuu'.&vnvH.'K 
TUB  VILLAGE  GARAGE,  HIGH 

STREET,  DORAIANSLlNI), 
SURREY,  WIT  flpY 

menio.vEi.oo  44  wu  833338 

YAXi-00  44  134'J  B3221 1 

MARTINS  Car  Hire 
— Specialists 

I'crfuml  mtet  <t  greet  servirt  at 
HuUlmiw  &   Gatwick  Airports 

JMUK‘14  1256  843035 

CoMIlre  MARTINS 

Specialists 
fax ♦•14  1256843035 

phone 

♦44  1   258  24448 

t|u**s  ivfcGOWKK 

NEW  CARS:  OLD  PRICES 
HEATHROW/GATWICK 

■   Personal  met*  A   grecl  service 

*   Discounls  for  yy 

cxpala  &   diplomas  LjOImL *   Unlimited  mileage 

■   FuU24hrAA&  RAC  cover *   Visa/Access  accepted 

Cuotacl  us  for  fully  Inclusive  rate 

B8  Meadow,  Godaiming,  Surrey 
GU73»rrUK 
Tel  +44  1483  86004G 

Hue  +44  1483  800187 

Advertisements 

ROBERT  WHITLHV  CAR  HIRE 
HEATHROW  -   GATWICK 

•'■Ml  fP<  'M  ill  FW  INC 

EST.MI  CAM  (111  ew  INC, 

HUM.  i   AV i.l  (SUM  tip*  met 
rn  It#  ,T  AUt  IMS  MoCWL  CU».  10 

StATTTlIro  HFW  ML'C'D. «VB*  5SATLA  BTATS  ilSO 

G   KAN  ADA  UHIA  Al  IT<  •   C 1 10 a'iiOKF.OFOVBB  +b  VSHICIt:.  IMCtUOB  1 
aa  covu,  unuMinti  mii&w.  unumbo 

AND  PASS  i.OUKTION  AND  LIU  VIST 
For  tn  JomiedUtc  comneildm  quou 

i«l«phou«  44  (0)  ]   m   -   7+44SF 

Fji  +4  (0)  1152-79+591 
Mobile +A  (At  til-  1 14709 

Jumlnc  Coiuge.  Tllford  RaxA  Rnilmiwr, FMtduni, Surrey  QUID  IBP. 

II  Is  a   condition  of  acceptance  of  advertisement  orders  that 
p/opiietors  of  The  Guardian  Weekly  do  not  guarantee  the  Insertion  o 
particular  advertisement  on  a   specified  date,  or  at  ail,  although  every  i 
will  be  made  lo  meet  the  wishes  of  advertisers:  further  they  do  not  ac 
liability  for  any  loss  or  damage  caused  by  an  error  or  inaccuracy  n 

printing  or  non-appearance  of  any  advertisement.  They  also  resen/i 
right  to  classify  correctly  any  advertisement,  edit  or  delete 
obiecttonabte  wording  or  reject  any  advertisement. 

Although  every  advertisement  Is  carefully  checked,  occasionally  mist 
do  occur.  We  therefore  ask  advertisers  to  assist  us  by  checking 
advertisements  carefully  and  advise  us  Immedately  should  an  error  o 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  accept  responsibility  for  more  than 
INCORRECT  Insertion  and  that  no  repudiation  will  be  granted  ii 
case  of  typographical  or  minor  changes  which  do  not  affect  the  va! 
the  advertisement. 
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Eye  for  detail ...  A   satellite  image  showB  the  damage  caused  by  the  earthquake  last  year  in  Kobe,  Japan,  including  a   toppled  flyover 

Now  you  can  watch  Big  Brother 
Privately  financed  Spy  probes  are  raising  issues  of  Take  Space  Imagines  $500  million  forces  against  Kurds  are  Hi: 

,   ..    ,       _   we  in  the  sky.  Il  will  be  locked  into  a   ing  international  nervousnoa national  security  and  govsrnments  are  getting  sun-synchronous  orbit  (orbiting  only  Part  of  the  concern  lies  w 

nervous,  write  Edward  Helmore  and  Robin  McKIe  over  ground  and  sea  that  is  In  day-  that  the  media  will  be  frei 

TO  ISRAEL  they  are  a   threat 

to  its  rocky  hold  over  Arab 

territory.  China  is  upset  be- 
cause its  suppression  in  Tibet  couid 

be  exposed,  while  Turkey  fears  Us 
assaults  on  Kurds  may  be  revealed. 

Suddenly,  commercial  satellites 
are  ruffling  international  feathers. 
And  the  particular  focus  of  this  fury 
is  a   new  generation  of  privately 

financed  spy  probes,  each  capable 

of  seeing  objects  only  a   yard  across 
from  the  depths  of  space. 

In  die  next  few  months,  three  of 

these  new-general  ion.  high-resolu- 
tion satellites  are  to  be  blasted  into 

space  —   launches  that  will  raise 
critical  issues  of  national  security, 

individual  privacy  and  the  public’s right  to  access  of  information. 
At  the  heart  of  the  problem  lies 

the  cold  war  technology  of  deep- 
space  monitoring  of  Earth,  recently 

privatised  by  Bill  Clinton’s  adminis- tration to  maintain  the  United 

States’s  lead  in  commercial  satellite 

expertise.  The  high-resolution  Ben- 

sors  of  US  spy  probes  —   whose  im- ages were  once  placed  before  the 

eyes  of  security  officials  only  —   are now  to  become  available  for  anyone 
with  bucks  to  spare.  The  concept 

will  revolutionise  public  monitoring 

of  the  environment,  (he  scrutinising 

of  peace  agreements — and  the  gath- 
ering of  television  news.  Experts  pre- 

dict the  space  imagery  industry  will 
be  worth  $6  billion  by  2000. 

Want  to  pinpoint  the  source  of Russian  river  pollution  spilling  into 

the  Baltic?  Or  do  you  want  a   picture 

of  a   bomb  blast  that  military  offi- 
cials will  not  let  you  near?  No  prob- 
lem. In  each  case,  images  supplied 

by  companies  such  ns  RarthWntch. is  due  to  launch  its  first  spy  satellite 

later  this  summer,  and  Space  Imag- 

ing Inc  and  Orbimage,  which  nre 

both  due  to  put  satellites  into  orbit 

next  year,  will  meet  those  needs. 
“It’s  a   technology  of  freedom  for 

enlightened  countries  but  a   tool  of 

terror  (or  closed  societies.”  says 
Mark  Brender,  a   producer  at  ABC 

television’s  Pentagon  bureau. “We’re  entering  an  age  of  trans- 

parency and  governments  are  un- comfortable with  It.  Those  who 

embrace  it  will  be  stronger." 
What  is  causing  unease  Is  the  un- 

surpassed power  of  the  cameras  and 
sensors  on  board  the  new  satellites. 

Experts  say  these  instruments  will be  able  to  take  photographs  with  at 

least  100  times  more  detail  than 

their  predecessors. 

Take  Space  Imaging’s  $500  million 
eye  in  the  sky.  It  will  be  locked  into  a sun-synchronous  orbit  (orbiting  only 

over  ground  and  sea  that  is  in  day- 

light), a   ] mill  that  will  allow  (lie  satel- lite to  proride  an  image  of  any  site  on 

Earth  once  every  three  days.  Pho- 

tographs will  cost  as  little*  as  $   100  per 

square  mile  of  (he  targeted  area. 

Designed  for  the  commercial  mar- 
ket, these  high-resolution  images 

will  benefit  a   wide  variety  of  civilian 

purposes:  from  agricultural  man- 
agers to  urban  planners,  construc- 

tion companies  and  public  utilities. 
Such  uses  do  not  raise  eyebrows. 

What  is  causing  concern  is  the 
idea  that  iraditional  sovereign  rights 

arc  about  to  be  redefined.  Accord- 

ing to  the  United  Nations  “open 
skies"  policy,  supported  by  the  US, 
countries  may  still  own  the  airspace 

above  their  territory.  On  the  other 

hand,  they  cannot  limit  die  opera- tion of  imaging  satellites  in  space. 

Hence  Israel’s  fury  over  the 
threat  that  its  Arab  neighbours 

could  use  imagery  bought  from 
EarthWatch  or  Space  Imaging  to 

target  missiles  against  it  with  pin- 
point accuracy.  Its  diplomats  are 

lobbying  the  White  House  to  limit 
the  resolution  of  pictures  taken  over 
its  territory  to  10ft  on  the  grounds 

of  national  security. 

Similarly,  bird’seye  views  of 
China's  suppression  in  Tibet,  In- 

donesia’s campaigns  against  the  East 

Timorese  and  assaults  by  Turkey’s 

At  the  heart  of  rebel  causes 
OBITUARY 
Jessica  Mitford   

7HE  WRITER  Jessica  Mitford, 
who  has  died  aged  78,  was  the 

second-youngest  of  the  famous  — 

or,  in  the  case  of  the  two  who  be- came fascist  supporters,  infamous —   Mitford  sisters. 

It  was  Nancy,  the  eldest  of  the  sue 

daughters  of  the  second  Baron 

Redesdale,  who  laid  the  foundations 
of  what  became  a   Mitford  industry; 

her  novel  The  Pursuit  Of  Love 

(1945),  sold  a   million  copies  with  Its 
lightly  disguised  family  portraits. 
Jessica  gave  the  industry  a   further 
push  in  1960  with  Hons  And  Rebels: 

a   purportedly  factual  account  of  her 

upbringing  and  youthful  adven- tures, enchanted  middle-class 

England  with  its  picture  of  upper- 
class  eccentricities,  private  jokes, 

language  and  nicknames. 

Jessica  next  took  on  a   more  de- 
manding target:  the  powerful  and 

devious  American  funeral  business. 

The  American  Way  Of  Death 

(1963),  funny,  brave  and  devastat- ing, consolidated  her  reputation, 

showing  she  was  a   writer  with nerve  and  social  purpose,  not 

merely  an  upper-class  entertainer. 

Known  to  family  and  friends  as 

Decca,  or  Dec,  Jessica  Mitford  was raised  in  the  Cotswolds.  The  sisters 

were  Nancy,  Unity,  who  was  Hitler’s 
friend;  Diana,  who  married  the  fas- cist Sir  Oswald  Mosley;  Pam,  who 

wed  the  extremely  rich  and  eccen- 
tric spectroscopist  Professor  Derek 

Jackson;  snd  Deborah,  the  Duchess of  Devonshire.  A   brother,  Tom,  was 

killed  in  the  second  world  war. 

Decca  remained  friends  with  Pam, 

Nancy,  and  Debo;  but  not  with  Lady 

Mosley.  When  she  Invited  Decca’s son  to  stay  in  Paris,  Decca  replied 
that  she  thought  it  a   bad  idea;  he 

was  half-Jewisli  and  she  did  not 
want  him  turned  into  a   lampshade. 

As  a   teenager,  she  subscribed  to 

the  Daily  Worker  and  pinned  up  the 

Hammer  and  Sickle  In  her  room 
while  Unity  was  pinning  up  portraits 

of  Hitler. 

In  1937  she  eloped  to  the  Spanish 
dvii  war  with  Esmond  Romiily,  a 

nephew  of  Winston  Churchill.  She 
laid  a   felse  trail  for  her  family,  who 

were  distraught  at  her  disappear- 
ance. Eventually,  after  Scotland 

Yard,  (lie  Foreign  Office,  and  vari- ous British  consulates  had  become 
involved,  they  were  married  by  the 
British  consul  In  Bayonne. 

Back  In  London,  they  settled  In 

forces  against  Kurds  nre  also  caus- 
ing international  nervousness. 

Part  of  the  concern  lies  with  fears 
that  the  media  will  be  freed  from 

their  dejjcndenco  on  government 
Information  during  interna lionnl 

crises  and  will  be  able  to  collect  pic- 

tures so  detailed  that  they  will  re- 
semble views  from  a   helicopter  ride. 

Mr  Ft  renders  contention  (hat  it  is 

a   technology  of  freedom  and  tram* 

latency  may  seem  pious.  Still,  the 

peaceful  uses  of  spy  satellite  tech- 

nology have  precedents.  President 
Lyndon  Johnson  once  said  (hat  the 

firet  US  spy  probes  —   which  re- vealed (lint  die  Soviet  Union  was  not 

stockpiling  H-bombs  and  missiles 
with  anything  like  the  ardour  that 

American  generals  hat!  claimed  — 
had  justified  the  cost  of  the  entire 

space  programme.  Experts  such  as Arthur  C   Clarke  agree,  and  argue 

that  the  availability  of  spy-satellite 

technology  will  promote  interna- 
tional stability.  Neighbouring  coun- 

tries will  be  less  quick  to  threaten 
each  other  when  troop  movements 

or  missile  silos  are  visible  to  all. 
"The  free  availability  of  space  im- 

agery will  have  a   stabilising  effect 

on  world  affairs,”  says  Bryan  Web- 

ster. of  Space  imaging.  "Ihe  less 
possible  it  is  for  countries  to  be  sur- 

prised. the  less  potential  there  is  for 

conflict" 

Intelligence  agencies  are  likely  to 

be  the  largest  purchasers  of  high- 
resolution  images  from  these  new 

PHOTO  SPACE  IMAGING  At  JD  MITSUBISHI  COUP 

probes.  Iraq  will  buy  pictures  of 
Saudi  Arabia,  Iran  will  seek  those  of 
Israel,  and  India  and  Pakistan  will 

purchase  images  of  each  other, The  biggest  loser  is  likely  to  be 

the  US  government,  which  once 

used  its  spy  satellites  to  maintain  a 

huge  military  advantage  over  rivals 

—   a   superiority  used  with  devastat- 

ing success  in  the  Gulf  war. 
Fearing  it  will  lose  this  key  advan- 

tage. the  licences  granted  to  spy- 
sntellite  n|>rr,Ttors  by  the  National 

Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Adminis- 
tration since  1094  include  clauses 

giving  the  Stale  Department  the 
right  to  restrict  broadcast  data  from 

a   certain  area  when  national  secu- 

rity or  foreign  policy  Interests  "may 

be  compromised”. 

To  lltc  US  media,  the  wording  r,( 

these  regulations  is  Inn  vague  and 

amounts  to  “prior  restraint"  of  llieir constitutional  rights.  Instead,  they 

propose  (hat  the  media  should  be free  to  impose  self-censor  ship  when 

there  is  a   “clear  and  present  dan- ger" to  security. 

Critics  say  a   state  such  a-  Israel could  easily  be  seen  as  a   foreign  pol- 

icy interest  and,  if  restrictions  were allowed,  this  would  set  a   precedent 

that  could  lead  to  other  blackout 
areas  lo  accommodate  the  interests 
of  the  political  party  in  power. 

The  State  Department’s  notion 
of  a   foreign  policy  problem  would 
mean  that  any  time  a   client  state 

says  it  wall  be  upset  by  this  kind  of 

imaging  then  restrictions  will  be  in- troduced," says  David  Bartlett  of 

the  Radio-Television  news  Direc- 
tors’ Association.  —   ITte  Observer 

Jessica  Mitford:  Honourable writer  with  soda!  purpose  . 

Rotherhithe  ami  joined  the  Ber- mondsey Labour  parly.  A   daughter, 

Julia,  died  of  pneumonia  aged  four months.  Next,  vaguely  hoping  that 

Romiily  could  make  some  money 

lecturing  to  women’s  clubs  in  the United  States,  they  went  to  Wash- 
ington, and  then  to  Florida,  where 

Romiily  worked  as  a   barman,  When the  ChamberiHln  government  fell; 

and  was  replaced  by  the  Churchill 

coalition,  Romiily  signed  up  with  the 

Royal  Canadian  i/Ur  Force.  After 

training  he  was  posted  back  to 

Britain  a9  a   pilot  officer. 

In  November  1941,  Romiily  was 

killed  during  a   bombing  raid  on 

Hamburg.  By  then  Decca  had  given 

birth  to  their  second  daughter.  Con- 
stancy. She  found  war  work  in 

Washington,  and  in  1943  married 

Robert  Treuhaft,  a   calm  and  humor- ous left-wing  Harvard  lawyer.  They 

joined  the  American  Communist 

party  during  the  war  and  afterwards moved  to  Oakland,  California,  where 

their  house  became  a   centre  for  rad- 
ical politics.  She  was  placed  on  the 

US  Attorney-General’s  subversives 
list  and  nppeared  before  the  Califor- 

nia state  senate  “un-American  activi- ties" committee.  It  was  the  lack  of  a 

job,  she  and  her  husband  asserted, 
that  turned  her  to  writing. 

Their  house  was  on  the  edge  of 

the  Berkeley  campus  of  the  Univer- 

sity of  California,  so  that  in  the  six- ties they  were  at  the  heart  of  every 

leftwing  cause.  Treuhnft’s  law  finn 
was  the  first  that  any  West  Coast 

radical,  black  or  white.  In  difficulties 
with  the  law  turned  to  for  defence. 
On  American  leftwing  causes, 

such  aa  civil  rights,  she  was  serious; 

but  communism  was  for  her  an  un- 
examined  extension  of  her  1930s 
anti-fascism;  and  In  any  Case,  living 

in  California,  she  was  able  to  insu- 
late herself  from  the  realities  of 

Soviet-dominated  eastern  Europe, 

and  focus  instead  on  the  injustices 

of  the  US.^  Argument  was  not  nn  ac- 

tivity she  enjoyed.  She  was  less  a 
communist  than  a   natural  anarchist. 

Authority,  wherever  and  however it  showed  Itself,  was  a   Decca  target 

—   always  excepting  the  Communist 

party.  She  particularly  enjoyed  ex- 
posing rackets,  as  in  the  case  of  the 

"death  industry". 

America  did  not  change  her.  Her 

vocabulary  and  accent  remained 

pure  Mitford:  “Do  tell*  she  would 
say,  eager  for  gossip.  Almost  every 
year  she  returned  to  England  with 

her  husband,  and  rented  a   London 
flaL  One  night  she  would  give  a 

party  attended  by,  among  others, 
unreconstructed  members  of  the 

old  left,  the  next  she  would  be  din- 
ing with  (he  Duke  and  Duchess  of 

Devonshire  at  Chalsworth.  Having  I 
her  cake  and  eating  it  was  a   Decca 

speciality. In  later  life,  declining  lo  grow  old 

gracefully,  she  became  a   sought-after lecturer  on  the  university  circuit, 

delighting  and  stirring  up  students 

with  her  jokes  and  irreverence. 
Her  daughter  Constancta,  her 

son  Benjamin,  born  in  1947,  and  her 
husband  survive  her.  Another  soil, 
Nicholas,  tiled  in  1955,  aged  11. 

Michael  Davie    

Jessica  Lucy  Milford,  author,  born 

September  11,101 7;  died  July  23, 

1996 
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Ghosts  of  the  gallant  South 
Americans  in  Atlanta  are  rallying  to  the  flag  —   the  flag 
of  the  Confederate  states,  writes  Diane  Roberts 

MOST  Americans  consider 
themselves  absolved  from 

the  past:  Southerners, 

however,  nre  prisoners  to  it, 

churned  to  a   hi«n»ry  Hint  won’t  go 
away.  Hie  Olympic  flame  has  been 
burning  high  over  Atlanta,  capital  of 

Georgia,  the  self-proclaimed 
 
"city 

ton  busy  to  hale”,  hut  presiding  over 
tlir  Olympic  I   eeh  nopal  is  :is  well  — 
displayed  a   little  loss  prominently  — 
lips  heen  the  controversial  state  flog 

with  tlie  i   nn  federate  cross  and 
stars  in  the  corner. 

Hie  governor  of  Georgia,  along 
with  black  trailers  throughout  the 
Sou  lit.  tried  to  remove  the  battle 
banner  »i  the  Confederacy  from  the 

flag  in  lime  for  the  games.  Tile  Con- 
federate emblem  was  only  added  ill 

PJ.'il)  in  outraged  white  supremacist 

response  to  the  US  Supreme  Court’s 
llrown  v   the  Hoard  of  Education  de- 

rision ending  segregation.  'Hie  gov- 
ernor's effort  failed  amidst  cries 

from  conservative  whiles  that  their 

"heritage'*  was  under  attack  Groin 
the  Yankee- fied  forces  of  political 
correctness. 

“Cultural  ethnic  cleansing"  is 
what  the  Southern  League,  a   bur- 

geoning organisation  of  mustly  mid- 
dle-class, often  academic,  certainly 

angry,  white  men  call  attempts  to 
wean  the  South  off  the  trappings  of 
itoslavohokling  past. 

“We  are  nut  racist,"  declares  Dr 
Michael  I   fill,  founder  and  national 
president  of  the  Southern  League. 
He  says  the  League  does  not  believe 
in  slavery,  but  Ite  looks  forward  to  a 
time  when  the  South  is  a   nation 

once  again.  If  the  11  slates  which  se- 
ceded in  1861  left  the  Union  now, 

claims  the  Southern  League,  "its 
GNP  would  place  it  among  the  top 
five  or  six  nations  of  die  world  and 

its  laws  would  better  reflect  the  nat- 
ural conservatism  and  Christian 

roots  of  the  Southern  people".  The 
South  could,  says  Hill,  return  to  a 

"natural  liierarchy".  Though  he 

won't  say  this  out  loud,  that  means 
whiles  on  top,  blacks  on  the  bottom. 

In  a   piece  of  Faulkneresque  irony. 
Hill,  a   tall  Alabamian  with  a   courtly 
accent  and  long  beard,  teaches 

British  history  at  Stillman,  a   small 

Presbyterian  college  in  Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama.  Almost  all  of  Stillman's  stu- 
dents are  black.  "I  always  wear  a   little 

Confederate  battle-flag  pin  on  Robert 

E   Lee’s  birthday,  and  they  under- 
stand that  Fm  celebrating  my  culture 

just  the  way  they  celebrate  theirs  by 

wearing  n   Malcolm  X hat.”  lie  says. 
The  Southern  League  is  the 

brainchild  of  Hill  and  several  other 

white.  pro-Confederate  scholars,  "n 
Southern  literati  and  intelligentsia". Hill  calls  diem.  They  nre  not  people 
who  would  be  comfortable  in  white 
rubes  anil  hoods. 

Southern  League  membership  is. 

they  claim,  growing  fast:  perhaps 

4,000  (they  won’t  rcvenl  actual  fig- 
ures) in  26  states,  including  non- 

Smi thorn  ones  like  Oregon  and 
Arizona. 

The  league  nsserls  the  South  as 

a   sepamte  "notion".  The  name  comes 
from  two  of  the  League’s  philosophi- 

cal inspirations.  One  is  the  League 

of  United  Southerners,  an  antebel- 
lum assemblage  organised  in  1858 

by  two  pro-slavery  aristocrats, 
William  Lowndes  Yancey  and  Ed- 

mund Ruffin,  who  fired  the  famous 

first  shut  that  began  the  Civil  War  at 
Fort  Sumter,  South  Carolina,  in  1861. 

The  other  source  is  modern  and 

European:  tile  Northern  league  of 
Italy,  the  separatists  advocating  a 

republic  from  Turin  to  Venice.  Hill 
likes  to  boast  of  his  close  ties  with 
Umberto  Bosai,  the  leader  of  the 
Northern  League. 

The  Southern  League  also  looks 
to  the  Scottish  Nationalist  Party  far 

ideas  on  how  to  separate  them- 
selves from  the  colonising  power 

they  call  almost  like  sixties  lefties, 

the  "American  Empire”.  Hill  and  the 
League  shrug  off  die  SNFs  socialist 
tendencies;  they  embrace  any  and 
all  separatists,  from  the  Parti 
QuCbgcois  to  Plaid  Cymru. 

The  League's  politics  are  as  melo- dramatic as  Gone  With  The  Wind. 

One  Virginia  member  writes:  “The 
monied  power-hungry  Elites  of 
America,  along  with  their  camp  fol- 

lowers in  government,  media,  edu- 
cation, and  rainbow  coalitions,  ape 

picking  up  where  Sherman  left  off. The  death  of  Dixie  is  their  final 

objective." 

But  Hill  insists  he  is  not  calling  for 

armed  insurrection  against  Wash- 

ington —   yet  'The  South's  position, 
constitutionally,  in  1861  was  the  cor- 

rect one/'  he  says.  The  Civil  War 
(which  Southern  Leaguers  call  The 
War  for  Southern  Independence! 

was  not  about  slavery  —   liberating 
African-Americans  was  just  a   pious 
excuse  for  an  imperialist  venture  by 

Yankees  lusting  after  power  and  the 
South's  cotton  wealth.  The  Southern 

League  argues  that  individual  states 
are  sovereign  and  that  the  federal 
government  operates  solely  with  the 

consent  of  the  states;  Georgia  or  Al- 
abama could  secede  tomorrow  if 

only  Washington  properly  under- 
stood the  10th  Amendment. 

“Farcical,"  says  Sam  Webb,  a   con- 

stitutional historian  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alabama  at  Birmingham. 

Webb,  and  most  legal  scholars, 
agree  that  the  supremacy  clause  of 

the  Constitution  ensures  pre-emi- 
nence for  the  federal  government. 

Webb  points  out  that  the  1787  Con- 
stitution was  deliberately  crafted  to 

"emasculate  the  power  of  state  legis- 
latures" which  were  then  (and  some 

might  say  still  are)  out  of  control. 

THE  SOUTHERN  League  de- 
mands that  Robert  E   Lee's birthday  become  a   national 

holiday,  just  like  Marlin  Luther 

King's.  They  want  to  return  to 

British  spelling  (Webster's  Dictio- 
nary is  more  “cultural  ethnic  cleans- 

ing"). They  want  control  over 
representations  of  the  past:  lately 

they  have  been  incensed  by  plans  to 

place  a   statue  of  the  late  tennis  star 
Arthur  Ashe  in  his  home  town  of 
Richmond,  Virginia. 

The  myth  of  the  moment  is  the 
Confederate  battle  flag.  Gary  Mills, 

professor  of  history  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alabama,  writes  in  the 

Southern  Patriot,  the  League 

newsletter:  The  so-called  Rebel  flag 

is  the  flag  of  the  South — symbol  of 

many  good  things  about  our  culture 
and  history  that  are  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  Southerners  —   white, 

black  and  red.”  But  it  is  hard  to  find 
black  or  Native  American  Southern- 

ers who  feel  that  the  Confederate 

Our  woman  in  Hong  Kong 
Anson  Chan  is  Chris 

|   Patten’s  number  two.  Will she  step  into  his  shoes, 
asks  John  Glttings 

A   A 'SON  CHAN  feels  "Chinese", 
f   \   but  imt  “Chinese  Chinese’*,  it  is 

I   an  important  distinction  to  make  for 
i   someone  who  is  number  two  in  Hong 
•   Kong  and  could  become  number 

I   nre  it  slit-  meets  Beijing's  approval. 
Chan  declines  an  invitation  to  say 

that  the  handover,  ill  just  under  one 

year's  liitit.  means  that  Hung  Kong 

will  he  "reluming  lo  the  mother- 

j   land"  “Our  concepts  and  values  arc 
i   different  ...  We  naturally  identify 

1   with  Chinese  aspirations  in  wonting 

tu  make  Dung  Kong  work  well.” :   Ami.  slit-  adds  with  careful  balance, 

;   ‘in  contributing  to  China's  success". ■   Fvfi  since  Sun  Ynl-sen  launched 
the  first  Chinese  revolution  in  lPtl 

'   from  abroad  (anti  failed),  Chinese 

|   "coin  |   ml  riots"  Irom  outside  have had  a   problem  in  defining  just  how 
.   clusclv  they  relate  lo  the  mainland. 
I   Chon,  now  Chief  SecMarv  tinder 

Chris  Patten,  faces  the  future  with  a 

fiercely  cheerful  smile.  Born  in 
Shanghai  in  1940,  she  left  with  her 
family  in  1948.  She  has  all  the 
charm  and  determination  with 

which  that  city's  exiles  conquered 
Hong  Kong  in  the  1950s. 

Chan  talks  cautiously  about  the 

process  of  "selection-election"  by 
which  a   Beijing-sponsored  commit- 

tee in  Hong  Rons  will  choose  a 
successor  to  the  governor,  Chris 

Pultru.  Her  name  has  been  trailed 

over  the  post  two  years  as  a   poten- 
tial new  "chief  executive"  who  will 

replace  the  colonial  "governor". 
More  realistically,  she  could  be  re- 

tained by  Beijing  as  the  number 
two,  so  that  the  civil  service  stays 
on  board  with  her.  The  polls  show 
she  is  bv  far  the  most  popular 

choice  in  Hong  Kong,  but  that  Is  nut 

necessarily  u   i   ccommeiidution. 
last  month.  Chan  was  in  Loudon 

I   meeting  the  Foreign  Affaire  Com- 
mittee. briefing  the  Prime  Minister 

and  milking  reassuring  noises.  Tin 

neither  in  despair  nor  starry-eyed," 
she  insists.  ‘‘But  no  one  lias  yet 
made  money  betting  against  Hong 

Dixie  revialted  ...  A   Confederate  soldier  at  a   gathering  of  Southern 

revivalists  in  Atlanta  photograph:  van  has9Elu#'Sygma 

Chon:  *\  am  neither  in  despair, 

nor  starry-eyed1 
Kong.’'  if  she  does  sail  through  to 
the  new  Chinese  horizon,  she  will 
be  completing  a   pad:  which  began 
for  so  many  young  refugee  children 
in  the  ptore  austere  fifties.  She  was 
spurred  on  by  a   strict  grandmother 
who  expected  Isjr  "to  study  hard 
and  be  honourable".  Graduating from  Hong  Kong  university  in 
English  literature,  she  joined,  the 

flag  signifies  anything  other  than  I 
the  slave-owning  hegemony  of  the 

Old  South. 
Some  of  the  League's  spiritual allies  are  even  less  subtle.  Charles 

Davidson,  a   Republican  state  sena- 

tor standing  for  election  to  Con- gress from  Alabama,  says  slavery 
was  the  best  thing  ever  to  happen  to 

Africans  who  were  “not  civilised  and 
given  to  Voodoo,  cannibalism  and 
witchcraft'  until  the  nice,  Bible- 
believing  plantation  owners  chained 

them  in  Jesus'  name.  I   am  sure  that 
those  converted  black  Southerners 

are  most  grateful  today."  Davidson declares  the  Confederate  flag  repre- 
sents "less  government,  less  taxes 

and  Southern  independence",  ap- pealing to  the  fear  and  loathing  of 
the  federal  government  growing  in 

the  nation  as  a   whole,  and  the  appro- 
priation of  victimhood  by  white 

Southerners. 

Michael  Hill  is  quick  to  point  out 
that  Davidson  is  not  a   Southern 

League  member.  Davidson's  overtly racist  rant  may  be  too  much  even 

for  Southern  Leaguers  —   they 

preach  "heritage,  not  hate".  But 

British-run  civil  service  in  1962, 
which  offered  women  a   better 
chance  of  advancement  and,  she 
adds  sensibly,  a   good  salary. 

Chan  became  known  as  an  advo- 

cate of  equal  pay  and  women's 
rights.  By  1987,  she  had  risen  to  be- 

come secretary  for  economic  ser- 

vices, at  the  hub  of  Hong  Kong’s economic  life,  overseeing  the  port 

and  airport,  telecommunications 
and  tourism.  Then  in  November 

1993  she  became  the  first  woman  — 
and  the  first  Chinese  —   to  occupy 

the  post  of  chief  secretary  under 
Chris  Patten. 

She  has  acquired  the  reputation 

of  being  a   “dragon  woman" (roughly  the  Chinese  equivalent  of 
an  iron  lady).  But  the  problem  of 

Identity  persists  for  all  Hong 
Kongers  of  Chinese  descent.  Most 

of  those  who  want  to  leave  have  al- 
ready done  so;  Chan  ia  one  of  many 

who  believe  they  still  have  some- 
thing to  contribute,  even  if  they  are 

not  quite  dear  whether  it  is  to  Hong 
Kong  or  to  China  or  to  both.  . 

“We  are  proud  to  be  Chinese," 
1   they  say,  'land  we  want  to  contribute to  China's  emergence  as  a   modern 
nation."  Saying  that  is  easy;  the  next 

part  iq  more  difficult  “We  valued 

however  much  the  league  wants  to  ; 
hide  behind  scholarly  gentility,  the  , 

likes  of  Charles  Davidson  could  be 

their  path  to  power.  The  Republican 

Party  often  plays  the  race  card. 
North  Carolina  Senator  Jesse 

Helms's  last  re-election  campaign 

featured  a   television  advert  in  which 

a   pair  of  white  hands  holds  a   rejec- 
tion letter  as  a   voice-over  intones. 'You  needed  that  job.  Bui  they  gave 

it  to  a   minority.’'  Witli  the  resur- 
gence of  overt  racism  in  the  South, 

the  Olympic  torch,  symbol  ot  diver- 
sity on  the  grandest  scale,  recalls 

not  just  Atlanta's  Phoenix,  rising  out 
of  the  ashes  Sherman  left  on  his 

incendiary  march  to  tlie  sea.  but  the 
crosses  that  used  to  flanie  on  nearby 

Stone  Mountain  and  the  40  burned 
black  churches  across  the  South- 

The  New  South  —   tlie  South  of 

Bill  Clinton,  of  black  mayors  in  At- 
lanta and  Birmingham,  of  progres- 

sive organisations  —   is  having  an 

identity  crisis.  Tlie  fight,  as  the 
Southern  League  knows  well, 

over  tlie  ownership  of  a   vexed  his- 
tory in  a   new  South,  backsliding 

toward  the  old. 

our  years  undei  the  British  umbrella 
and  we  are  sure  we  shall  continue  to 
thrive  under  the  Chinese  umbrella. 
In  recent  months.  Anson  Clum  h®8 

been  playing  dinner  games  with  Lu 
Ping,  the  top  Chinese  official  who 
deals  with  Hong  Kong,  and  other 
senior  Beijing  bureaucrats-  ^ 

year,  he  said  he  whs  too  busy  to 
meet  her  in  Hong  Kong.  She-thw 
flew  m   tandon  and  on.  with  a   seem 

I   invitation,  to  Beijing.  Thai  started 

j   people  talking,  especially  since  she 

!   dined  with  Iju  Ping  on  her  own:  na 

:   notes,  no  Hong  Kong  minder. 
In  April  this  year,  she  flew  up  atj^ 

for  a   more  formal  meeting. 

:   problem  now  is  twofold.  She  inus 
reject  China’s  criticisms  oi  Hoof 
Kong's  laBt-rainute  dash  for  .denwc 

racy  or  else  seem  rdisloyal  to  tin 
regime  she  still  serves.  But  she  mus 

be  ready  to  work  with  Beijing's  altei 
native  programme  in  a   year’s  time. 

China  Is  most  likely  to  appoint  i 
figurehead  chief  executive  from  om 
of  the  formerly  pru-British  Hon 

Kong  Chinese  figures  who  hav •   turned  their  coats  in  time-  But  who 
■   denying  any  ambition,  Chan  ffM 

!   an  air  of  confidence.  Will  herpSti1' 
tism  and  diplomacy  meet.  Beijing 
unpublished  job-description?:  'v 
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Woman  of  the  West’s  veiled  intentions 
When  Tansu  Ciller  was  elected  Turkey’s  first  female 
prime- minister,  the  nation’s  women  celebrated.  Now 
promises  appear  to  have  been  broken  and  the  party 
is  over.  Maureen  Freely  reports  from  Istanbul 

■   M   g HEN  she  became  Turkey’s 
1/1#  first  woman  prime  minis- m   W   ter,  in  1993,  Tansu  Ciller 
was  a   secular  dream  come  true.  No 

one  could  be  more  opposed  to  Is- 
lamic fundamentalism  than  she  was. 

It  wasn't  just  that  she  saw  Turkey's 
future  in  die  West  —   as  a   US- educated  economist,  who  had  got 
her  husband  to  take  her  name,  she 

was  the  West  Tlie  consensus,  even 

among  die  many  westward-stepping 
women  who  did  not  share  her 

riglitwing  enthusiasm  for  market 
forces,  was  that  she  had  to  be  a 

goad  thing,  if  only  because  she 
proved  that  h   woman  could  make  It 

to  the  top. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  general  elec- 
tion last  December,  site  worked 

hard  to  turn  this  goodwill  into  votes. 
She  targeted  many  of  her  speeches 
at  women  who  were  nervous  about 

the  rapid  rise  of  fundamentalism. 
She  told  them  she  was  their  best 

and  perhaps  only  guarantee  against the  Islamic  Welfare  party  (Refah). 

Now  she  has  entered  into  a   coalition 
with  Refah,  anti  the  women  who 
voted  for  her  Are  up  in  arms. 

Last  month,  the  Federation  of 
Women's  Associations,  headed  by 

Necla  Aral,  filed  two  suits  against 
Tansu  Ciller  —   now,  as  a   result  of 
the  coalition  deal,  in  the  dual  role  of 

deputy  prime  minister  and  foreign 
minister  —   for  breaking  her  cam- 

paign promise.  Meanwhile  the headquarters  of  her  True  Path 

party  has  been  deluged  with  furious 
letters  and  faxe6.  Not  all  of  them  are 
from  women,  but  because  women 

are  at  the  symbolic  centre  of  funda- 
mentalism, it  is  women  here  who 

feel  its  threat  most  keenly.  And  the 

women  who  feel  most  betrayed  — 
and  embarrassed  —   are  her  former 

colleagues  »l  Istanbul's  Bogazfei 

university. 

In  the  few  weeks  I   have  been 

teaching  here,  I   have  not  found  a 
single  woman  who  has  a   word  to  say 

in  her  favour.  "There  is  a   Turkish 

saying  that  sums  her  up."  they  tell 

me.  "If  you're  going  to  sink,  you 

grab  at  snakes.”  They  claim  now  not 
to  be  surprised  by  her  about-turn. When  she  was  teaching  here,  they 

say,  she  was  a   male  clone  and  never 

a   good  friend  of  anyone.  She  was  al- 
ways an  opportunist  and  not  sincere 

in  anything  she  did.  When  she  told 
tlie  nation  she  was  its  mother,  all 
she  was  doing  was  apeing  the  ninny 

generations  of  male  politicians  who 
had  claimed  to  be  its  father.  Tlie  re 

was  nothing  modern  about  her 
brand  of  nationalism.  Others  accuse 

her  of  having  used  her  sex  apiienl  to 
advance  her  cause.  There  ia  even  a 

story  going  around  that  she  won Clinton  over  by  touching  his  elbow. 
What  makes  her  critics  angriest 

is  that  they  claim  she  broke  her 

campaign  promise  to  save  herself 
and  her  husband  from  an  investiga- 

tion into  allegations  of  corruption. 

Last  month,  the  government  an- 
nounced the  biggest  ever  shake-up 

of  the  judiciary.  The  key  figure  to  be 

moved  is  the  official  who  was  exam- 
ining two  separate  enquiries  into 

the  couple's  financial  dealings.  As 
he  was  also  looking  into  allegations 

that  the  Refah  party  misused  funds 

Intended  for  Bosnia,  his  removal  to 

the  provinces  might  be  seen  by  cyn- 
ics as  good  news  for  both  coalition 

partners.  But,  as  one  endangered 

official  fold  me,  increasing  the  num- 

ber of  Refali  supporters  is  "the worst  tiling  that  could  happen  to  our 

country,  especially  for  women". 
“Tansu  Ciller  has  opened  the 

floodgates  to  Refah  because  of  her 
stupirl  behaviour,"  says  UylaAysan of  the  Society  for  the  Support  of 
Contemporary  living,  a   voluntary 
organisation  which,  among  other 

things,  runs  educational  pro- 
grammes lor  disadvantaged  women 

and  children.  The  organisation  tar- 
gets women  not  because  of  a 

Western-style  feminist  agenda,  but 

because  it  believes  women  hold 

the  key  in  the  fight  for  secularism. 
T’m  sure  Tansu  Ciller  doesn't  want 
to  live  under  sharia  law.  but  she  can 

On  the  campaign  trail . . .   Ciller  in  happier  times 

always  go  back  to  the  US.  When 

people  talk  of  freedom,  is  it  coinci- dental that  they  also  have  second 

passports?  I've  never  voted  for  her. I’ve  always  been  suspicious  of  the 

right  wing.  When  she  was  elected, 
we  were  all  happy  far  about  id  days. 

But  she  hasn't  done  nnytluug  for 
women.  Now,  thanks  to  her,  we  can 
turn  on  the  television  ami  watch 
Refah  men  complain  about  how  they 

can't  go  on  holiday  because  there 

are  no  separate  pools  for  women." 
Like  many  women  here,  Aysan  is 

afraid  that  they  want  to  turn  the 

country  into  another  Saudi  Arabia. 
(Our  first  news  of  die  coalition  was 
when  the  wife  of  a   deputy  ran  through 

the  campus  screaming:  "She's  sold us  to  Iran!")  But  not  all  women 
intellectuals  think  that  an  Islamic 

state  would  be  a   disaster  for  West- 
ernised women.  A   notable  example 

is  Nililfer  Gtiuze  whose  book.  Mod- 

ern Veil,  proposes  that  Islam  could 
be  a   liberating  force  tor  women. 

Even  those  who  think  that  is  hug- wash  still  insist  that  an  Islamic  party 

has  a   place  in  government,  no  matter 
what  kind  of  force  it  is.  As  (iUlen 

Aktns,  vice  rector  of  Bogazi^i  univer- 

sity, points  out:  "You  can't  disregard 25  per  cent  of  the  electorate  and  you 
have  to  remember  that  Refali  is  a   new 

party  that  hasn't  had  its  splits  yet.” 
She  predicts  the  Iran  and  Saudi- 

type  radicals  will  leave  and  it  will evolve  into  yet  another  traditional 

conservative  party.  “They  nre  look- ing at  the  models  and  the  majority 

do  not  like  Iran,  Afghanistan  or  Al- 
geria." The  future,  she  says,  is  what 

French  newspaper  Le  Monde  has 

begun  to  call  "Islam  soft". 

Even  if  Islam  here  turns  out  to  be 

medium  hard,  it's  still  misleading  to 
think  that  it  stands  for  all  things 
traditional.  There  is  more  tlum  one 

tradition  in  Turkey.  Women  have 
had  the  vote  longer  than  in  many 

parts  of  eastern  Europe,  Asli  Davsz- 

Mardin.  co-founder  of  the  Women’s Library,  stresses.  Recent  research 
has  shown  that  there  was  an  active 
suffragette  movement  here  dating 

back  to  the  mid-19lh  century. 
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As  every  action  eventually  gets 

an  equal  and  opposite  reaction,  it 

should  not  be  surprising  that  tlie 

number  of  women  wearing  Refah head  scarves  and  ankle-length  coats 

seems  to  increase  every  day.  What 

is  surprising  is  that  this  is  happen- 

ing not  just  in  the  poor  neighbour- 

hoods where  the  party  is  strongest, 

but  also  in  the  universities.  It  is  said 
tiiat  the  women  ore  paid  to  keep 
their  heads  covered,  but  if  I   kept  my 

eyes  covered  in  class,  1   would  have 

no  way  of  tolling  my  fundamentalist 

students  from  their  ultra- Westernised  classmates.  They  all 

read  the  same  books  and  go  to  the 

same  Burger  King  and  think  the 
best  film  ever  made  is  Pulp  Fiction. The  headsenrves  arc  getting  the 

same  education  as  everyone  else. 
What  will  it  do  to  their  bends  when 

they  get  married  and  return  lo  their 

proper  place  in  the  hume? 
It  is  common  knowledge  that 

Refali  owes  its  success  lo  its  women 

activists,  who  run  a   brilliant,  grass 
roots  movement.  Will  tlie  most 
educated  among  them  always  be 

content  with  second  -class  status? 

Although  the  parly  did  interview women  when  selecting  candidates 

for  the  last  election,  they  did  not  sty 
lecl  a   single  one.  At  first  they  said  it 

was  because  the  dress  codes  in  par- 
liament banned  head  scarves.  When that  didn't  wash,  they  said  they  hnd 

assessed  candidates  on  a   points  sys- 
tem and  that  no  women  hnd  been 

awarded  enuugh  points.  When  that 
made  them  the  laughing  stuck  of 

the  media,  they  claimed  that  they 
had  asked  women  lo  stand  and  that 

the  women  had  refused.  Now  the Refali  women  are  saying  that  they 

are  working  for  tlie  party  and  want 

nothing  for  themselves,  but  the  gen- 
eral public  is  not  buying  that  either. 

Instead  they  are  lalking  about  it. 

Everywhere  you  go,  you  hear  peo- 

ple arguing  about  women  and  Islam and  Saudi,  with  the  same  passion 
(hat  they  used  to  argue  about  Lenin 
and  Mao  in  tlie  Soviet  Union.  The 
new  coalition  has  forced  everyone 

lo  re-examine  and  defend  what  they* 
believe  in.  ft  is  no  longer  a   question 

of  looking  L'nst  or  West:  this  is 
where  the  next  big  ideulugic.il  battle 

will  be  fought  anil  won.  That's  how 
it  feels,  anyway.  By  betraying  her 

campaign  promises,  for  what  appear 
to  be  the  most  selfish  of  reasons. 
Tansu  Ciller  may  inadvertently  have 
done-  the  country  a   big  favour. 

Crude  ideology  behind  'bogus'  asylum  policy Nick  Raynsford,  MP,  is 

shamed  by  the  treatment 
of  an  Iraqi  Kurd  seeking 

political  refuge  in  Britain 

LAST  month  a   “bogus" 

asylum  seeker  came  to  see me  at  my  constituency  Burger y. 

Ahmed  (not  his  real  name)  is  a 
31 -year-old  Iraqi  Kurd.  He  is 
married  and  has  four  children 
he  has  not  seen  for  about  a   year. 

He  fled  to  England  in  1995  after 

almost  10  years  of  terror  at  the 

hands  of  Saddam  Hussein's regime, 

In  198G  he  was  shot  at  from 
the  air  by  an  Iraqi  helicopter  in  , 
an  area  that  hnd  been  liberated 
from  the  Iraqi  regime.  Ahmed 
had  fled  there  to  avoid  bejng 

conscripted  Jnto  the  army  during 

the  Iran-Iraq  war. . 
In  1988  Aluucd  was  arrested, 

blindfolded  and  subjected  to 

repeated  electric  shocks  to  his 

leg9  and  genitals.  The  torture continued  for  two  weeks.  During 

this  time  he  was  frequently  sus- 
pended from  the  ceiling  by  one 

leg,  abused  and  whipped.  He was  also  forced  to  witness  others 

being  tortured  including  one man  having  his  fingernails  . 

pulled  out  and  his  feet  set  on fire.  The  man  was  subsequently 

executed.  Ahmed  knew  that  if  he 

sighed  the  confessions  that  he 
was  urged  to  make,  at  a   price  for 
ending  (he  torture,  he  would suffer  a   similar  fate. 

Eventually,  after  five  months' 
solitary  confinement,  he  was 
released.  Three  years  later, 
when  the  Kurdish  uprising 

began,  Ahmed  joined  the  free- 
dom fighters  hi  their  doomed  re- bellion. His  brother,  who  was 

also  involved  in  the  rising,  was 

one  of  5,000  Kurds  buried  alive 

by  the  Iraqi  forces  after  the  re- bellion was  put  down.  Ahmed 
fled  towards  the  Iranian  border 
with  his  family  but  returned 
home  after  Saddam  Hussein 
declared  an  amnesty.  He  was 

arrested  again  and  tortured.  He 
remained  imprisoned  for  a   year 

until  his  release.in  1993. 

Last  year,  security  police  vis- ited his  home  while  he  was  away. 
His  uncle  warned  him  that  If  he 

returned  hia  life  would  he  In  dan- 

ger. At  this  point  Ahmed  realised tiiat  ho  had  to  get  out  of  Iraq.  He 

managed  to  get  across  the  border 
Into  Turkey  from  where  he  was 
helped  on  to  a   flight  to  Britain. 

He  arrived  at  London's  Heathrow airport  exhausted,  frightened, confused  and  speaking  no 

English.  His  friends  In  London 
met  him  and  on  the  Monday  ■ 

helped  him  to  make  on  applica- 
tion for  political  asylum. 

Few  people  hearing  Ahmcd'n 
story  could  fall  to  be  moved. Few  would  disagree  that  he  is 
someone  with  a   genuine  and 
well-founded  fear  of  persecution 

In  his  own  country.  Few  would 
dispute  hla  claim  to  asylum  in  a 
free  country  that  offers  a   refuge 
to  victims  of  torture  and  political 

oppression.  For  more  than  three centuries  Britain  hns  enjoyed 

tiiat  reputation  as  one  such 

country. 

Ahmed's  friends  were  sur- 

prised to  learn  that  under  the 

Conservative  government's 
recent  asylum -rule  changes, 

Ahmed  Is  classified  as  a   “bogus" refugee.  Ahmed's  error  was  not to  declare  that  he  was  seeking 

political  asylum  at  tlie  moment he  arrived  at  Heathrow.  The  fact 
that  he  waB  exhausted  and  spoke 
no  English  might  seem  a   good 
reason  for  this  omission.  It  was 

only  two  day's  later  (bat  his  claim for  asylum  was  made. 
But  under  the  rules  devised 

by  the  Government  this  short 
delay  Is  treated  ns  evidence  that , 
the  application  la  bogus.  In  one 
respect  Ahmed  was  lucky.  Had 
he  arrived  hi  Britain  recently,  he 

would  also  have  been  denied 
access  to  benefits.  Without  tlie 

support  of  friends  he  would  have 
starved  while  his  application 
was  being  considered.  This  . 

process  can  take  y<?ars  rather 
than  months. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  these  : 
disgraceful  new  rules  Iiave  been twice  overturned  by  the  judges  . . 
In  the  Court  of  Appeal?  Is  it  any 

wonder  tfaatlast  month  the  House . 
of  Lords  voted  by  a   majority  of 

three  to  amend  these  rules  to 
allow  a   three  day  period  of  grace 

for  new  arrivals  in  Britain  to 

claim  asylum?  The  Government 
did  not  welcome  this  change  and 
the  House  of  Lords  finally 

backed  down  in  its  confrontation 

on  July  22,  giving  the  Govern- ment a   majority  of  14  to  reject 

the  move  for  three  days’  grace. 

It  speaks  volumes  about  the extent  to  which  Government 

policy  is  driven  by  crude  Ide'o- 
iogy  devoid  of  compassion  and 

humanity, 

I   highlighted  Ahmed’s  case  in the  House  of  Commons  at  the 

beginning  of  this  year  when Parliament  debated  the  benefit 
rule  changes  for  asylum  seekers. 

Yet  Tory  ministers  proceeded  tu 

introduce  these  rules  despite  ' knowing  the  implications. Ahmed’s  application  for 

asylum  has  now  been  with  die Home  Office  for  more  than  eight 

months.  He  has  heard  nothing! 

In  the  meantime’  his  wife  and children  remain  in  Iraq  and  he 

is  fearful  for  their  safety. 

Mck  Raynsford  is  Labour  MP  j 

for  Greenwich 



GUARDIAN  WEEKLY 
August  4   1988 

24  FEATURES   

Taking  the  bile  out  of  Chinese  medicine 
Researchers  In  Hong 

Kong  are  looking  for 
natural  alternatives  to 

remedies  based  on 

tigers,  rhinos  and  bears, 
writes  Andrew  Higgins 

FOR  tigers  in  Siberia,  rhinos  in 
Africa  and  bears  in  China,  the 

final  fragile  line  of  defence 

against  extinction  may  be  the 

doomed  lives  of  rheumatic  and 

feverish  rats  in  a   Hong  Kong  labora- 
tory, injected  with  turpentine  and 

chemicals  to  induce  the  ailments  for 

which  tiger  bone,  rhino  horn  and 

bear  bile  are  prized  as  cures 

throughout  Asin. 

Rather  than  denounce  traditional 

Chinese  medicine  as  quackery  or 

sex  aids,  rcaeurchors  at  the  Chinese 

University  of  Hong  Kong  (CUHK) 

urc  testing  the  prescriptions  of  an- 
cient medical  texts  and  seeking  sub- 

stitutes for  those  which  require  the 
slaughter  of  wild  animals. 

'There  is  a   hysteria  In  the  West 
about  the  yellow  peril  looking  for  an 

erection,"  said  Judy  Mills,  Hong 

Kong  director  of  Traffic,  an  interna- 

tional group  monitoring  the  wildlife 
trade.  “There  is  a   big  myth  that 
tigers  are  hunted  for  their  penises. 

Some  people  eat  tiger  penises,  but 

they  are  not  what  is  threatening  the 

tiger." 

A   bigger  problem  is  the  conflict 
of  interest  between  wildlife  conser- 

vation and  a   medical  tradition  re- 
sponsible for  a   contraband  trade 

worth  up  to  $10  billion  a   year. 

“A  guy  who  poaches  a   single  tiger 
in,  say,  Cambodia  makes  10  times 
his  annual  income  with  a   single 

shot,"  says  Ms  Mills.  "It  is  Uke 

winning  the  lottery."  There  are  now 
fewer  than  6,000  tigers  in  the  world, 

compared  with  25,000  half  a   century 

ago. Even  in  Hong  Kong,  where  more 

than  150  years  of  British  rule  has 
entrenched  Western  medical  care, 

surveys  show  that  at  least  half  the 

population  also  use  traditional cures. 

“We  face  a   terrible  dilemma  and 

scientific  research  is  the  best  way 

out  of  It,"  says  Paul  But  Pill-hay,  a 
biologist  at  CUHK,  who  is  at  foe 
forefront  of  efforts  to  reconcile  foe 

welfare  of  wild  animals  with  the 
health  of  humans. 

He  discovered  how  difficult  foe 

balance  can  be  when  his  young 

daughter  fell  ill  with  a   severe  fever 

that  resisted  four  days  of  treatment 
with  antibiotics.  Chinese  medicine 
recommends  rhino  horn  In  such 

cases,  for  its  “cooling'’  properties. 
The  fever  finally  subsided  with 

the  help  of  egg  whites,  a   less  contro- versial Chinese  folk  cure.  Thank 

God  I   did  not  have  to  confront  an 

impossible  choice,"  Dr  But  says. 
lYaditional  medicine  prescribes 

rhino  horn  for  Illnesses  ranging 

from  nosebleeds  to  delirium  and 

Btrokes.  Experiments  by  Dr  But  at 
the  Chinese  medicinal  material  re 

search  centre  show  that  high  doses 
of  rhino  horn  do  help  to  reduce 
fever  but  that  the  horn  of  oxen, 

water  buffalo  and  the  saiga  antelope 

have  foe  same  effect,  at  least  on 
laboratory  rats. 

His  centre  is  conducting  research 

on  tiger  bone,  illegally  used  in  Asia 
to  treat  rheumatism,  muscle  pains 

and  paralysis.  Researchers  in  main- land China  believe  the  zukor,  a 

small  rodent  of  the  Tibetan  plateau, 

has  many  of  the  same  properties. 
The  search  for  substitutes  itself 

raises  uncomfortable  issues,  how- 
ever. The  International  Fund  for 

Animal  Welfare  (Ifaw)  has  just 

raised  $75,000  to  support  research 
In  China  Into  herbal  alternatives  to 

bear  bile,  which  was  listed  in  a   Tang 

dynasty  pharmacopoeia  in  659  as  ef- 
fective against  gallstones  and  is  now 

widely  used  in  the  West  in  synthetic 

form.  A   bear  gall-bladder  can  fetch 

up  to  $18,000  on  the  Asian  black 
market. 

But  the  research  involves  tests  on 

laboratory  rata,  which  many  West- 
ern campaigners  oppose.  The  group 

has  asked  China’s  state  administra- 
tion for  traditional  Chinese  medi- 
cine not  to  use  donated  British 

money  for  teste  on  rats,  but  it  accepts 
that  Chinese-funded  parts  of  the 

same  programme  will  involve  rats. 
Such  squeamishness  mystifies 

most  Chinese.  Mindful  that  its  popu- 
lation of  wild  bears  was  dwindling 

fast,  China  set  up  a   number  of  bear 
farms  10  years  ago  to  harvest  bile. 
Western  activists  now  condemn  the 

system  as  cruel. 
Practitioners  of  Chinese  medi- 

cine, particularly  its  more  conserva- tive adherents  in  Korea,  Taiwan  and 

Hong  Kong,  question  the  use  of Western  science  and  sensibility  to 

analyse  their  craft  and  rewrite  their 
rules. 

"Chinese  medicine  is  far  more 

than  just  chemistry.  It  involves  an 

entire  philosophy  that  cannot  be  un- 

derstood by  science  alone,"  says  Wu 
Ziming,  a   university-trained  Chinese 

doctor  and  manager  of  “Eternity",  a 
Hong  Kong  apothecary  stocked 
with  herbs,  snake  skins,  seahorses, 

deer  tails  and  dried  herbs. 
He  accepts  the  use  of  alternatives 

to  those  animal  parte  banned  by  foe 

convention  on  international  trade  in 

endangered  species  but  says  that 

Chinese  medical  texts  —   which 

include  330  herbal  guides  —   pro- 
vide more  answers  than  research 

laboratories. “Chinese  medicine  has  developed 

over  2,000  years  to  become  a   com- 

plete system,"  Mr  Wu  says.  "U  Is  not 
just  Westerners  who  care  about  ani- 

mals. If  they  die  out  we  suffer  too " Conservationists  and  Chinese 

healers  are,  however,  slowly  ac- 

knowledging a   measure  of  shared 
Interest.  Each  side  has  its  funda- 

mentalists but  neither  camp  can  af- 
ford constant  confrontation. 

A   small  sign  of  cooperation  is  foe 

newly  launched  database  on  foe 

chemical  properties  of  traditional 
medicines  at  CUHK.  But  East  and 

West  remain  far  apart 

“People  are  not  like  cars,”  9ays 

Dr  But.  “It  is  not  just  a   matter  of 

using  gasoline  instead  of  diesel. 
With  a   patient,  the  doctor  has  to 

make  far  more  difficult  decisions." 

Robyn  Davidson  asks:  Where  do  you  go  when  there's  nowhere  left  to  discover?  Stay  at  home,  advises  John  Hooper 

A lot  waving  but  drowning Walk  on  the 
wild  side 

HEN  innii  stepped  on  the 

moon,  there  were  two  opin- 
ions —   that  it  was  :i  great  thing:  that 

ii  was  a   terrible  thing.  (Actually 

there  was  a   third  view:  as  ii  was 

clearly  impossible,  it  had  never  hap- 

pened at  all.) 
I   was  of  the  second  opinion  at  the 

lime.  The  thought  of  footprints  on 

that  lump  of  glowing  ruck  was 

hideous  to  me.  How  long  would  it 

he  before  there  were  package  tours 

up  there?  Plastic  bags  hanging 

about  in  zero  gravity?  But  I   lived  in 

the  Australian  ch-sert  then,  and  that 
was  about  as  close  as  you  could  get 

10  ‘■pure”  landscape  on  this  uver- 
crowiled  planet. 

1   remember  walking  in  parts  of 

that  desert  where  it  was  highly 

probable  that  no  human  being  had 

walked  before,  f   trod  carefully.  I 

wished  to  cover  my  tracks.  I 

thought  of  that  earth  as  Eden  before 

the  Fall. 
But  of  course  there  is  no  such 

tiling  as  virgin  landscape.  Aborigi- 

nal people,  whether  they  had  trod- 
den on  it  or  not.  had  certainly 

changed  it  —   by  hunting  certain 
animats  to  extinction,  introducing 

the  dingo,  encouraging  the  growth 

of  grasses  tit  rough  the  use  of  fire. 

Some  years  later,  f   t*>ok  a   friend 
back  to  :i  particularly  remote  corner 

of  “my"  desert.  There  was  no  one 
ami  nothing  for  a   radius  of  five 

hundred  miles.  I   eulogised.  I   .   .   . 
boasted.  We  were  driving  along  a 

dirt  (nick  which  hud  seen  not  so 

much  ns  n   bicycle  tyre  in  the  previ- 

ous six  months.  Tin-  track  split  into 
two.  And  on  the  longue  of  sand 

between  the  two  miserable  little  ruts, 

11  sign  said  “Keep  I. eft  ”. 
lito  sign  infuriated  me.  I   saw  il  as 

an  invasion,  further  evidence  of  the 

grotesque  need  humans  had  to  lift 

their  legs  and  pee  on  everything 

they  came  across.  It  did  nut  strike 
me  as  bizarre  at  the  time,  that  (his 
resentment  at  the  invaders  did  not 

Davidson:  ‘We  have  lifted  our 

leg  on  everything' 

include  me,  my  friend  or  my  jeep. 

How  often  have  you  heard  people 

say  that  they  no  longer  want  to  go 

back  to  a   place  hecause  it  has  been 
‘•discovered”.  (And  looking  at  the 

Costa  del  Sol.  who  can  blame  them.) 

Even  so.  it  is  a   curious  phenome- 
non. It  comes  hand  in  hand  with  a 

dislike  of  ourselves.  With  our  alien- 
ation from  the  natural  world,  and 

from  each  other.  This  quest  for  the 
undiscovered  means  font  there  is 

nowhere  that  is  undiscovered  and, 

therefore,  that  there  is  nowhere  left 

to  go.  We  have  lifted  our  legs  on 
everything. 

For  our  wandering  ancestors, 

there  was  no  concept  of  a   nature 

pure  because  of  the  absence  of  man. 

Disturbing  as  his  consciousness 

might  be  to  him,  man  was  nature. 

TTien  humankind  began  to  acUlc,  lo 

plant  crops,  build  cities. 

Tin*  difference  between  "natural” 
1**0 pics,  and  urban  peoples,  is  that 
the  former  bad  a   lot  of  time  in  which 

to  learn  from  their  mistakes  and  to 

come  up  with  ideas  (cultures)  that 

won  id  hest  protect  their  resources 

mul  their  future.  Besides,  ilu-re 

weren't  many  of  them  and  there 
were  enough  resources,  generally 

speaking,  to  go  around.  It's  not  that I   hey  were/arc  morally  or  spiritually 

better  than  us  —   the  Romantic  view 

—   it's  that  they  developed  compen- 
satory systems  in  tandem  with  their 

natural  destructiveness.  And  they 

had  fewer  technologies  with  which 

to  speed  that  destructiveness. 
But  here  we  nre.  at  the  fag  end  of 

the  20lh  century,  (he  same  animal 
with  tlte  same  Instincts,  living  In  an 

impenetrably  complex  global  eco- 
nomic system  where  the  relation- 

ship between  what  we  consume, 

and  the  capacity  of  the  environment 
to  sustain  that  ievel  uf  consumption 

is  sr.  out  of  whack,  it  is  impossible  to 

predict  what  the  outcome  might  be. 
I   was  asked  the  other  day  I 

whether  I   thought  travel  was  a   good 

thing  or  not.  I   thought  il  depended 

upon  what  luggage  you  carried.  If, 
for  example,  you  are  n   certain  kind 
of  Englishman  who  believes  that 

England  is  the  best  place  in  the 
world  then  travel  would  probably 

only  confirm  your  prejudice.  Or  if 

you  travel  with  a   Romantic  ideal  —   a 
desire  to  escape  the  world  rather 

than  apprehend  it  better  —   then 
there  seems  not  much  point  in 

going. 
Travel  is  only  useful  if  you  go 

open  to  the  possibility  of  surrender- 
ing parts  of  what  had  formed  you  in 

exchange  for  the  new  perspectives 
offered  by  difference.  If  you  go  out 

of  curiosity,  and  with  respect.  If  you 

can  enter  a   place  on  its  own  term. 
But  tourism  is  travel  with  its  heart 

ripped  out.  Tourism  imposes  home 
environments  on  a   foreign  place. 

What  is  the  solution?  It’s  a   bit 
much  to  nsk  people  who  have  three 
weeks  holiday  a   year  to  spend  it 

struggling  with  the  confusions  of  an 

alien  place,  or  lo  put  up  with  dis- 
comforts when  what  they  have 

earned  is  rest. 

If  literature  was  a   compensation 

for  the  problems  created  by  civilisa- 
tion, then  perhaps  books  provide  us 

with  u   way  out.  Reading  Is  like 

taking  a   journey.  It’s  an  entry  into 
another  world,  another  conscious- 

ness. It  can  satisfy  curiosity,  edu- 

cate, excite  imagination.  There  are 
too  many  of  us:  there  are  too  many 

books.  Ergo,  stay  home  and  read. 

Robyn  Davidson's  latest  book, 
Desert  Places,  is  published  by 
Viking,  £18 

LUCY  and  1   are  experts.  All  of us  have  a   particular  talent  or 
skill  —   something  we  do  better 

than  anyone  else.  What  Lucy  and 

1   do  better  than  anyone  else  Is 

have  disastrous  holidays. 

It’s  something  we  can  only  do 

together.  Before  we  married,  we 
both  —   separately  —   enjoyed 

normal,  pleasant  vacations.  So 

you  can  imagine  that  our  honey- moon was  something  rather 

special. 
It  began  at  a   hotel  run  by  a 

psychopath.  On  the  first  night, 
she  fell  out  with  a   huge 

Norwegian  and  flung  him  down 

a   flight  of  stairs. 
Honeymooners  are  not  meant 

to  notice  whaf  s   going  on  around 

them.  They’re  meant  to  spend  all 
their  time  in  bed.  We,  too,  spent 

all  our  time  in  bed.  But  that  was 

because  we  immediately  devel- 

oped bronchial  flu. 
I   had  planned  it  all  carefully, 

in  such  a   way  that  we  could 

enjoy  not  one,  but  two,  Greek 
islands.  Thus,  halfway  through, 

when  both  of  us  were  In  high 
fever,  we  had  to  get  up  to  go  to 

the  port 
Tlte  two  Islands  were  next  to 

one  other.  You  could  see  the 

second  front  the  first  But  It  tran- 
spired that  there  was  no  ferry 

between  them.  So  we  had  to  go 

all  the  way  back  to  the  mainland. 
And  then  find  a   hotel,  because 

the  ferry  from  Island  One  didn't arrive  until  five  minutes  after  the 

ferry  to  Island  Two  departed. 
1   shall  not  easily  forget  the 

experience  of  dragging  two 

leaden  bags  through  the  back- 

streets  of  Piraeus  with  a   temper- 
ature of  over  100.  But  later 

events  have  enveloped  (he  mem- 

ory in  an  almost  nostalgic  glow. 

At  holiday  time,  It  has  become 

safe  to  assume  that,  if  neither  of 

us  Is  ill,  It  hns  to  be  raining.  Or 

worse. 
We  went  to  Queensland  and  a 

typhoon  —   yoti  remember  the 

one  that  wrecked  Mackay  and 

Rockhampton  some  years  ago? 

—   defied  all  predictions  to  veer 

towards  us. 
We  went  to  Florida  and  on  the 

first  morning  1   drew  back  the 
curtains  of  our  motel  room  to 

find  a   traffic  sign  embedded  in 

the  rear  of  our  hire  cur  —   there 
had  been  a   hurricane  In  the 

night  which  we  had  been  too 

jet-lagged  to  notice. 

For  u   while,  we  were  con- 
vinced U   wus  nil  the  fault  of  our 

lack  of  planning.  We  pored  over 
brochures  und  compared  rates. 
We  evc-n,  God  help  us,  had  n 

personal  interview  with  the  tour 

operator. For  understandable  reasons, 

we  have  recently  stuck  closer  to 
home,  which  for  iis  is  Rome. 

Last  year,  we  went  to  Umbria 
—   for  that  fortnight  which  every- 

one agrees  saw  the  heaviest 

August  rains  in  living  memory. 

This  year,  we  went  to  the  Italian 
Lakes. 

What  could  be  safer  than  an 

area  which  features  on  a   million chocolate  boxes? 

No  sooner  had  we  cleared  the 
toll  booths  outside  Milan  than 

huge  black  clouds  could  be  seen 
jostling  each  other  in  the 

foothills  of  the  Alps.  The  next 

day's  papers  told  us  seven 

yachtsmen  had  been  winched  to 

safety. 

We  had  not  even  unpacked 

and  there  had  been  a   Shipwreck. 

On  Lake  Magglore.  It  subse- 

quently emerged  that  the  lake was  contaminated  by  DDT. 

I   have  no  advice,  no  moral,  to 
offer.  Just  a   tip. 

Don't  look  for  us  in  other 

people's  holiday  snaps.  Look  , 

for  us  at  the  end  of  the  TV  riews 

—   in  the  segment  reserved  for' 

overseas  natural  disasters.  . 

Look  for  a   fell  man  and  a 

blonde  woman  —   not  waving, 

but  quite  possibly  In  danger  of 

drowning. 
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  FEATURES  25 Issigonis's  \ poached  egg '   on  wheels  that  brought  home  the  bacon Drawings  of  the  Morris 

Minor,  the  first  British  car 
to  sell  a   million,  are  up  for 

sale,  writes  John  Ezard 

ISTORJC  drawings  behind  foe 

making  of  the  Morris  Minor — 
the  first,  ultra-robust  British  peo- 

pled car  of  the  postwar  years  —   are to  surface  on  foe  auction  market. 

The  Minor,  with  its  distinctive 

split  windscreen,  was  savagely  dis- 

missed as  “a  poached  egg"  by  foe 
car  magnate,  Lord  Nuffield,  when 

he  first  saw  drawings  in  the  late 1940s. 

But  it  went  on  to  become  foe  four- 
wheeled  success  of  austerity  Britain, 

foe  nation's  rival  to  foe  Volkswagen 
Beetle.  It  was  foe  first  British  car  to 

sell  a   million  and  launched  the  era  of 

mass  car  ownership,  putting  1.6  mil- 
lion families  on  foe  roAd. 

The  ill-advised  ending  of  produc- 

tion In  1972  was  mourned  by  hun- 

dreds of  thousands  of  motorists.  It 

remains  an  avidly  collected  vehicle, 
whose  bodywork  and  engineering 

has  outlasted  cars  built  decades  later. 

Also  up  for  auction  at  Christie’s on  August  16  are  sketches  for  foe 

revolutionary  front-wheel  drive 
Morris  Mini,  which  displaced  the 
Minor  in  the  last  triumph  of  the 

British  home-owned  car  market. 

Both  were  designed  by  Sir  Alec  Issi- 
gonis,  whose  drawings  are  being 

put  on  sale  by  his  family  solicitor. 
Issigonis  —   horn  in  Turkey  with 

a   Greek  father  and  Turkish  mother, 
with  whom  he  emigrated  penniless 

lo  England  —   was  a   shy  youth  who 

foiled  his  engineering  exams  at  Bat- 
tersea Polytechnic  in  1923  because 

he  was  bad  at  maths. 

“All  creative  people  hate  mathe- 
matics,” he  said.  Though  his  par- 

ents wanted  him  to  be  an  artist,  he 

was  obsessed  with  engineering.  He 

got  a   job  with  the  Coventry  car  firm 
Humber  before  joining  Morris 

Motors  at  Oxford  in  1936. 
“He  had  some  very  fundamental 

new  ideas  about  motor  car  construc- 

tion,” one  friend  remembered.  “The 

first  thing  we  decided  in  the  make- 
up of  this  small  saloon  was  that  we 

would  throw  away  the  chassis  ami 

put  the  engine  outrageously  far  for- 
ward.” By  1942  Issigonis  had  fin- 

ished a   scale  model  of  the  Minor, 

designing  every  detail  down  to  (he 
little  knob  thnt  opens  the  glove  box 

and  the  door  handles. 

In  1945,  the  new  Labour  govern- 

ment asked  foe  car  industry  to  pro- 

duce a   cheap,  tough,  good-looking car . . .   in  sufficient  quantities  to  get 

the  benefits  of  mass  production". Other  manufacturers  spurned  foe 

Beetle  as  a   model  to  imitate.  “We  do not  consider  it  represents  any 

special  brilliance  and  is  not  re- 

garded as  an  example  of  first-class modern  design  to  be  copied  by  the 

British  industry,"  Humber  said.  But 
at  Oxford,  Issigonis  was  allowed  to 

pursue  his  vision. 

He  modelled  the  Minor  partly  on 

the  American  1941-built  Packard 

Clipper.  Nuffield  walked  out  when 

he  first  saw  it.  He  called  the  de- 

signer “Issie-wassi-what’s-his-n  nine". 
"Eleven  years  Inter  —   when  we'd made  a   million  —   he  hud  the  grace 

to  thank  me.”  Issigonis  said. 
Tile  cai'  became  pre-eminent  ill 

its  market  for  its  steering,  read- 

holding  and  use  of  space.  Morris 
Minor  rallies  at  the  Brooklands 

motor  museum  still  draw  200  cars  n 

year  —   one  of  them  an  airborne 

Minor,  with  wings  socially  de- 

signed by  a   Colchester  man. 
Christie's  arc  selling  Issigonis's 

three  original  design  drawings  for 
(lie  radiator  grill,  (lashbonrd  layout 

and  front  bonnet. 
The  catalyst  for  the  Mini  was  the 

1956  Suez  crisis,  which  paralysed  oil 

supplies  through  the  Suez  Canal, 

bringing  petrol  rationing.  Il  tem- 
porarily shattered  confidence  in  big, 

gas-guzzling  ministers  and  flooded 
(he  industry  with  economical  but 

unstable  foreign -built  bubble  cars. 

Tlic  prototypes,  nicknamed 

Orange  Boxes,  were  full  of  techno- 

logical innovations.  They  bud  trans- verse engines,  gearboxes  that 

used  engine  sump  oil,  independent 

rubber  cone  suspension  never  be- fore tried  on  n   mass  production  car, 

mid  tiny,  10-inch  wide  wheels  on  a 
vehicle  (lint  could  do  70mph. 

First  marketed  for  £4%  and 

called  the  Morris  Mini-Minor  or 

Austin  Seven,  it  became  Britain’s first  classless  car.  Lord  Snowdon 

and  John  lx- noon  drove  it.  The 
Queen  was  briefly  photographed  in 

one  with  Issigonis  at  Windsor. 

Easy  to  park,  with  superb  road- holding,  it  wns  taken  to  heart  by 

youngsters  as  a   good  car  for  burn- 
U|w.  It  was  a   hallmark  of  the  permis- sive IfifiOs.  Tile  novelist  Jilly  Cooper 

had  her  baptism  of  fume  with  ;i 

newspaper  column  asking  “Can  you 

dn  it  in  a   Mini?". 

But.  after  Issigonis  died  in  19N\ 

one  executive  said  dial  —   in  con- 

trast In  the  Minor  —   "we  tn*v«T 

mode  a   penny  nut  of  the  Mini”. 

Latter  from  Death  Row  James  L   Beathard Notes  &   Queries  Joseph  Harker 

History  in  the  present 

FROM  my  cell  on  the  third 

tier  of  this  Death  Row  cell- 
block,  I   can  see  the  prison 

farm's  agricultural  fields  starting 

just  beyond  the  compound’s fences  and  stretching  to  the  river 
on  foe  distant  horizon. 

In  the  middle  of  one  of  those 

distant  fields  there  sre  long  lines 

of  white  dots  like  beads  on  a 

necklace,  slowly  rolling  across 

the  ground.  They  are,  In  fact, 

squads  of  Texas  prison  Inmates 
whose  uniforms  are  white,  plant- 

ing cotton  in  a   long  line  in  the hot  summer  sun. 

If  they  were  closer  I   could  see 
that  the  feces  and  hands  of  most 
of  those  men  labouring  In  the 

heat  are  black.  At  the  ends  of 
those  white  lines  and  at  intervals 
across  the  fields  I   can  just  make 

out  the  shape  of  armed  men  on 

horseback,  prison  guards  over- 
seeing the  convicts.  Their  faces 

and  hands  arc  mostly  white. 

They  are  called  field  bosses  and 

high  riders,  and  they’re  ad- dressed as  "Boss"  when  the 
convicts  speak  to  them,  just  as 

the  men  overseeing  foe  planta- tion slaves  last  century  were addressed. 

It  reminds  me  of  the  history  of 

this  place.  Before  the  Civil  War, 
this  tract  of  land  was  known  as 

the  Ellis  plantation  anti  was  one 

of  the  largest  slave  plantations  In! 
tiie  South.  After  the  end  of  the 

war  many  of  the  freed  slaves 

stayed  in  this  area.  Around  the 

turn  of  the  century,  the  planta- 
tion fell  into  state  ownership  and 

waS  made  into  the  Ellis  Prison 

Agricultural  farm,  and  then  later 

the  Ellls-I  Unit  prison  where  1 

live  now,  just  outside  Huntsville, 

Texas. 

As  I   look  out  my  window  from 

this  vantage  point  1   can  see  not 
just  the  distant  horizon,  but  also 

the  distant  —   though  not  distant 

enough  —   past  I’m  struck  by the  sad  irony  that  many  of  the 
African-Americans  doing  time  In 

those  prison  fields  are  the  direct 
descendants  of  the  same  slaves 

who  worked  the  same  fields 
more  than  130  years  ago. 

By  the  same  token,  the  armed 
men  1   see  on  horseback  are 

often  the  descendants  of  the 

whites  who  oversaw  the  back- 

breaking labour  of  these  men’s ancestors.  Tradition  is  not  al- ways comforting. 

Within  a   few  weeks,  these 

modern  day  slaves  will  be  In those  fields  once  again  picking 

cotton  as  they  have  been  doing 

for  far  too  many  generations. 

About  the  only  difference  I   can 
see  between  then  and  how  Is 

that  the  men  now  have  the added  burden  of  being  sprayed 

with  herbicide  and  defoliant from  time  to  time. 

Since  Pm  on  Death  Row,  I 

don't  get  the  “privilege”  of working  in  those  fields,  though 
I’m  sure  ns  has  happened 

every  year  I've  been  here '(nearly  12,  so  far)»  and  cer- 

tainly In  generations  past,  a   few 

of  the  men  will  die  from  tho heat  and  labour. 

Some  things  never  change 

because  hi  some  places  the  land 

and  the  people  who  own  tiie  land will  never  let  changes  be  made. 

HEN  food  is  served  piping 

hot,  who’s  piping  —   or 
where’s  the  pipe? 

/T  IK4.S  (and  Mill  is  on  more  formal occasions  such  as  Burns  night) 

customary  in  Scotland  to  “pipe  in the  haggis"  which  is  to  say  that  the 
food  was  preceded  by  a   player  of 

bagpipes.  Several  haggis  may  be 
“piped  in"  at  the  start  of  a   large  sit- 

ting and  if  you  were  lucky  enough  to 
be  served  while  foe  piper  was  still  in 

full  flow,  your  food  was  said  to  be 
“piping  hot".  —   Paul  Adderity, 

Leichhardt,  NSW,  Australia 

DO  CRIMINALS  ever  resem- 

ble their  identikit  pictures? 

HERE  is  surprisingly  little  sys- 
tematic research  on  this.  The 

most  recent  study  published  by  the 

Home  Office  in  1978  examined 

more  than  700  cases  where  compos- ites were  compiled  in  foe  course  of 

inquiries.  In  the  20  per  cent  of  cases 
solved,  officers  reported  that  the 
composite  was  solely  responsible 

for  one  in  20  arrests.  With  the  new 

computer-based  systems  such  as  "e- fit".  which  have  a   vastly  increased 

range  of  features,  higher  rates  of 

success  may  be  possible.  —   Profes- 
sor Graham  Davies,  Department  of 

Psychology,  University  of  Leicester 

ECRNTLY  convicted  double 

murderer  Paul  Bernardo  bore  a 

stunning  resemblance  to  his  identi- 

kit picture,  compiled  from  Inter- views with  dozens  of  rape  victims 
over  several  years.  But  a   scries  of 

bungles  by  Ontario’s  various  |iolicc 
departments  allbwed  Bernardo  and 
his  wife  to  escape  detection.  They 

later  abducted  two  teenagers  and 

performed  unspeakable  sicls  on 
them,  which  they  videotaped  before 
murdering  them.  Police  who  called 
at  Bernardo’s  homo,  following  die 
release  of  tiie  identikit  picture, 

refused  in  believe  that  n   handsome 

middle-class  man  and  his  beautiful 
wife  would  commit  the  crimes  they 

were  suspected  of.  —   David  Corson, 

Toronto,  Canada 

HY  does  drinking  cider 

through  a   straw  increase 
its  Intoxicating  property? 

DRINKING  a   liquid  through  a 
straw  will  allow  any  volatile  com- 

ponents to  evaporate  —   partly  due  to 
lower  pressure  in  the  mouth  during 

foe  sucking  stage.  As  alcohol  is  more 
volatile  than  water  (the  main  con- stituent of  any  drink),  sucking  any 

drink  through  a   straw  should  release 

large  quantities  of  this  intoxicant. Once  released  as  vapour,  alcohol 

may  pass  into  one's  blood  faster through  the  inner  skin  found  in  the 
mouth  and  gut  than  in  foe  stomach 
itself,  where  alcohol  is  ingested.  Any 

alcoholic  drink  may  be  made  to  taste 
"stronger"  using  a   straw.  —   Andrew 

Healy,  Ashford,  Middlesex 

N   New  York  I   beard  a   repre- 
sentative of  the  Garlfuna 

people  state  that  there  had  been 
a   p re- Hispanic  African  presence on  St  Vincent.  Is  there  any 

evidence  to  support  this?  . 

SUCH  ,   evidence  is  well-docu- 
mented. Ivan  van  .Serlima  re- 

views It  in  a   chapter  in  Race, 
Discourse,  And  Tlte  Origins  Of  Tlte 

Americas:,  A   New  World  View  (ed 

Vera  Hyntt  and  Rex  hfetllcford, 

Smithsonian  ln-uiiiiiion.i.  Mom  inter- 

esting is  his  quotation  from  Ferdi- nand Columbus,  in  his  book  mi  the 

life  of  his  father,  Christopher.  H«* 
reports  tint  his  father  told  him  lv 
had  seen  "blacks"  north  of  the  place 

we  now  call  Honduras.  Tlic-  G.irifu- 

lias  live  in  this  part  of  Central  Amer- 
ica. Christopher  Columbus  wrote  in 

his  journal  of  black-skinned  people 
who  had  come  to  Hispaniola  from 

the  south  and  southeast  in  boats, 

trading  in  gold-tipped  metal  spears. 

Samples  of  die  spears  were  identi- fied with  those  being  forged  at  that 

lime  in  African  Guinea.  —   Edivos  An- 
ders. Brassdorf,  Durham 

Any  answers? HY  do  we  use  a   tick-mark 

to  indicate  written  agree- 

ment or  approval?  —   Michael 

Rowe,  Leicester 

SEVERAL  years  ago  there  was 
a   public  debate  as  to  whether it  wus  safe  to  use  irradiation  to 

preserve  food  and,  if  so,  whether 
such  food  should  be  specifically 

labelled.  How  was  this  debate  re- 

solved? Is  (he  recent  marked  In- crease In  foe  shelf  lives  of  many 

perishable  products  due  to  irra- 
diation? —   Peter  Ainger,  Warrington 

1TH  which  foal  in  mind  was 

foe  term  "fool-proof  sys- 
tem” first  coined?  —   A   Kdssam, 

The  Hague,  Holland 

Answers  should  bo  e   ■   mailed  to  ■ 
we6kiy@guardlan.co.uk.  faxed  lo 01 7 1   /441 71  -242-0985,  or  posted 

to  The  Guardian  Weekly,  75  Farring- don  Road.  London  EC1M  3HQ 
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Bungle  in  the  jungle 
TELEVISION 

Nancy  Banks-Smlth   

COL  Rlashford-Sncll,  the  in- 
( re pid  explorer.  Adrian,  a 
mil  el-nun  mete  (I  exjiert  on 

mammoths,  and  a   few  others,  who 

understandably  preferred  to  remain 

anonymous,  were  looking  for  n 
mammoth  in  Nepal.  And  why  not. 

There  are  few  more  entertaining 

and  harmless  ways  of  passing  the 

time. 

Blasliford-Siiell  has  a   briskly  mili- 

tary manner  of  speaking  and  dint 

tniMioti'h  lisp,  which  has  rather 
fallen  out  of  fashion.  He  addressed 
the  troops. 

"We’rc  here  in  Kathmandu,1'  he 

began  firmly,  “and  what  we’ll  do from  time  to  time  is  have  these 

briefings.  Now  I'm  going  to  ask  Ad- 
wlan  to  come  and  give  us  an  update 

from  the  scientific  angle." 
Dr  Adrian  lister  said,  "Obviously 

one  can’t  walk  up  to  an  11-font  high 
elephant  with  a   tape  measure  and 

ask  to  measure  it’s  head  so  please 

lake  as  many  pictures  as  you  can." 
They  were  looking  for  The  Beast 

Of  Bardin  (Channel  4),  n   very  large, 

aggressive  elephant  with  big  bumps 

on  its  head  like  a   cave  painting. 

Rq'ah,  ns  it  was  known,  had 
chased  Blnshforil-Sncll  and  startled 

a   young  Indy  of  his  acquaintance.  "I do  want  people  to  wemember  dial 
we  are  dealing  with  n   potentially 

dangerous  nniinnl,”  he  said.  It  was 
now  dnrk  and  lie  was  wearing  a 

miner's  lamp  on  his  head.  "The  ele- 
phant is  the  largest  animal  in  the 

world  on  four  feet  and  wild  ele- 

phants can  be-  extwemeiy  hazardous 

to  your  health." He  described  how  Rqjah  had 

once  arrived  by  night,  stolen  his  ele- 
phant, Honey  Blossom,  and  chased 

it  ini  around  the  jungle. 

"If  that  happens,”  he  advised,  "the 
place  to  go  is  the  beach.  Elephants 

don’t  tike  running  on  boulders.  If  it’s 
a   tiRer,  you  arc  dealing  with  a   differ- 

ent animal.  Tigers  love  running 

over  boulders." 

It  was  dark  hut  it  seemed  to  me. 

in  the  glimmering  of  Blashford- 
Sneli’s  miner's  lamp,  that  the  troops 

were  looking  at  each  other  with  a 
wild  surmise.  The  sort  of  sensation 

which  steals  over  you  when,  having 

struck  up  a   conversation  with  a   man 
in  an  all-night  cafe,  you  realise  quite 

slowly,  like  rising  damp,  that  this 

chap  is  completely  off  his  chump. 

Bardin  is  a   large  Nepalese  Na- 
tional Park,  the  retreating  rump  of 

what  was  once  impenetrable,  im- 

memorial jungle.  In  places  ele- 
phants are  the  only  infrastructure. 

So  off  they  jolly  well  went  (“It’s going  to  he  four  to  an  elephant  this 

morning  I").  The  grass,  you  noticed, 

actually  was  higher  than  nn  ele- 

phant’s eye.  They  kept  in  touch  by 
Tarzan  type  yodelling. 

Rnjah  was  elusive  and  Blashford- 
Sncll  raised  their  dashed  spirits 

with  liberal  sundowners  ("What  you 

need  is  a   Bloody  Maryl")  and  pep 

talks  (“The  fact  that  wc  haven't  seen 
him  indicates  lie's  out  there  some- 

where”). After  a   couple  of  Bloody 
Marys  that  sounds  quite  logicnl. 

Things  often  go  a   bit  flat  halfway 

through  this  sort  of  fUm.  The  ma- 
houts made  veggleburgers  for  their 

elephante  and  Adrian  industriously 

collected  dung  for  Rajah's  DNA. 
A   signpost  wa9  found  uprooted 

Rnd  tossed  aside.  The  tracker  said, 

“He  doesn't  like  anything  man-made 

inside  the  park."  The  culprit  left  a 
23-inch  foot  print.  You  can  measure 

the  height  of  an  elephant  by  multi- 

plying its  footprint  by  six  —   is  TV 
educational  or  what  —   which  made 
him  II  feet  at  the  shoulder.  On  their 

bist  day  Rajali  was  spotted  half  hid- 
den in  the  jungle.  His  regular  com- 

panion, a   smaller  but  no  less  tetchy 

male,  saw  them  off.  This  was  un- 
doubtedly the  shakiest  film  footage 

I   have  ever  seen. 
Adrian,  having  had  his  dung 

analysed,  found  that  Rajah  was  an 
ordinary  Indian  elephant  but,  by 
reason  of  isolation  and  inbreeding, 

something  of  a   genetic  throwback. 

Rather  like  Col  Blashford-Snell 
really. 

Portrait  of 
the  artist 
ART 

Dan  Glalster 

A   25-YEAR-OLD  artist  from 

Derbyshire  has  won  the 

£10,000  National  Portrait 

Gallery's  BP  portrait  award  for 

1996  with  a   self-portrait. 
James  Hague  beat  almost  800 

entrants  to  win  the  prize, 

Britain's  most  prestigious 
portrait  award,  and  will  receive  a 

£2,000  commission  for  the 

National  Portrait  Gallery’s 
contemporary  collection. 

The  award  Is  seen  as  nn  im- 
portant stepping  stone  for  young 

artists  and  is  credited  with  reviv- 

ing the  position  of  portraits  In 
modern  arL  It  Is  open  to 

painters  aged  18  to  40. 

The  prize  was  presented  lit  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  by 

Jonathan  Milter.  The  second 

prize  of  £4,000  went  to  Peter 
Andersen,  and  the  third  prize  of 

£2,000  to  Mark  McPnddon. 
It  Is  the  first  time  Mr  Hague 

has  entered  the  competition, 

which  Is  now  in  its  1 5th  year.  In 

1994,  he  completed  a   degree  in 
fine  art  at  the  University  of 

Windswept . . .   Bill  Paxton  and  Helen  Hunt  are  blown  away  by  the  special  effects  in  Twister 

Overwrought  and  overblown 
CINEMA 

Derek  Malcolm 

Michael  crichton 
made  Twister  straight 

into  a   script  with  the  aid  of 

his  wife,  Anne-Marie  Martin;  these 

days  he  doesn't  have  to  go  through 
the  motions  of  writing  a   novel  first. 
The  result  is  n   great  swirling  of 

wind,  assisted  by  virtuoso,  statc-uf- 
the-arl  special  effects  illustrating  a 

story  so  thin  that  it  makes  Gone 
Willi  The  Wind  look  biblical. 

Apparently,  in  one  old  technically dominated  epic,  the  leading  man 

had  to  say  "you're  the  one  1   love.  I 
want  to  marry  you  and  have  kids  by 

you.  nothing  else  matters",  as  he lifted  his  lady  from  a   car  crash.  But 

as  he  did  so,  her  dress  tore,  expos- 

ing more  flesh  than  the  scenario 
intended.  So  all  that  came  out  was: 

“You're  the  one  . . .   shill".  Time  was 
short  and  the  crash  complicated,  so 
the  director  printed  the  lake. 

You  feel  that  Jan  De  Bont,  the 

Dutch  director  of  Speed,  could  have 

similarly  dispensed  with  dialogue 

any  time  one  of  Twister's  five  torna- does swirled  by,  and  it  really 
wouldn't  have  mattered. 

The  plot  concerns  Bill  Paxton’s government  weather  scientist 
whose  estranged  wife  (Helen  Hunt) 

has  assembled  a   team  whose  main 

task  is  to  get  as  near  as  possible  to 

the  centre  of  tornadoes  to  plant  sen- 
sors that  will  predict  their  move 

ments  and  establish  an  early 

warning  system.  He  is  fighting  a 

reluctance  to  join  a   corporate 
funded  competitor  (Cary  Elwes), 

who  wants  to  make  money,  not  his- 
tory. He  decides  to  take  his  new  girl 

(Jami  Gertz)  along  for  the-  ride,  thus 
making  his  ulniost  ex-wife  so  jealous 

that  she  won’t  sign  the  divorce  pa- 

pers before  they  go  into  action.  Nat- 
urally. nn  epic  battle  against  twisters 

capable  of  lifting  cows,  trucks  and 
suchlike,  wrecking  buildings  and 

killing  most  of  the  cast,  forgc-s  a 
new  loving  alliance  between  the 
estranged  pair. 

The  movie  is  set  amidst  the  vast 

farmlands  of  America’s  midwest  and draws  on  memories  of  The  Wizard 

Of  Oz.  But  the  new  wizards  are  the 

teamsters  of  Industrial  Light  and 

Magic,  who  create  the  tornadues  on 

computers  while  De  Bont  orches- 
trates the  actors  round  about. 

(Heaven  knows  what  they  had  to  put 

up  with  between  their  lines.)  The 
result,  though  thin  on  the  sustaining 
vitamins  of  character  drama,  is  a 

whirligig  watch  where  kinetics  rule 

and  nothing  else  matters. 
Twister  delivers  (in  spades)  ex- 

actly what  it  intends  while  never  as- 
piring to  be  anything  more  than  a 

roller-coaster  ride.  If  you  don’t  ex- 

pect golden  memories,  you'll  get 

plenty  of  thrills, 

Any  film  that  dares  to  be  only  79 
minutes  now  that  inflated  budgets 

cause  inflated  time-scales  ought  to 
be  sure  of  saying  something.  The 

originality  of  Hal  Salwen’s  New York-based  Denise  Calls  Up  is  that 

it  says  it  all  on  the  phone. 

This,  suggests  Salwen,  is  a   peril 
of  a   world  too  busy  to  keep  in  touch 

and  is  thus  slowly  but  surely  losing 

contact  with  reality.  He  takes  the 

point  deliberately  to  absurdist  con- clusions when  nobody  turns  up  to  a 

birthday  parly  and  when  Denise 
(Alanna  Ubach)  becomes  pregnant 

through  a   sperm  donation  and 
seeks  the  father.  On  the  phone,  of 
course. 

The  film,  probably  made  for  the 

price  of  the  phone  bills,  glories  in  its 
enclosed  nature  and  strives  hard 

but  not  entirely  successfully  for  wit 
and  wisdom.  These  people  are  busy, 

busy,  busy  doing  nothing  very 

much.  Our  problem  is  how  to  sus- tain interest  in  them  even  for  the 

short  time  they're  on  the  screen. Here  Salwen,  well  supported  by  an 

unfamiliar  cast  of  slightly  off-beam 
characters,  manages  pretty  well. 

Tile  means  are  sometimes 
predictable  —   the  inevitable  phone 

sex  relationship  that  gives  a   new 

meaning  to  the  word  handset  But 

on  tiie  whole,  it's  ail  original  effort, 
which  proves  that  it  may  be  good  to 

talk  but  it  may  be  better  to  do  so 

face  to  face. 

Tap,  tap,  tapping  on  heaven ’s  door 

James  Hague's  self-portrait, 
which  has  won  him  £10,000 

Northumbria,  and  has  boon 

painting  In  France  and  Spain 

since  graduating. 

The  nwnrd  gained  minor  noto- 
riety three  years  ago  when  the 

winning  entry,  a   double  portrait 

liy  Philip  Harris,  showing  him- 
self and  his  girlfriend  lying 

naked  In  a   dry  river  bed,  was 

censored  in  some  newspapers. 

DANCE Keith  Watson   

\Y0UVE  got  to  have  a   monster 
T   ego  to  put  on  a   show  called 

Lord  Of  The  Dance  and  then  give 

yourself  the  starring  role.  But  one 

thing  Michael  Flatley  is  not  short  of 
is  self  confidence. 

Though  he  insists  his  less  Ilian 

dignified  exit  from  Riverdance  — 
the  Eurovision  spectacular  turned 

dance  phenomenon  — •   is  water 
under  the  bridge,  you  can  tell  from 

the  glint  in  his  eye  that  he  is  desper- ate to  show  lie  was  the  driving  force 
behind  its  success.  .   . 

Yet  for  all  (he  rampant  narcissism 

at  its  heart,  there's  no  escaping  the 
fact  that  Hatley  has  produced  an 

exhilarating  extravaganza  (lint 
starts  out  as  Riverdance  part  two 

but  quickly  develops  a   persuasive 
character  of  Us  own. 

Though  wrapped  in  the  kind  of 
ethereal  Celticness  that  has  proved 

so  marketable  and  never  fails  to  win 
the  Eurovision  Song  Contest,  the 

show  throws  off  its  opening  aura  of 

virginal  purity  to  reveal  a   passion- 
ately sensual  animal.  Cheeky  proof 

of  that  conics  when  the  chorus  girls 

take  off  their  pastel  shifts  to  reveal 

slinky  blqck  underwear  —   it's  a Bucks  Fizz  moment  with  an  extra 

helping  oflibido. 
The  show  scores  most  strongly 

by  building  on  the  spine-tingling  en- 

ergy of  the  finely  synchronised  tap- 
ping feet  that  form  the  core  of  the 

Irish  folk  dancing  of  which  Flatley  is 

a   master.  Where  Riverdance  is  one 

stunning  routine,  and  a   fair  amount 
of  filler,  Lord  OfThe  Dance  plays  to 

its  strengths,  working  Us  outstand- 

ing ensemble  of  dancers  to.  their 
limits  in  a   succession  of  demanding 

and  lightning-quick  routines. 
At  its  best  if  whips  up.  the  slick 

excitement  of  Michael  Jackson’s Thriller  era  dance  videos  —   and  the 

ghost  of  Wacko  Jacko  hovers  over 
the  whole  affair.  As  Flatley,  torso 

artfully  sweaty,  rises  from  the  dead 

(with  a   halo!)  to  banish  evil,  lllu- sions  of  Christiiness  spring  to  mind. 

And  follow  the  Lord  Of  The  Dance 
refrain  to  its  conclusion  and  you 
arrive,  after  ail,  at  Jesus. 

But  such  is  Flatley’s  power  as  a 

performer  this  comes  over  as  en- 
gaging rather  than  repellent.  Flatley; 

defies  you  not  to  submit  to  the  hyp- 
notic beat  of  his  flying  feet 

As  he  plays  the  puppetmaster  to his  rhythmic  slaves,  urging  them 

into  ever  speedier,  ever  piore,  qomj 

plex  step  patterns,  you  can  telLhe 

must  be  a   bastard  to  work  for.  That  I 

he  makes  his  ego  work  to  his  advan- tage is  his  greatest  skill. 

You've  fjeard  jhis  before,  rr  but 

dance  does  not  often  get  this  good- 
Expect  it.to  ran  and  run.  ! 
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Border  town  of  imagination ART 

Adrian  Searle 

OU  COULD  be  forgiven  for 

JF  thinking  that,  like  Heaven, ■   nothing  ever  happens  In 

Berwirk-Upon-Tweed.  No  cannon 
has  been  fired  in  anger,  no  angry  al- 

liance of  Scots  and  French  has  lain 

siege  to  the  town’s  bastions  since Elizabeth  1   had  them  erected  here 

in  1558.  But  wait,  something  lurks. 

A   group  of  stilled  figures  occupies 

the  pnrade  ground,  black  kites  fly 
over  the  ramparts,  and  the  face  of  a 
sailor,  lost  in  his  madness,  looms 

from  the  lighthouse  window. 
Berwick  is  a   town  in  a   time  warp, 

caught  somewhere  between  the 

Llith  century  and  a   very  unusual 
present.  It  lias  become  a   border 
town  of  the  imagination,  host  to  an 

inspired  international  exhibition  cu- 
rated by  Pippa  Coles,  The  Berwick 

Ramparts  Project,  until  September. 
Two  black  kiosks,  like  coffins  or 

sentry  boxes,  stand  beneath  the  ver- 
tiginous ramparts.  In  one  hang  rows 

of  black  umbrellas;  in  the  oilier, 

black  kites,  dangling  like  sinister 

bats.  Lucia  Noguiera's  Smoke doesn't  attempt  to  compete  with  the 

beauty  of  Berwick  but  to  disrupt  it. 

On  opening  dny.  more  than  50  black 
kites  flew  above  the  town  and  n 
(lock  of  blnek  homing  pigeons  was 

released,  filling  the  sky  with  black 

flecks. 

Umbrellas,  kites,  pigeons,  a 

bench,  a   spy's  kit  —   these  images  of 

espionage  are  Brazilian-born  No- guiera's attempt  both  to  recall  the 

intrigues  that  bedevilled  Berwick’s history  fthe  town  changed  hands 
between  England  and  Scotland  14 

times  before  1482),  and  to  counter 

the  heavy  hand  of  Heritage  with  Inti- mations of  magic  and  mortality. 

Down  in  the  enclosed  courtyard 

of  Nicholas  Hawksmoor’s  Barracks, 

time  has  stopped.  Twenty-two  fig- 
ures, by  the  Spanish  sculptor  Juan 

Mufioz,  cluster  in  groups  out  on  the 
gravel  parade  ground.  They  turn 
die  space  into  a   theatre  of  entrances 

and  exits,  a   silent,  still  choreogra- 

phy of  glances,  gestures  and  soli- tudes. Mufioz’s  figures  stand  in  the 
bowls  of  their  shadows,  facing  each 

other  tike  the  dancers  of  a   quadrille, 

or  lean  together  and  apart,  frozen  in 

attitudes  of  passing  glances  and  in- 
ward silences.  The  entire  scene  is  a 

perpetually  stalled  moment. These  sand-coloured,  generic  fig- 

ures appear  to  be  wearing  volumi- 
nous dresses,  while  their  features 

—   mouths,  eyes,  fingers  —   have 

just  enough  detail  and  verisimili- tude to  allow  the  viewer  a   certain 

empathy  with  them.  They  are  just  a 
little  smaller  than  adults,  yet  their 

mass  seems  greater  than  our  own. 

Muftoz's  Conversation  Piece  ani- 
mates the  space  of  (he  enclosed 

courtyard  with  a   terribly  affecting, 

haunting  pathos,  broken  only  by  (lie 
echo  of  human  feet  and  (he  cry  of 

(lie  gulls. The  gulls  are  making  n   fine  mess 

of  American  artist  Dan  Graham’s Two  2- Way  Mirrored  Parallelo- 

grams Joined  With  Balanced  Spiral 
Welded  Mesh.  Maybe  (hey  object  to 

the  title.  Splnt!  Gull  poo  doesn't  do much  for  Graham's  severely  geo- 

metric, partially  mirrored  shelter, 

standing  on  a   grassy  knoll  on  the 

ramparts.  Some  young  art  Inver  hns 

helpfully  kicked  in  the  mesh  wall 

joining  the  two  halves  of  the  work. 

This  is  a   pity,  as  die  work  could  look 
beautiful  and  the  damage  destroys 
the  illusions  It  sets  up  to  engage  the 

viewer  in  multiple  reflections  of 
multiple  selves,  which  meld  into 

further  reflections  of  the  surround- 

ing sea  and  sky,  leaving  you  on  the 
verge  of  disappearance. 

The  disappearance  of  yachtsman 
Donald  Crowhursl  and  the  loss  at 

sea  of  artist  Jan  Adler  provide  the 

leitmotif  of  Tacila  Dean's  work  in Berwick's  unoccupied  lighthouse. 

She  has  montaged  a   picture  of 

Crowhurst,  who  went  overboard 

after  a   psychotic  game  of  chess  with 
(ind  while  becalmed  in  the  Sargasso 

sea,  on  to  an  image  of  the  light- 
house, displaying  it  alongside  a   film 

of  the  workinga  of  another  light- 

house, projected  on  to  the  circular 
wall  of  the  building’s  belly.  The  film is  a   mechanical  dance  of  prisms  and 
flares  and  clanking  machinery,  of 

lenses  revolving  in  their  polished 
brass  and  steel  mounts. 

Dying  sunlight  glints  on  the  turn- ing lenses,  refracting  a   lurid  sunset; 

as  night  falls,  the  cold,  blue,  burn- 

ing light  coincs  on  to  the  sound  of  n million  cackling  seabirds  as  a 

smudge  of  magnified  light  traverses 

the  black  rocks  and  waves.  We  shut- 
tle between  interior  shots  and  the 

outside  world.  At  last.  Dean  hns 

made  a   work  whose  simple  ele- gance —   which  depends  entirely  on 

being  shown  in  situ  —   lives  up  to 

her  aspirations,  and  makes  the  trek 
to  the  end  of  the  pier  worthwhile. 

Tlie  Berwick  Kani[>ai'ts  Project  is 
a   magnificent  detour  (so.  too.  is  the 

town  itself),  scrambling  one’s  sense ■   if  location,  evoking  p;i»l  and  future 

time  and  presenting  one  with  a 
series  of  memorable  enigmas. 

IP | 

The  Mexican  sculptor  Gabriel  Orozco  with  l ja  I)  S,  which  feulurcs  in 
his  show  at  the  ICA,  London.  The  vintage  Citroen  car,  n   1050s  icon, 

has  been  cut  up  and  reassembled  photc-TiRaph  tbjCw 

Shaken  to  its  foundations 
Bombed  out  of  its  theatre, 

Manchester's  Royal Exchange  company  has 

been  forced  to  improvise, 

writes  Lyn  Gardner 

8RAHAM  MURRAY,  the  co- 
artislic  director  of  the  Royal 

Exchange  Theatre  Company,  was  in 
London  on  the  morning  of  Saturday, 

June  15,  when  the  IRA  bomb  ripped 

through  the  heart  of  Manchester. 
“It’s  bad  news,"  the  theatre's  gen- 

eral manager,  Patricia  Weller,  told 

him  In  a   phone  call.  “Well  definitely 
lose  the  matinee  today."  In  fact,  the 

company  has  been  unable  to  return 
to  its  building  since  the  blast,  9ave 

for  a   few  brief  sorties  to  retrieve 

box-office  data  and  documents. 

Although  the  blast  appeared  to 

stop  at  the  Exchange,  and  its  three 

distinctive  great  domes  remain 

intact,  tiie  whole  building  literally 

jumped  in  tiie  implosion  that  fol- lowed the  massive  blast.  Structural 

engineers  and  insurance  assessors 
are  now  Investigating  the  full  extent 
of  the  damage.  If  all  goes  well,  the 

company  hopes  to  return  to  the  old Colton  Exchange  in  February  1998. 

The  warm  applause  that  greeted 

the  first  performance  of  The 

Philadelphia  Story  at  the  Ex- 
change's temporary  home  in  Uppbr 

Marl 

Campfield  Market  was  as  much  a 

recognition  of  the  company's' 
achievement  In  being  there  at  all,  ns: 

it  was  for  Josephine  Abady's  sharpi 

smart  production  of  the  play  'upon 
which' the  movie  High  Society  wns. 

based.  It  Is  an  evening  of  high  fash- 

ion,  stylish  Frank  Lloyd  . Wrjglit- 

inspired  sets.  Frank  Sinatra  sounds 

and  pointed  witticisms.  It  is  done 
with  such  £lan  that  it  makes  you  feel 

like  a   cat  that’s  got  the  cream. 
The  American  actress  and  Grace 

Kelly  lookalike.  Jordan  Baker,  gives 

a   spunky  performance  as  "virgin 
goddess”  and  heiress  Tracy  Lord 

who,  on  the  eve  of  her  second 

marriage,  discovers  a   little  compas- sion and  humanity  to  warm  her  icy 

heart  and  realises,  Just  in  time,  that 
a   flawed  love  is  better  than  no  love 

at  all. 

‘Talronage  has  gone  out  of  fash- 

ion," the  writer  and  journalist,  Mike 
Connor  (Richard  Hawley,  giving  a 

1   punchy  impression  of  a   man  having 
an  internal  boxing  match  between 

integrity  and  self-interest)  tells 

Tracy  cuttingly  when  she  offers  him 
one  of  her  houses  to  live  in  while  he 
writes  a   novel.  The  Royal  Exchange 

wouldn’t  be  quite  as  sniffy  about 

accepting  some  of  the  loose  change 
rattling  around  in  Tracy's  pocket. 

The  speed  with  which  the  com- 

pany has  been  able  to  resume  per- formances, despite  the  loss  of  Its 
building,  is  in  part  a   sign  of  the affection  In  which  the  company  is 

held.  But  the  Exchange’s  phoenix- like rise  in  Campfield  Market  is  also 

idue  to  an  exlrnordlitary  stroke' of 

,good  luck  in  the  timing.  Tiie  com1 
ipAny  had  already  made  a   £13  million 

'lottery  application  for  a   major  refur- bishment of  the  seventies  building. 

A&  a   result,  plans  were  already'  in i   hand  to  temporarily  move  the  com- 
pany to  its  mobile  tent,  which  lias 

i   taken  the  work  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change on  tours  over  the!  Inst  10 

iyeafeThe  bomb  Hasslmply  moved 

the  plan  forward  six  months.  ■ 

The  devouring  tyranny  of  time 
THEATRE 
Michael  Bllllngion 

#AN  JUDGE  is  tiie  Royal  Shake- 
speare Company's  specialist  in 

feel-good  comedy. 

But  how,  one  wondered,  would  he 

tackle  that  splendidly  bilious  cynic's Iliad.  1YoIIu8  and  Cresaida?  The 

short  answer  is:  with  great  confi- 
dence and  gathering  awareness  of 

the  play’s  sombreness  of  mood. At  first,  I   had  grave  doubts. 
Judge’9  statement  in  the  pro- 

gramme that  he  sees  the  play  as  a 

comedy  bore  strange  fruit.  The 

scene-setting  Prologue  was  deliv- 
ered by  Richard  McCabe  as  if  he 

were  a   TV  warm-up  man. 

But  when  It  gets  to  the  heart  of  the 

matter,  Judge’s  production  calms 1   down;  and  what  it  brings  out,  with 

growing  assurance,  is  the  destruc- tiveness of  time  which  reverberates 

through  the  play. 

Victoria  Hamilton’s  Cressida  Is  a 
remarkable  creation.  At  first,  she  is 

all  pert  sweetness  and  giddy  sexual 

expectation.  But,  in  the  course  of 
her  night  with  TYoilus,  she  grows 

into  womanly  maturity  which  is 
shattered  when  she  is  cruelly 

!   traded  for  a   Greek. 

The  great  scene  when  ‘site  is ardently  besieged  by  Diomedes  is 
played  on  a   note  of  tremulous  un- 

certainly. which  climaxes  in  a   heart 

rending  cry  of  "TYoilus”,  followed i   by  a   swift  and  abrtipt  "fetfcw^IT,  ; 
■   ‘TAoanh  'TWiln. 

Jdseph  Fiennes’s  TYoilus  Is  no 
less  the  victith  of  implacable  clrcti  In- 

stance and'  lime:  He  brings  to  the. 

role  a   fiery  Impetuosity,  which  Is 

evidenced  as  much  by  the  Way 'he 

draws  his  sword  on  the  mocking 

Diomedes  as  by  his  passion  for 

Cressida. 

And,  by  the  end.  he  has  lapsed 
into  an  armour-plated  cynicism.  You 
feel  that  both  he  and  his  lover  are  as 

ruined  as  the  patched-up,  rusty  cor- 

rugated walls  of  John  Gunter's  Troy. 
But  if  any  performance  epito- 

mises the  play’s  mood,  it  is  the 
superb  Ulysses  of  Philip  Voss. 

He  speaks  the  verse  better  than 

anyone  on  stage,  makes  the  im- 
agery come  alive  through  manual 

gesture,  and  at  the  same  time  sums 

up,  through  his  Machiavellian  tac- tics to  get  Achillea  on  to  the  field, 

the  corrosive  cynicism  that  per- 

vades the  action. 

THEY  have  already  started 
demolishing  London's  Royal Court.  At  the  end  of  Howard  Kor: der'sThe  Lights,  the  last  play  to  be 

staged  there  before  renovation,  a 

couple  of  actors  attack  the  back  wall 

of  the  stalls  with  billhooks; 'we,  the audience,  in  a   reversal  of  the  usual 

roles,  are  sitting  ort  stage.'  It’s  a piquant  moment  as  wc  watcli  the 
fabric  of  the  ghost-haunted  old  place 

starting  to  come  apart. 

But  any  hint  of  false  sentiment  Is 

banished  by  Korder's  play  which,' 
like  his  earlier  Search  And  Destroy, 

offers  a   lough,  abrasive  (rip  through 

the  American  .   urban  nightmare. 

declsi Director  liin  Rfcksoft’s  decision  to 
switch  the  theatre  raiintf  also  makes 
total  sense:  action  erupts  on  three 

levels  as  Kordet*  offers  a   kaleido- 
scopic portrait  of  Die  maddest  add 

despair  of  what  he  calls  "a  large city”'  but  which  has  the  "distinct 

smell  and  feel  bf  New  York. 

Two  characters  symbolise  the 

unhappiness  of  tills  seething  city. 

Lilian,  a   shopgirl  from  out  of  town, 

impulsively  steals  a   watch  which  she 
gives  to  Frederic,  her  jobless,  no- 

hope boyfriend.  She,  in  the  course  of a   night  out  with  a   colleague,  gets 

picked  up  by  a   city  official  and learns  the  hardness  of  heart  that  is 

the  only  means  of  urban  survival. 
Frederic  goes  on  to  get  roughed  up 

by  a   loan-shark,  joins  a   demolition 

gang  and  is  eventually  disowned  by 
the  desensitised  Lilian. 

Herder's  point  is  that  big  cities 

breed  personal  despair  and  public 

corruption.  His  sustained  metaphor 
is  that  of  theft,  including  individual 

dignity  and  hope;  in  the  words  of 
one  of  the  characters  "nothing  mat- 

ters and  everything  sucks”. Korder  gives  a   familiar  theme  a 
personal  spin  by  the  fidelity  of  his 
ear  and  the  accuracy  of  his  eye! 
Rickson’s  production  and  Jeremy 

Herbert's  design  also  ingeniously 

exploit  every  nook  and  cranny  of 

the  building.  And  there  are  striking 

performances  from  Emily  Mor- 
timer, who  has  the  gamine  nppeal  of 

a   young  Audrey  Hepburn,  as  Lilian; 
from  Dcirdrc  Harrison  as  her  disil- lusioned department  store  chum; 

from  Lee  Ross  as  the  helpless  Fred- 
.eric;  and  from  Colin  Slinlon  ns  a 
'   bumptious  businessman  who  senti- 

mentalises the.  city  even;  as  he  cop 

ruptly  exploits  It.  j 
Korder  never  quite  got  a   round  to 

condemning  the  whole  cnpiiallsh 

system.  But  he  takes  'one  on  a   vivid  ' 
journey  through  an  urban  jicllnnd' jus  play  offers .   a   .fitting,  en^  to  a . chapter  lii  the  history  oftite  peeling) 

dilapidated  ;muchdaved  Royal  Court 

k 
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Young  lUorary  guns:  from  left,  Andren  Levy,  Meem  Syal  and  Dlran 

Adclrayo,  whose  first  novel  won  the  Snga  Prize  main  photo:  wppa Matthews 

The  new  Brits 
make  their  mark 
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black  British  writers”.  Literature  by  | 

black  people  in  Britain  dates  from 
the  18th  century.  If  you  had  to  be 

born  in  England  to  leave  a   mark  on 

English  letters,  Swift,  Conrad  and 
T   S   Eliot  would  not  have  made  it 

into  the  canon. 

Ferdinand  Dennis,  whose  forth- 

coming second  novel,  The  Last 

Blues  Dance,  is  rooted  in  the  inner- 

city  present,  warns:  'There  should be  an  awareness  among  writers  that 

they  stand  within  a   tradition.  That 

way  some  of  diem  —   or  their  pro- 
moters —   might  stop  thinking 

they’re  inventing  the  wheel." 
Marsha  Hunt  insisted:  "The  black 

British  voice  is  different  to  that  of 

the  immigrant  American,  Nigerian 

or  Jamaican.”  Formative  years  spent 
on  these  shores  may  well  make  for  a 

unique  experience.  And,  as  Ade- 

bayo  points  out,  each  generation 
finds  its  own  voice. 

A   new  generation  of 
British-born  black  and 
Asian  writers  is  rising, 
writes  Maya  Jaggl 

■   M   Jf  HEN  tin*  American  ac- 
l#l m   truss  mid  writer  Marsha 

W   m   I   liinl  —   unc-liinc  slur  of 

Hair  —   launched  tin:  Saga  prize  Iasi 

year  fur  debut  writers  bom  in 
ihitain  of  black  African  ancestry, 

she  called  il  ail  “incentive  In  encour- 

age a   voice  very  long  silent". 
Where,  she  lamented,  was  the 

"black  voice  of  Britain"? 
Funded  by  a   Folkestone-based 

holiday  company  for  the  over-fifties, 
the  W.fiOU  prize  immediately  bred 

controversy.  Would  it  cujix  out  tal- 
ent or  fence  it  off  within  a   ghetto? 

Some  look  affront  at  tin*  decision  of 

die  women’s  press  Virago  to  publish 
the  winners —   male  or  female. 

As  the  dust  settles  with  the  publi- 
cation of  the  first  winning  novel, 

Diran  Adebayo’s  Some  Kind  Of 
Black,  the  Saga  prize  looks  set  to 
take  a   modest  place  among  grants 

and  awards  designed  to  bolster  up- 

and-coming  writers. 

Adebayo,  a   27-year-old  north  Lon- 
doner of  Nigerian  parentage,  and  Vi- 

rago's first  living  male  author,  calls 
his  novel  —   somewhat  tongue-in- 

cheek  —   a   "racialised  observational 

comedy".  Unlike  much  contempo- 
rary British  fiction,  it  witnesses  the 

vitality  of  a   metropolis  where  one  in 

five  belong  to  an  ethnic  minority. 
Adebayo  tracks  his  young  hero, 

Dele,  amid  the  Afro-bohos.  cult  nats 

and  love-has-nocolour-crowd  of 
1990s  London  anti  Oxford  (where 

Adebayo  studied  law).  As  Dele’s 
sister  lies  in  a   coma  due  to  over- 
zealous  policing,  Dele  contends 

with  the  more  subtly  racist  cult  of 
the  black  male  ns  fashion  accessory 

—   cool,  body-toned  and  good  for 

CDs  and  drugs  —   a   patronising 

image  of  "inner-city  cachet”  that 
Adehnyn  deflates  with  humour  and 
vulnerability. 

Mure  striking  than  the  political 

heal  generated  by  the  Saga  prize  is 

that  its  first  winner  feeds  nn  ineipi- 
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ftC:'j:0U3,  Puci'Y.  Cti 

AUTHORS  WORLD-WIDE  INVITED 

VVnte  or  send  your  Manuscript  to 

MINERVA  PRESS 
a   Ota  MOMPTON  KOM.  LONDON  «WT  300 

cut  literary  wave.  When  the  prize 

was  conceived,  there  were  remark- 

ably few  published  novelists  who 
had  been  born  in  Britain  nf  African. 

Caribbean  or  south  Asian  descent 

(Hnnif  Kmiislii  being  the  notable 
exception). 

Yet  Adebayo  joins  Ijiura  Fish, 
Vanessa  Walters.  Andrea  Levy,  Fred 

IVAguiar.  Mirra  Syal  and  Bidislm 
Haiidyopadliyuy  milling  those  with 
first  or  second  novels  nut  this  year. 

All  can  claim  with  irony  the  pedi- 

gree of  Kuri-i  ski's  hern  in  The  Bud- 
dha Of  Suburbia,  as  an  “Englishman 

burn  and  bred,  alinnsl". 
The  novels  of  this  made-in-Britain 

generation  have  arguably  little  in 

cniiuuoii.  Andrea  U-vy  in  Every 

Ijgbt  In  Tlie  House  Buntin'  anil 
Mecra  Syal  in  Anita  And  Me  recre- 

ate fkliiinalisc-d  childhoods  in  Lon- 
don and  the  Midlands  respectively, 

while  Vanessa  Walters's  Rude  Girls 
bonds  three  young  unemployed 

black  women  amid  north  London 

Yardies,  ragga  and  raves. 

Fred  D'Aguiar.  an  established 

poet,  visits  the  plantations  of  19th 

century  Virginia  in  The  Longest 

Memory,  which  won  the  Whitbread 
first  novel  award,  while  Dear  Future 

lacks  between  Guyana  and  London. 

Laura  Fish's  lyrical  Flight  Of 
Black  Swans,  set  among  Aboriginal 

stockmen  in  the  Australian  outback, 

reflects  the  painful  dislocations  of 

its  autobiographical  "black  Pom" heroine  —   the  child  of  adoption  by  a 

white  couple  in  rural  England.  But 

Bidisha's  forthcoming  Seahorses 

trawls  London's  1990s  media  world 
with  scant  reference  to  race. 

Yet  the  timing  of  these  novels 
owes  something  to  demography. 

Levy,  in  her  late  thirties,  was  driven 
to  write  her  first  novel  —   a   1960s 
childhood  viewed  through  the 

prism  of  a   parent's  demise  —   by  her 
father's  death  from  cancer.  He  was 

umnng  the  Jamaican  pioneers  who 
ste p|>ed  off  the  Empire  Windrush  in 

1948.  The  children  of  post-war  mass 
migration  are  gaining  male  rial  ease 

and  confidence,  in  levy's  words, 
"Finding  our  feet  and  nur  voice." 
M   any  ex  press  a   hunger  fi  t 

images  of  themselves.  A   sense 

of  being  invisible,  erased  from 

Britain's  idea  of  itself  and  nf  Its  past, 

is  an  avowed  spur  for  several  of 
these  authors  in  writing  themselves 

buck  into  the  picture.  “If  English- 
ness  doesn't  define  me,  redefine 

English  ness,”  Levy  insists. 
There  is  also  a   dawning  receptiv- 

iity  to  that  voice.  Nut  lung  ago,  writ- 
ers would  express  resentment  that 

publishers  favoured  the  backward 

”   £f.  * -»-a 4’- 

glimre  at  “exotic"  landscapes  of- 
fered by  those  with  memories  of 

elsewhere*  (Salman  Rushdie,  Ik-n 
Okri,  Anita  [Jesai,  Vikraiu  Sellt. 
llumesh  Gunesekera)  over  fiction 

closer  to  home  and  to  the  bone.  Now 

many  editors  and  agent**  agree,  the 
"black  British  experience"  is  hot. 

The  shift  no  doubt  reflects  the 

market  drive  [or  novelty.  Kureisbi 

helped  prove  the  potential  of  a   fresh 
take  on  Britain  and  Britishness.  It 

also  rides  on  transatlantic  suc- 
cesses. The  search  is  on  —   perhaps 

crassly  —   for  the  British  Toni 
Morrison  orTerry  McMillan. 

But  the  strides  made  in  the  early 

1990s  by  the  X   Press  launched 

with  Victor  Headley's  bestseller 
Yardie  —   and  the  Brixton-based 
promoters,  the  Write  Thing,  were 

crucial.  Bypassing  conventional 
rules  to  reach  an  untapped  market, 

they  helped  shatter  the  iron 
premise  that,  aside  from  a   few  lone 

stars,  the  only  black  authors  who 
sell  are  American  and  the  readers 

who  buy  them  are  white. 

I   I   jf  ITH  BOOK  chains  such  as m   W   H   Smith  and  Books  Etc 

m   W   now  boasting  "black  fic- 
tion" sections,  the  mass  market 

potential  of  a   "street"  genre  no doubt  reflects  the  pervasive  input  of 

black  speech,  music  and  style  into 

Britain's  youth  culture. 
Successful  authors  breed  aspiring 

ones.  Steve  Pope  of  the  X   Press  says: 

“Yardie  was  the  book  that  got  a   lot  of 

black  people  into  bookshops  who 
thought  the  books  out  there  had 

nothing  to  do  with  their  lives.  It  also 

started  people  thinking  of  them- 

selves ns  writers." 
There  cun  be  pitfnlls,  however,  in 

publishers'  commercial  awaken- 
ings. Does  what  editors  think  will 

sell  match  what  people  want  to 

write?  Ijevy,  author  of  a   second 

novel.  Never  Far  From  Nowhere, 

scorns  publishers'  “herd  mentality”. 
She  recalls  being  told:  "Live  your 
writing  —   but  could  you  write  n 

book  like  [Amy  Tan's]  The  Joy  Luck 

Club?”  She  adds;  They  wanted  the 

'immigrant  experience'  to  be  formu- 

laic. There's  pressure  to  stay  within 
the  realms  of  identity,  of  the  black 

experience  in  Britain." 

BUT  MANY  novelists  born 

abroad  have  also  recorded  a 

distinctively  British  experi- 

ence. As  D'Aguiar  notes:  “Black  cre- 
ativity is  not  new,  though  a   broad 

awareness  of  it  is."  There  are  no 

clean  borders  between  the  imagina- 

tive terrain  of  migrant  writers,  oth- 
ers broughL  as  children,  and  those 

born  on  this  soil  with  an  ineradicable 

heritage  from  elsewhere.  As  Syal's British-born  Brummie  heroine  puls 

it:  "There  was  a   corner  of  me  that 

would  be  fur  ever  not  England." To  force  writers  under  exclusive 
national  rubrics,  misses  the  point 

that  "pusl-culunial"  writers  explor- 

ing Britain's  imperial  past  and  post- 
imperial present  have  lung  eluded 

the  boundaries  between  here  and 

there,  “us"  and  "them". Rushdie  said:  'The  migrant  is  not 

simply  transformed  ...  he  also 

transforms  his  new  world."  An 

openness  not  just  to  their  own  nar- 

rowly defined  “ethnic  community'' but  to  the  vitality  of  a   multi-racial 
Britain  often  ignored  in  fiction, 
marks  out  what  Robert  Lee  in  Other 

Britain,  Other  British  (1995,  Plutol 

terms  "post-migrant”  novelists, 

Penelope  Lively  patronised  David 

Dabydeen’s  first  novel,  The  In- 

tended, in  1991  with  the  well-mean- 
ing statement:  “We  badly  need  good 

novels  about  the  immigrant  experi- 
ence in  Britain.”  But  far  from  inter- 

preting the  "immigrant  experience" to  curious  outsiders,  these  novelists 

shatter  myths  of  identity  at  Britan's heart.  To  read  them  is  not  simply  to 

understand  “them”  but  to  under- 

stand “ourselves". 

D'Aguiar,  wary  of  the  "black 
British"  lag,  says:  “It's  very  hard  in 
pin  down  such  a   thing  ns  the  black 

experience  —   the  idea  that  black 

lieuple  move  through  life-  in  a   partic- 
ular way."  U-vy  and  D'Aguiar  cite 

their  working-class  routs  as  more 
crucial  an  influence  than  growing 

up  black. 

Meanwhile  in  the  scramble  for 

the  hcre-and-now.  the  |>ast  and  for- 
eign settings  risk  being  swept  aside. 

Victor  Headley  was  once  quoted  in 

the  Times  as  saying  "so-called  black 
intellectuals"  like  Ben  Okri  and 

Caryl  Phillips  were  “not  relevant  to 
what  we're  thinking  about  in  the 

black  community  .   .   .   They  don’t 

know  what’s  going  on.” Aside  from  whether  a   monolithic 

“black  community"  exists  or  what  it 

thinks  about,  the  impoverished  no- 

tion of  “relevance"  in  this  blacker- 
than-thou  pitch  would  strait-jacket 

any  writer.  Yet  Headley'9  comment does  highlight  a   growing  debate 

among  some  young  black  readers 

impatient  with  the  spate  of  historical 
fiction  since  the  late  1980s,  perhaps 

exemplified  by  Phillips's  diaspora novels.  Why  hark  back  to  300  years 

of  slavery?  Why  not  a   black 

Kureishi? 
Yet  that  historicism  has  in  a   sense 

laid  the  groundwork  for  new  writ- 

ing. “If  you  don't  know  where  you've 

come  from,  you  don't  know  where 
you're  going,"  Phillips  says.  It  also 
writes  the  black  presence  back  into 

the  British  landscape  —   from  Victo- 
rian Londoners  to  second  world  war 

GIs.  In  chronicling  the  1960s  and 
1970s,  Syal  and  Levy  take  up  the 

baton,  telling  a   fragment  of  a   collec- 
tive saga  through  individual  stories. 

Jonny  Geller,  the  literary  agent  at 
Curtis  Brown  whose  list  includes 

Adebayo  and  the  17- year-old 

Bitlisha,  says:  “I  hope  historical  now 
els  don't  gel  pushed  aside.  Every 

culture  needs  to  know  where  it's 
coming  from  before  it  can  go  for- 

ward. It's  the  same  with  Irish  or 
Jewish  writing.  It  develops  through 

a   firm  knowledge  of  what’s  gone 

before." 

Along  with  the  Saga  quest  for  an 

absent  "black  voice  of  Britain"  came 
ignorant  statements  in  the  press 

about  there  being  “no  history  of 
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Boyhood,  boats  and  books 
Laura  Gumming 

My  Other  Life:  A   Novel 

by  Paul  Theroux 

Hamish  Hamilton  44Gpp  £1 6 

r   HERE'S  a   chapter  in  this 

book,  already  notorious, 
where  Paul  Theroux  is 

invited  to  sup  with  the  Queen.  The 

guests  gather  silently  like  partici- 
pants in  a   seance,  nervously  await- 

ing the  "royal  ectoplasm".  A   small muffin-faced  woman  sidles  past  but 

Theroux  instantly  recognises  the 

Elizabethan  profile.  'That  reminds 

me.  1   must  buy  some  stamps,"  he quips.  Nobody  listens.  Nobody  pays 
attention  to  Theroux  all  night. 

Prince  Philip  is  so  uninterested  in 
this  alien  American  that  he  turns 

aside  in  strenuous  disgust.  Another 
chance  for  a   quick,  sharp  profile: 
"tli  at  nose  looked  like  a   handle  on 

the  front  of  his  face”.  The  Royals 

may,  command  a   captive  audience, but  in  the  private  world  of  writing, 

Theroux  has  sovereign  control. 

My  Other  Life  is  s«»  brazenly  per- 
sonal that  you  rend,  as  it  were,  with 

your  hand  across  your  eyes.  Ther- oux —   or  his  doppdg.luger  if  you 

take  that  “novel"  literally  —   reveals 
himself  in  the  least  synipalhetic 
light.  He  is  vain:  nearly  every  chap- 

ter incorporates  swollen  tributes 

from  his  fans.  He  is  gnaiish:  not 
even  nuns  escape  his  lecherous 

regard.  And  his  irascibility,  so  pi- 
quant in  the  travel  writing,  is  now 

far  beyond  Prince  Philip's  in  its  stale of  advance.  But  set  against  this  the 

pure  quality  of  the  prose,  evocative, 

painstaking,  comic,  even  tender, 
and  you  soon  see  the  discrepancy  at 

tlie  heart  of  the  book.  What  Ther- oux's narrative  ingeniously  attests  is 

that  the  man  and  the  author  aren't one  and  the  same. 

The  two  parries  encounter  each 
other  in  devastating  ways:  at  least 
one  reason  for  arranging  truth  as 

fiction.  Although  the  book  follows 

Theroux:  (he  man  and  the 
author  aren't  one  and  the  same 

(he  outline  of  Theroux's  life  — teaching  in  Africa  and  Singapore, 

prosperity  and  marriage  in  rain- blackened  Inndon.  catastrophe 

then  flight  to  the  Pacific's  sunnier shores  —   each  chapter  is  plotted  as 

a   dramatic  confrontation.  In  York- 

shire, Theroux  gels  lost  “after  a   win- ter sunset,  when  the  way  is  made 
visible  by  the  pale  sky  showing  in 

puddles  on  tin- 1 middy  path”.  With- 
out knowing  his  identity,  a   woman 

lakes  him  in.  Spying  his  books  un 
the  shelves.  Thermo:  despicably 

solicits  her  opinion.  Tin-  ivspmiM-  is 
so  tilillatingly  ecstatic  lie  toys  with 
the  sexual  advantages  nf  revealing 

his  name.  Bui  his  hostess  is  dream- 

ing of  that  Other  Man.  iln-  writer, 

“rather  shy  . . .   very  gentle . . .   I’d  si> like  to  meet  him."  Tlieroux  is 
dogged  by  mistaken  identity. 
Women  regularly  confuse  him  with 
the  writer,  a   wanderer  always  ready 

to  listen:  they  notice  his  chill  self- 
absorption  lou  laic.  When  his 
marriage  fails.  Tlieroux  returns  to 

America,  but  cannot  write  without 

family  life.  One  night,  he  sees  some 
tattooed  kids  taking  out  a   video  of 
one  of  his  films.  Pathetically,  he 

tries  to  impress  them.  They  don't believe  that  screenwriting  exists: 
“That's  like  stupid,  isn't  it?  No  one 

Comedy  on  an  infinite  scale 
James  Wood 
Infinite  Jest 

by  David  Fost  Wallace Utile  Brown  1 ,077pp  £1 7.99 

"J~S  ELIOT  praised,  in  the  ser- 
I   mons  of  the  Elizabethan  bishop 
Lancelot  Andrewes  what  he  calls 

"relevant  intensity";  much  Ameri- 
can comic  writing  of  the  past  30 

years  has  been  propelled  by  its 
irrelevant  intensity.  In  particular, 

the  irrelevance  that  a   super- 
abundant modern  culture  presses 

on  us.  This  fertility  offers  wondrous 

possibilities  for  comedy,  and  obvi- 
ous dangers,  the  biggest  danger 

that  of  parallelism:  that  a   novelist 
will  simply  bloat  his  representation 
of  America  to  match  the  size  of America's  bloated  ness. 

Irrelevant  intensity  tends  towards 
two  modes,  both  popular  in  David 
Foster  Wallace’s  astonishing  and 
vast  epic  of  contemporary  American 
culture.  One  of  these  modes  Is  a 
zany,  technical  specificity,  whose 

pseudo-precise  language  is  bor- rowed from  the  discourse  of  science 

and  technology,  and  whose  speci- 
ficity Is  wildly  in  excess  of  the  actual 

importance  of  tlie  data;  the  second 
mode  is  the  comic  arid  pointless 
accumulation  of  brand  names  and 
other  details. 

This  gigantic  novel  —   980  pages of  narrative  with  100  pages  of  notes  I 

—   is  rich  in  comic  accretion.  Foster 

Wallace  enjoys  being  pseudo- 
learned:  “When  Schtitt  exhales  he 

makes  little  sounds  variant  in  plosiv- 

ity  between  P   and  B”,  and  he  en- courages his  characters  to  speak 
and  think  similarly.  Hal  Incandenza, 
one  of  the  book’s  protagonists,  is 

given  to  observations  like  this:  “The mattress,  a   Simmons  Beauty  Rest 

whose  tag  said  that  it  could  not  by 
law  be  removed,  now  formed  the 

hypotoneuse  of  a   right  dihedral 
triangle  whose  legs  were  myself  and 

the  bed's  box  spring.” The  novel  is  set  in  the  first  decade 

of  the  next  century,  and  in  this  new 

dispensation  (after  “the  Umbaugh 
administration”)  years  are  no  longer 

marked  by  numerals,  as  2004  or 

2010.  Instead,  a   cash-greedy  govern- 

ment arranges  for  years  to  be  spon- 
sored by  companies,  and  (hen  to  be 

named  Chinese-style  —   Tear  of  the 

Purdue  Wondereldcken",  Tear  of 

the  Whopper”  and  “Year  of  the  Trial- 

Size  Dove  Bar”. 

This  extraordinary  novel  is  some- 

what puerile  yet  very  alive.  Tlie 
kind  of  comedy  that  Foster  Wallace 

eqjoys  needs  the  kinesis  of  great 
narrative  length;  individually,  his 

gags  seem' spindly  and  perhaps  not 

very  funny.  His  genjus  lies  in  his devotedness  to  his  world.  But  the 

book  is  patchy  arid  the  reader  must 
learn  to  pick  out  the  good  tunes 
from  the  bad.  Sentences  and  whole 

writes  movies,  it’s  all  photography 
and  acting’."  Next  day  one  of  them 

excitedly  raises  his  hopes:  "‘We  had 
your  book  in  the  consignment  shop! 

The  guy,  he’s  bummed  out ...  In  a little  cabin,  right?'  I   fell  silent.  I   said, That's  Walden,  by  Henry  David 

Thoreau.’" 

This  may  be  literary  masochism, 

but  it's  comically  redeemed:  every- 

thing in  the  book  has  a   counter- weigliL  Against  the  Festschrift 
Tlieroux  has  written  for  himself,  the 
list  of  much-praised  titles,  the 
record  of  awards,  tlie  plaudits  from 
revered  colleagues  like  Anthony 

Burgess  ("I  read  your  book.  Railway 

Bazaar,  once  a   year"),  there  is  an- other life.  With  pitiless  clarity,  Ther- 
oux describes  his  lack  of  friends,  his 

c-nvy  of  other  travellers,  his  resur- gent lust  “like  a   pile  of  greasy  rags 

which,  left  in  the  darkness . . .   begin 
to  heal  ns  though  from  the  growing 

density  of  their  very  gases".  As 
divorce  approaches,  tin-  book 
conspicuously  deepens  into  fiction. Theroux  alludes  lu  the  rifi  only 

cryptically,  in  a   sad  little  t;i|.-  nhoiit squandering  champagne. 

Facts,  of  course,  can  tell  you  noth- ing: Theroux  is  elaborating  to  gel  ul 

i he  truth.  Whatever  lit-  learned ahiiiil  his  private  self  while  writing  is 

never  explicitly  vouchsafed.  Indeed. 

Ii'-  pointedly  includes  a   -m-  in "‘liii'li  a   psychiatrist  advises  him  in 
read  his  own  novels.  L'-ui  lie  gives  a 
wonderfully  detailed  acemini  of  his wiling  life:  the  premising  early 

paragraph,  the  afternoon  wasted  at 

die  pub.  In  the  garden,  he  observes 

a   trickle  of  water  to  lie  iiirned  "[1110  a 

river,  with  ox-hows  and  mud-slid. -   V.  1 
inside  tlie  house,  lie  agonises  over  a 
sentence  which  resolves  itself  as 

you  read.  When  a   film  director  con- siders him  for  the  part  of  a   writer, lie  can't  resist  completely  rejigging 

tlie  script.  He  doesn't  get  the  part, 
but  the  writer  in  him  is.  secretly,  re- 

lieved to  get  back  to  work  on  tins 
brilliant  book. 

pages  are  marvels  of  comic  concen- tration; followed  by  two  pages  of 

flabbiness  and  release. 
The  narrative  squalls  around  two 

centres  —   a   tennis  academy  called 
the  Enfield  Tennis  Academy  (ETA) 

in  Boston;  and  Ennet  House,  a   drug 

and  addiction  treatment  house  next 

door.  So  the  novel's  protagonists 
are,  mainly,  drug  addicts,  very  good 

tennis  students,  and  crazy  Qu£be- 

cois  separatist  terrorists  —   and  all 

these  people  are  comic  because 

they  are  removed  from  human motivation  and  turned  into  manic 

machines. Here,  for  instance,  is  one  of  the 

tennis  academy’s  students,  out  on 
her  evening  walk,  squeezing  tennis 

balls:  “Out  for  a   staff-ordered 

weight-management  post-dinner 

stroll,  squeezing  Penn  5’s  in  both hands,  in  ETA  sweat  pants  and  with 

an  enormous  violet  bow  either 

scotch-taped  or  glued  to  the  blunt 

rounded  top  of  her  hair.”  The  tennis 
student  is  "staff-ordered",  but  this 

still  allows  for  Foster  Wallace's deliberate  comic  vagueness  —   the 

bow  is  “either  scotch-taped  or 

glued"  to  the  hair. It  is  hard  to  sustain  interest  In  a 

very  long  book  In  which  the  comedy 
of  character  has  been  surrendered 

to  the  comedy  of  culture.  But  Wal- 
lace Is  a   superb  comedian  of  culture. 

His  exuberance  and  intellectual 

Impishness  are  a   delight  Hie  inten- 
sities, in  alt  their  sublime  irrele- 
vance, seem,  by  the  end  of  the  book, 

both  relevant  and  minatory. 

Desmond  Christy 

Not  Entitled,  A   Memoir  - 

by  Frank  Kermode 

HarperCollins  263pp  £1 8 

MEMOIRS,  a   chance  to  tell  the 

world  of  how  you  blamed  a 
servant  for  what  you  stole,  of  the 

neglect  of  your  children,  of  the women  and  men  you  betrayed,  and 

reveal  what  a   good  person  you  re- 

ally were  despite  these  sins.  Along 
the  way  you  will  mention  all  the 
great  personages  who  crossed  your 

path:  Goethe  in  Weimar,  Napoleon 
in  Moscow,  Tony  Blair  at  Blackpool. 

Frank  Ker inode  —   let’s  drop  the 
''Sir''  as  he  is  “not  entitled"  —   does 

none  of  this.  His  memoir  breaks 

naturally  into  three  j>arts  —   boy- hood, bouts  and  books  —   and  then 
si  i   nis  to  divide  iigain.  into  what  is 

on  the  page  ami  into  troubling silences.  In  lliisgrnllr.  honest.  Well- 

mannered,  til  most  liuly  hook,  being 
“nut  entitled''  crops  up  again  and 

lignin.  Surely  so  distinguished  a 
man  as  Kerniode  —   regarded  by 

many  as  the  finest  living  critic  writ- 
in«  in  English  —   can  claim  tn  be 
ximielMidy  in  this  world,  to  In*  one  of tiniM.-  who  belong?  Why  i>  he  con- 

sidering so  carefully  matters  of  enti- tl'-nu -ul?  Tin-  first  answer  i>  that  In- 

is nm  thinking  of  himself  ul  all.  In*  is 

thinking  of  his  parents  and  all  nf tliiisi  •   like  1 1 11*111  v.’Iim  never  laid 

claim  i<i  wry  much  in  tin-  way  nf 

prepi-rty.  wages  nri-ducniiuii. Kermode  was  horn  011  tin  *   Me  nf 
Man  where  his  family  lived  in  a 
"uterine  tenement"  and  then  in  u "low  rental  house  provided  by  the 

town  council".  His  father  had  taken 
a   job  as  a   storekeeper,  a   plucky  man 
with  a   son  who  was  bookish  and 
clumsy.  A   son  who  belonged  to  his 

mother.  His  boyhood  included  a   chat 
with  God  (asking  Him  if  oranges 

tasted  the  same  to  all  those  who  ale 
them)  and  a   brush  with  despair  and 
sin  (faking  a   school  report).  But  in 
the  end  he  didn't,  need  academic 

fakery  to  claim  a   scholarship  to  Liv- erpool University.  Hiller  interrupted 
his  studies  and  Kermode  joined  the 

navy.  Now  we  discover  further 

meanings  of  the  book’s  title.  “Not 
Entitled!"  is  what  is  shouted  out  in 

the  navy  when  a   siulor  lias  been 
fined  so  much  that  he  is  not  entitled 
to  any  pay  at  all. 

Tlie  rest  of  the  book,  and  the  life, 

is  literature,  and  if  it  isn't,  Kermode 
is  not  going  to  tell  you  about  it.  He 
does  not  tell  you  about  the  women 
in  his  life,  or  much  about  his  profes- 

sional work  or  his  meetings  with 
Napoleons  or  Matthew  Arnolds,  or 

Paul  de  Man. 
Ho  does  tell  us,  in  a   chapter 

straightforwardly  called  “Errors", 
about  how  In*  discovered  that  En- 

counter, which  he  was  eo-ediliiig, 
was  being  funded  by  tlie  CIA. but  he 

only  tells  us,  you  feel,  out  uf  n   sense 
of  duly.  He  dues  tell  us  about  the "McCain*  affair",  but  dues  imt  call  it 

(tail  because  this  controversy  was 
nut.  he  insists,  about  a   lecturer 

refused  a   post  Tint  about  tin-  frus- trating el  furls  to  reform  the  way 

English  is  taught  .11  Cambridge. 

So  wi-  have  aiiulhiT  m-iim-  u|  “imi 

‘   I Hilled  :   things  :i  ivadei  is  not  i-mi-  1 

lleil  in  be  told,  even  to  a,k.  and 

ahum  which  the  wi  iter  i-«  mu  eniiil  ri 
to  i'  II.  In  .1  book  that  h   lull  of  si  in  . 

pie  lie  allow-,  hill  lx ‘If  a   m-|1m-  III  .11]  | 
eliding  hy  coiit<-iupkiiing  .1  .1.11111-  j ffiiimi  given  iu  him  hv  some  friend*,  j “Henceforth  she  will  preside  over  J 

this  garden  and  tin-  cnmiiiunpU  -   , 
lunisi-  in  it,  and  as  lung  as  sin-  be- 

longs there.  I   will  belong  there  also, or  be  as  close  to  belonging  as  I   am 
entitled  to  be,  for  as  long  at>  I   am 

entitled  to  be."  Existence  it  sell becomes  a   matter  uf  entitlement. 

HOW  TO  BECOME  A 
FREELANCE  WRITER 
by  NICK  DAWS 

Freelance  writing  can  be  creative, 

fulfilling  and  d   lot  of  fun,  with 
excellent  money  to  be  made  as  well. What's  mare,  anyone  can  become  a 

wriler.  No  special  qualifications  or 

experience  are  required. 
The  market  for  writers  is  huge.  In 
Britain  alone  there  are  around  1,000 daily,  Sunday  and  weekly  papers, 
and  more  than  8.000  magazines. 

Many  of  the  stories  and  articles  that they  publish  are  supplied  by 
freelances.  Then  there  are  books, 
theatre,  films,  TV,  radio.. . 

With  such  demand,  there's  always room  for  new  writers.  But,  as  Mr.  E. 

H.  Metcalfe,  principal  of  Britain's leading  writing  school  The  Writers 
Bureau,  explains.  “If  you  want  to enjoy  the  rewords  of  seeing  your 
work  in  print,  one  thing  you  must 

have  is  proper  training.* 
The  Writers  BureAu  runs  a   com- 

prehensive correspondence  course 

covering  every  aspect  of  fiction  and non-fiction  writing.  The  140.000 
word  course  is  written  by 

professional  writers  and  has  been 
acclaimed  by  experts. 

Students  receive  one-to-one guidance  from  tutors,  all  working writers  themselves.  From  the  start 
they  are  shown  how  to  produce 
saleable  work.  ‘At  the  Bureau  our 

philosophy  is  quite  simple'  says  Mr. 

Metcalfe.  *We  will  do  everything  in 

our  power  to  help  students  become 

published  writers.' 

The  course  comes  on  fifteen  days' 
free  trial.  In  addition,  the  Bureau 
offers  a   remarkable  money-back 

guarantee  -   if  you  haven't  earned your  tuition  fees  from  published 

writing  within  one  month  of completing  the  course,  your  money 
will  be  refunded  in  full. 

So,  would  you  like  to  be  a   writer? Why  not  start  now  by  returning  the 

coupon  below! 

Why  Not  Be  A   Writer?  "1 
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beginners.  Details  free.  No  cost.  No  obligauon.  Send  the  coupon.  j 
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Design 
for  life 
Paul  Evans 

ML  STRANGE  thing  happened 

at  the  Hampton  Court  palace 

flower  show.  Having  strug- 
gled through  the  crowds  looking  at 

designer  gardens,  nursery  displays, 
florislrv  exhibits  and  acres  of  stands 

selling  every  kind  of  garden  nlck- 
nackery  imaginable,  I   stumbled  into 
a   mirage.  This  Is  It,  1   thought,  truly  a 

garden-for-oiir-time.  Here  was  n   little 

muddy  pond,  water  covered  in  duck- 

weed, ii  few  elegant  reed-mstet*  shoot- 
ing frniii  the  margins,  an  old  bicycle 

wheel  and  bits  of  wnml  sticking  enig- 
matically from  its  woody  depths. 

]   spent  some  time  admiring  the 

way  the  pond  had  been  undesigned, 
allowing  Nature  to  over  wile  the 

ego  of  the  designer.  It  reminded  me 

of  childhood  ponds,  teeming  with 
newts  mid  beetles,  long  since  swept 

away  and  tidied  from  the  landscape. 
Here  was  a   robust,  defiant,  vibrant 

little  puddle  of  wildness  in  a   world 
obsessed  with  order  and  instant 

gratification.  I   had,  of  course,  got  it 
all  wrong. 

Next  to  the  duckweed  pond  was 

another  nf  the  same  size  but  clean 

and  tidy,  with  bright  red  waterlillics 
and  (he  fussy  designer  nonsense 

dial  gars  with  contemporary  water 

gardens.  The  display  was  meant  to 

lie  n   Itefore  and  After  lesson,  illus- 

trating how  the  designers  could 
transform  a   worthless  swamp  into  a 

sparkling  new  suburban  paradise. 

“A  pox  on  'em.”  I   muttered  and 
wandered  back  into  the  milieu. 

Tlie  display  gardens  on  show  at 

Hampton  Court,  like  those  at  the  fa- 
mous Chelsea  Flower  Show,  invari- 

ably end  up  on  the  wrong  side  of 
naff.  Apart  from  being  hr  voiid  the 
reach  of  the  thousands  nf  ordinary 

punters  pressing  against  them  with 
a   mixture  of  lust  and  envy,  they 

have  a   “knowingness",  which  robs 
llu*  innocence  from  a   relationship 

between  human  creativity  and  Na- 
ture at  the  heart  of  gardening. 

Back  \n  the  dnys  when  Henry 

VIII  was  stomping  around  Ids  Privy 

garden  (not  to  be  confused  with  gar- 
den privy)  here  at  Hampton  Court 

palace,  garden  plants  were  few  and 
simple,  and  garden  design,  like 

Henry,  a   brutally  symmetrical  sym- 

bol of  power  and  dominion.  I   won- 
der what  Henry  would  have  made  of 

the  bizarre  scene  of  hundreds  queu- 
ing at  the  Cambodian  garden,  built 

for  the  Christian  Aid  charity,  to 

trend  on  fake  land  mints  hidden  I 

under  exotic  foliage.  Vm  sure  the 

people  trying  to  raise  awareness  of 

this  terrible  legacy  of  war-zones 
around  the  world  hail  not  intended 

to  provide  a   cheap  thrill  for  the 

British  who  love  a   bit  nf  sex  and  vio- 

lence with  their  grrdens.  Anil  I   won- 
der  when  the  first  Northern  Ireland 

riot  garden  will  appear. 

Despite  the  wonderful  diversity 

of  plants  at  the  flower  show,  the  way 
they  furnish  gardens  and  the  way 

gardens  fit  into  culture  and  land- 
scapes shows  that  the  relationship 

ILlUStRATlON  BARRY  LARKING 

between  people  and  Nature  la  even 
more  ambiguous  than  it  was  during 

the  Middle  Ages:  ambiguous  be- 

cause attempts  at  naturalness  con- 
ceal environmental  guilt  tempered 

with  a   fierce  desire  to  stamp  individ- 

ual personality  on  the  world  and  a 
fear  of  the  wild  spirit  howling  at  the 

garden  gate.  Shanghaied  from  their 
ecological  relationships  with  each 

other,  garden  plants  have  become 
sensual  objects  to  decornte  surfaces 
and  embellish  egos.  They  carry 

messages  to  those  who  read  the 

sexually  charged  Innguage  of  gar- 
dening that  here  is  a   person  of  taste 

and  sophistication. 
So  what  does  my  muddy,  weedy 

little  pond  tell  me?  It  says  that  in  the 

rough,  commonplace,  vernacular 
landscapes  lies  an  artless,  innocent, 

accidental  relationship  with  Nature 

which  has  little  if  any  value  to  soci- 

ety. And  yet  here  is  a   thriving,  un- 

tidy exuberance.  Here's  one  in  the eye  for  those  who  would  design  us 

i   into  oblivion. 

CheSS  Leonard  Barden 

orthodox  chess  primers  will 

give  you  this  advice,  but  one  of 
the  best  short-cuts  to  success  for 
ambitious  juniors  and  club  players 
is  to  learn  some  offbeat  openings 

which  contain  plausible  traps. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  route, 
then  the  Russian  master  Iakov 

Neistadt’s  new  booklets  —   Winning 

Quickly  With  White  and  Winning 

Quickly  With  Black  (each  £12.99 

from  Cadogan)  — ■   both  contain 
useful  ammunition. 

Neistadt’s  method  is  based 

on  miniature  games,  which  he 

defines  as  a   maximum  18  moves.  1 

don’t  completely  agree  with  some  of 
his  choices  —   old  favourites  like  the 

Vienna,  the  Goring  Gambit,  and  the 
Ruy  Lopez  with  an  early  d4  get 

scant  treatment  —   but  he  still  has 

some  telling  examples  of  rare 

systems  based  on  plausible  moves 

that  have  a   high  strike  rate  in  practi- cal play. 

Here's  one  that  was  new  to  me, 
which  has  occurred  at  least  three 
limes  over  the  board  and  has  a 

respectable  pedigree;  the  white 

player  in  this  game  is  a   2,600-plua 

grandmaster. 
Rozentaiis-Mikenas, 

Vilnius,  1981 

1   e4  Nf6  2   Nc3  d5  3   exd5  Nxd5 

4   Bc4  Nb6  5   Bb3  e5?l  Nc6  is 

safer.  6   d3  Nc6  7   Nf3  Bg4  8   h3 
Bh5?  Black  should  settle  for  Bxf3, 

but  pinning  the  (3  knight  is  a   normal 

plan  in  Alekhine's  Defence. 9   Nxefil  A   sophisticated  version 
of  the  ancient  Legal  Trap  ( 1   e4  e5  2 

NO  d6  3   Bol  Bg4  4   Nc3  hG?  5   Nxe5! 
Bxd  1?  G   Bx(7+  Ke7  7   Nd5  niatei . 
Bxdl?  Black  should  struggle  on 

a   pawn  down  by  Nxe5  10  Qxh5.  10 
Bxf7+  Ke7  11  Bg5+  Kd0  12 
Ne4+  Kxe5  13  f4+  Kd4  14 

Rxdl!  Threatens  15  c3+  Ke3  16  0-0 

and  Rf3  mate. 

Nb4  Black  plans  to  meet  15  Bxd8 

by  Nxc2+. 

15  c3+  Ke3  16  0-0  Nxd3 
Black  expects  his  king  to  escape  by 

17  RI3+  Kxe4. 

17  Ng3l  Resigns. 

Chessplayer  of  the  month  must 
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be  Claude  Bloodgood.  The  71-year- old  c«  victed  murderer,  serving  a   , 

life  sentence  in  a   Virginia  prison, 

has  become  No  9   in  the  United 
States  —   which  has  some  50,000 

active  players  —   by  playing  1,700 

rated  games  against  other  inmates. 
“There  seems  to  be  a   flaw  in  our  rat- 

ing procedures,”  said  a   US  official, Britain's  prodigy  Luke  McShnne, 

aged  12,  is  attempting  to  become  the 

youngest  ever  UK  international  mas- ter at  the  sixth  annual  invitation 

sponsored  by  accountants  Smith  & 
Williamson  near  Guildford.  British 

champion  Matthew  Sadler  set  the 

current  age  r   ecord  at  13.  Meanwhile 
Michael  Adams  has  been  voted  the 

Leigh-BCF  player  of  the  year  for  the 

third  year  running. 

No  2432 
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1     teTl 
abode  f   fl  h 

Black  (to  move!  was  one  square 

from  promoting  his  pawn  in  this  1958 
Russian  game.  He  advanced  it  to  gl, 

and  then  hesitated.  “Which  piece  do 

you  waul?"  prompted  WhiU;.  As  soon 

as  he  heard  “A  queen”.  White 
banged  down  his  reply  and  U   was 
clear  that  the  game  was  drawn. 

Then  the  arbiter  intervened.  He 
ruled  that  a   verbal  announcement 

did  not  constitute  a   move,  so  that 

Black  could  still  promote  to  any 

piece  bar  a   king.  After  some  hesita- tion, Black  substituted  a   rook  at  gl, 

While  again  banged  out  his  answer, 

and  they  agreed  a   draw. 

What  were  White's  two  moves? 

No  2431:  1   Qc8+  Rb8  2   Ke7!  Rxc8 

3   Bg2+  Kb8  4   Ba7+  Kxc7  5   b6  mate. 

Quick  crossword  no.  325 
Across 

1   Main  part  of animal  (4) 

3   Illuminated  as  a 

spectacfe  (5-3) 
8   Roman 

garment  |4) 

9   Diplomatic 
etiquette  (8) 

H   Emly  Bronte 
hero  (101 

14  Renounce  one's views  (61 

15  Doorway  (6) 

17  Stern  and 
relentless  (10) 

20  Quality  of 

papas?  (8) 
21  Built-up  area  (4) 
22  Finished  and witnle  (8) 

23  Grudging 

nrimirnlion  (4) 

1   Meat  shop — lookl  (8) 

2   Two  hour  period 
at  sea  (3,5} 

4   Aristocratic  (6) 

5   NoHvith it (3.2,5) 

7   Roof  or  wall covering  (4) 

10  Extraordinary  (10) 
12  Obstinate  (8) 

13  Channel 
island  (8) 

16  Cupboard  (6) 
18  Smart  (4) 

(9  Secretive 
person  (4) 

6   Scarcity  (4) 

Last  week's  solution 

aaQaaDODaBnaa 

s   a   □   □   □   □   ~ 
asa  □□□□□aaa 
□   0   □   a   q   □   □ 
BQEHDQaiaG)  HEUE a   a   a   a   o   m 
□QQDna  EL3QOQU 
□   a   □   0   a   □ 
asaci  QSQSUEan 
a   □   a   □   g   0   a 
aD0B0nnoa  aaa □   □   a   n   g   a   b 
nmuraaaa □Sonog 

Bridge  Zia  Mahmood 

/'M  writing  from  Phoenix  Inter- national Airport  on  the  way  home 

from  San  Francisco  after  the  US 

team  trials,  where  I   was  part  of  a 

strong  five-man  squad. 
We  fancied  our  chances,  though 

the  trial  is  difficult  to  win  —   we 
would  have  to  survive  four  long, 

tough  matches. 
We  started  better  than  we  had 

hoped.  Not  only  did  we  survive  the 

opening  rounds,  but  Nickel),  the 

reigning  world  champions,  were 

knocked  out  by  Robbins,  an  unfan- 
cied team  from  Chicago  whom  we 

would  now  play  in  the  final. 
1   have  to  confess  that  we  were 

soundly  beaten.  This  was  one  of  my 

disasters.  You’ll  conie  up  against  a 
number  of  problems  at  various 

points  in  the  auction  —   make  up 
your  mind  what  you  would  do  at 

each  stage  before  rending  on.  You 

pick  up  this  hand  with  both  aides 

vulnerable: 

♦   Q2  VAKQ  4Q3  4K109876 

You’re  playing  a   strong  no  trump. 

Would  you  open  with  the  orthodox 

one  club,  or  a   slightly  off-centre 
1NT? 

I   opened  one  club.  Your  hand  has 

great  potential  If  partner  has  a   club 

fit  —   a   slam  in  clubs  would  be  excel- 
lent facing: 

♦   A3  *75  ♦   K9862  4A543 

and  with  that  hand  partner  would 

simply  raise  1NT  to  3NT.  Partner 
responds  with  one  diamond,  giving 

you  an  awkward  re-bid.  Would  you 
choose  conservative  two  clubs,  an 

aggressive  three  clubs,  or  perhaps 

one  heart?  Three  dubs  would  be 

loo  much  with  a   mediocre  suit,  and 

one  heart  runs  risks.  I   chose  the 

safe  two  clubs.  Partner  bids  two 

spades,  which  is  forcing  to  game. 

Would  you  now  bid  three  clubs, 
2NT,  or  3NT? 

3NT  is  correct,  as  it  shpws  extra 

values,  gets  the  hand  off  your  chest, 
and  allows  partner  to  bid  on  if  he 

wishes.  The  story  might  have  ended 

there  —   except  I   couldn’t  bid  3NT, 

as  we  had  an  agreement  fh'at  H showed  a   one-loser  club  Suit  1   had 

to  bid  2NT  —   and  so,  for  the  mo- 

ment, will  you.  Partner  bids  3NT. 

Would  you  now  pass,  or  Bhow  your 

extra  values  with  a   raise  4 NT?  Re- 
member that  partner  has  shown  a 

good  hand  with  his  bidding  to  date, 

while  you  have  so  far  done  nothing 
that  you  would  not  do  with  11  points 

rather  than  16. 

I   bid  4NT  —   not  Blackwood,  just 

a   natural  bid  showing  extra  strength 

and  inviting  slam.  Partner  bids  5NT, 

putting  the  ball  in  your  court.  The bidding  was: 

You  Partner 
1*  !♦ 
2*  24 

2   NT  3   NT 

4NT  5   NT 
? 

While  the  last  four  bids  may  look 

surreal  to  you,  until  now  you  have 
done  nothing  foolish,  though  yoii 

may  not  have  agreed  with  all  my  ac- 
tions. But  this  is  the  $64,000  ques- 

tion —   to  bid,  or  not  to  bid?  Would 

you  now  pass,  or  accept  partner's 

invitation  with  six  clubs  or  6NT? 

I   chose  6NT;  this,  was  my  part- 

ner's hand: 

4KJ97  VJ 64  ♦   AKJIO  *QJ- 

We  had  plenty  of  tricks  — but  there  was  one  slight  problem., 

or  rather  two  slight  problems.  What 
was  more,  left-hand  opponent  was 
on  lead  holding  both  of  them,  so  he 

doubled  and  cashed  out  for  minus 200  to  our  side. 

Phoenix  is  a   lonely  place. .   .   © 
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Olympic  Games 

Golden 
oar’s  four 

in  a   row 

Mick  Cleary  at  Lake  Lanier 

THE  Challenge  defined  rather 

than  intimidated.  After  a   week 

of  distractions,  some  farcical, 

others  tragic,  Steve  Redgrave  and 

Matthew  Pinsent  blocked  out  all  in- 
terference to  ride  triumphantly  to 

the  line  and  into  history. 

It  was  Britain's  first  gold  medal  of 

the  Games  and  Redgrave's  fourth  in succession.  He  becomes  only  the 

fourth  Olympian  ever  to  achieve 
such  n   feat.  He  stands  now  ns  a   man 

apart  in  British  spurt. 

Redgrave  and  Pinsent  hud  to  look 
deep  within  themselves  to  find  the 

necessary  resolve  and  will  to  with- 
stand a   late  charge  from  the  Aus- 

tralians. the  form  crew  during  the 
week.  For  all  the  technique,  all  the 

poundage  in  the  gym,  such  victories 
often  come  down  to  elemental 

forces.  Redgrave  and  Pinsent  were 
dugs  on  the  water,  scrapping  and 

snarling  to  protect  their  turf. 
To  casual  observers  the  event 

may  seem  merely  an  untroubled 
burst  of  exertion,  a   demon  stratum 

of  physical  prowess.  U   is  also  much more  than  that.  You  need  heart  and 
fearsome  drive  1u  succeed,  real  guts 

to  fuce  down  opponents. 

Small  wonder  that  when  it  was  all 

over,  when  the  clock  showed  dial 

the  defending  champions  had  held 

uii  by  just  0.93sec.  the  pair  slumped 
over  thc-ir  oars.  Pinsent  was  back  up 

immediately,  Redgrave,  though,  re- 
mained prostrate,  racked  by  pain, 

relief,  maybe  a   touch  of  sadness  that 

it  was  all  over.  “I  was  knackered,  ab- 

solutely knackered.”  said  Redgrave, 

aged  34.  who  also  has  the  unprece- 
dented record  of  10  major  champi- 
onships to  his  name. 

It  was  a   great  way  to  finish,  for 

this  was  Redgrave’s  last  race.  “I’ve had  enough.”  he  said.  'This  is  defi- 
nitely the  end.  If  anyone  sees  me 

Mike  Solvoy  at  Lord's   

THE  PAKISTAN  cricket  team 
has  long  been  one  fuelled  on 

passion  rather  than  on  pragmatism, 

capable  of  touching  stratospheric 

heights  and  plumbing  the  lowest 

depths  —   all  within  the  same  after- 

noon. They  rely  on  force.  But  even 

by  their  standards,  the  tidal  wave  of 
adrenalin  cricket  that  carried  them 

to  victory  in  the  first  Test  on  Mon- day was  something  special. 
The  match  turned  around  during 

the  course  of  one  frenzied  hour’s cricket  nfter  lunch  that  saw  David 

Lloyd's  British  Bulldog  —   the  one 

that  for  the  previous  four  hours  and 
more,  while  Mike  Atherton  and 
Alee  Stewart  were  putting  together 
a   second-wicket  partnership  of  154, , 

had  growled  at  the  intruders  —   sud- 
denly lose  its  toeth  and  roll  over  like 

a   pet  poodlp. 

Tlie  Mound  Stand  clock  showed 

Ihree  minutes  before  two  o'clock and  the  scoreboard  beneath  it  168 
fur  one  when  the  mayhem  began, 

with  Atherton's  dismissal.  Sixty-one 

near  a   boat,  will  they  please  shoot 

me.”  Pinsent  jokingly  claimed  that 

he  would  also  walk  away:  "It's  defi- 

nitely enough  for  me  if  not  for  him." 

—   The  Observer 

Redgrave  was  later  due  to  meet 
the  64 -year-old  A1  Oerter,  from 

Babylon.  New  Jersey,  the  former 

United  Stales  discus  thrower,  "pres- ident" of  the  Immortals  and  the  first 

of  the  four  men  to  win  gold  medals 

at  four  successive  Olympics,  write 

Guardian  Reporters. 

Meanwhile  in  tli<-  «»th*-r  rowing 

competition.  Britain's  coxless  four, 
with  two  previous  gold  medalists  on 
board,  had  to  settle  for  bronze  in  a 

nail-biting  finish  with  l.Ssec  cover- 

ing the  first  three. 
Rupert  Obholzer.  Jonuy  and  Greg 

Searle  and  Tim  Foster  were  sixth  at 
500  metres  and  opened  the  throttle 
after  \   ,000m.  Tlie  1992  Olympic 

champions  from  Australia  were  first 
and  France  second. 

Elsewhere  Jonathan  Edwards 
won  silver  in  the  triple  jump.  He  had 

two  foul  jumps,  but  then  adjusted 
his  run-up,  a   problem  all  season, 

and  moved  into  third  place  with 

minutes  later,  Graham  Thorpe  was 

wandering  back  to  the  pavilion  and 

the  board  read  186  for  eight.  Seven 
wickets  had  fatten  for  18  runs  in  75 

balls.  As  collapses  go,  this  was  in 

the  same  class  as  Norman  Wis- 
dom's deckchair. 

With  the  heart  and  soul  knocked 

out  of  the  England  order,  Pakistan 
then  eased  the  pressure,  allowing 

the  last  two  wickets  to  add  57,  be- 

fore victory  was  achieved.  No  mat- ter though:  the  damage  had  been 

done  earlier,  and  although  there 
were  reports  of  thunder  showers 

drifting  in,  Pakistan’s  decision  to  bat on  for  more  than  an  hour  in  bad 

light  on  Saturday  evening  bought 

them  lime.  Once  the  breach  had 

been  made,  it  was  always  under  con- 
trol and  there  were  27  overs  still  re- 

maining when  Ian  Salisbury  hooked 

at  a   bouncer  frpm  die  Pakistan  cap- 
tain Wasim  Akram  and  was  caught 

behind  after  a   spirited  40. 

The  win,  by  164  runs,  was  only 
Pakistan’s  eighth  against  England, 

but  significantly.' their  third  on  this' ground.  On  the. second  occasion,  four 

17.13m.  His  next  of  17.88m,  his  best 

(his  year,  was  enough  for  silver.  “By chance  I   hit  my  rhythm;  it  was  like 

an  enlightenment,"  said  Edwards,  a 
committed  Christian. 

Roger  Black  stonneil  home  in 
44.:tlHec  l*i  finish  just  In  -hind  the 
favourite  Michael  Johnson  in  the 

80ijm  final.  Johnson's  time  was  an 

Olympic  record  at  43.49m*c,  and  is the  first  of  ail  ex|>eclcd  double  gold, 

in  thisuml  1lte20um. 

There  was  silver  ntai  f»«r  swim- 

mer Paul  Palmer  in  ihe  men's  -li  Win freestyle.  He  whs  pipped  for  gold  by 

New  Zealand's  Danyon  Loader. 
There  were  medals  also  for  two 

other  British  swimmers  —   Graeme 

Smith  picked  up  a   bronze  in  Ihe 
1500m  freestyle  and  Nick  Gilling- 

ham in  the  IHXJni  breaststroke. 

Steve  Smith,  the  23-year-old  Liv- 

erpool Harrier,  saved  ids  season's 
best  for  when  it  mattered  most, 

clearing  2.35m  for  a   bronze  in  high 

jump.  “It  was  an  awesome  competi- 
tion.” he  said,  after  hours  of  jump- 

ing. "It  is  a   relief  to  have  got  a 

medal.  This  is  just  the  best  feeling." Denise  Lewis  claimed  a   bronze 

years  ago.  it  had  been  Wasim  and Waqar’s  last-ditch  stand  that  had 

plucked  victory  from  England  when 
it  had  been  theirs  for  the  taking. 
Waqar  was  there  again  on  Monday, 

surging  in  from  the  Pavilion  end  and 

adding  three  further  wickets,  in- 
cluding that  of  the  hapless  Graeme 

Hick,  to  that  of  Nick  Knight  on  the 

previous  afternoon.  His  tally  of  4-85 

gave  him  match  figures  of  8-154  — - wonderful  stuff  on  n   slow  pitch  — 
and  the  man  of  the  match  award. 

But  this  was  a   partnership.  At  the 

other  end  Muslitaq  Ahmed  had 

been  plugging  away.  His  was  a   trib- 
ute to  persistence.  FYom  the  mo- 

ment in  tlie  first  innings  that  he  had 
Alec  Stewart  leg  before  wicket,  he 

had  sent  down  49  overs  without  cue- . 
cess.  It  simply  could  not  last,  and  It 

.did  not.  It  was  a   decision,  made  at: 
lunchtime  on  Monday,  to  go  around 
the  wicket  that  changed  his  fortune. . 

In  the  spacq  of  57  balls,  Atherton had  been  caught  at  slip,  Stewart 

taken  at  silly  point,  Ealham  bowled 
behind  bis  legs,  Thorpe,  unluckily, 

leg  before,  and  Mullaly  caught  close 

by  the  narrowest  of  margins  in  n 

nerve-tingling  finish  to  tin*  he]>- tnthlon.  She  was  ahead  of  Urszula 

Wlodarcxyk  as  the  athletes  lined  up 

f«r  the  final  event,  tin*  800m.  Shi* 
finished  more  Limn  five  seconds  be- 

hind the  Pule  in  bent  Inr  In  a   medal 

by  just  five  points.  'Hie  gold  went  to Ciharla  Sliuuun,  with  a   6.780  total. 

She  became  the  first  Syrian  winner 

of  an  Olympic  title. 

The  biggest  disappoint  merit  of 
tlv  G-.mv-s  f«w  Britain  cam**  when 

Linford  Christie  yielded  his 

Olympic  luOin  title  to  Donovan  Bai- ley .if  Canada.  Christie  got  himself 

disqualified  after  making  two  false 

starts  in  Ihe  final. 
Sally  Gunnell  could  be  facing  the 

cud  of  a   golden  athletics  career  after 
breaking  down  while  defending  the 

Olympic  400  metres  hurdles  title here  last  night. 

On  her  3Uth  birthday.  Gunnell 

hobbled  to  a   halt  in  the  semi-finals 
with  a   recurrence  of  an  inflamed 

Achilles  tendon.  She  received  treat- 
ment from  British  team  doctor  Mal- 
colm Brown  and  the  foot  was 

heavily  strapped. 

in  on  the  offside.  Figures  of  5-57 
from  38  overs  was  magnificent  bowl- 

ing, and  few  would  have  argued  had he  —   or  indeed  Inzamam-uFHaq, 

who  batted  superbly — received  the 
man  of  the  match  award  instead. 

Perhaps  England  had  been  se- duced by  the  certainty  with  which 

Atherton  and  Stewart  had  negoti- 

ated the  morning's  play.  Although 

Waqar  had  in  effect  been  held  In  re- 
serve, Mushtaq  always  posed  diffi- 

cult questions,  and  everyone  knows Wasim's  potential.  It  was,  perhaps, 

Stewart  who  was  the  mote  Impres- 

sive, however,  because  while  we  ex- pect this  sort  of  thing  from  Atherton, 

his  partner  has  been  teetering  on 
the  brink  ofTcst  match  extinction. 

Although  hie  batting  idler  Ather- 
ton's dismissal  for  64  had  taken  on  a 

more  frenetic  air,  Stewart  had 

played  freely  and  confidently  for  261 minutes  before  Muslitaq  spun  one 

out  of  the  rough,  which  bounced 

from  this  thigh  pad  and  touched  his 

glove.  But  his  89  will  reinforce  his 

position  in  the  side. 
Pakistan  340iinzaniam  1 4&.  Anwar  74, 
Mullaly  3-44)  and  352  tor  5   dec  (Anwar  88, 

I   Ahmed  78,  Cork  3-86):  England  2B5 

(Thorpe  77.  Yowila4-69,  Ata4-60)  and  243 

(Stewart  89.  M   Ahmad  5-57.  Younla  4-86).  ■ Pakistan  wan  by  1 64  runs 
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Shearer,  the 
£1 5m  Magpie 

ALAN  SHEARER  became  the 

world's  most  cxpenalvc  foot- 

baller by  moving  from  Black- burn Rovers  to  his  home  town 

club,  Newcastle  United,  for  a 

staggering  £   15  million.  He  was 

top  scorer  for  England  In  Euro 96  and  his  name  bud  been 

linked  with  n   number  of  clubs  — 

including  Manchester  United. 
Hut  he  opted  for  n   five-year contract  with  the  Mngpios. 

Shearer,  who  began  his  career at  Southampton,  moved  to 

Hlflckhiim  iu  1 992  and  got  34 

tongue  goals  two  seasons  ago  to 
Lend  them  to  their  first  champi- 

onship for  81  years.  He  is  die 

only  plnyer  to  Imvc  scored  more 
thuu  lOf)  Premiership  goals. 

Mill iclies ter  United  were  cer- 
tain tliul  their  hid,  believed  to  be 

around  £12  million,  would  be 

ueccptcd  liy  Shearer.  Hut  he 
chose  Newcastle’s  higher  offer. 

DESPITE  the  (llsaiipciintinuiil 

over  Shearer.  Manchester 

I   billed  continued  their  summer 

signing  spree  last  week,  bringing 
tlie  Dutch  star  Jorrli  Cruyff  to 

Okl  Traf ford  from  Barcelona  — 
die  fifth  new  arrival  at  die  Hub 

this  year.  United  have  paid  nil 
initial  fee  of  EMlb.Ut  iti  for  C   x   uyff  I 

to  sign  a   four-year  contract  with die  Premiership  champions. 

In  comings  and  goings  else- 
where, former  Arsenal  goal- 

keeper John  Luktc  returned  to 

Highbury  on  a   free  transfer  after 

six  years  vvidi  Leeds.  He  will  be David  Seaman's  deputy.  Taking 

Luklc's  place  at  Leeds  is  Nigel 

Martyn,  who  comes  to  Elland Road  from  Crystal  Palace  for 

£2.25  million.  Tottenham 

Hotspur  paid  £2  million  for  25- year-old  Danish  midfielder  Allan 
Nielsen,  their  first  major  signing 
of  the  summer.  Another  player 

leaving  Blackburn  will  be  striker 
Mike  Newell.  He  is  moving  to 

Birmingham  City  for  £775,000. 

TEENAGER  David  Sales,  the 
Northamptonshire  batsman 

known  to  his  teammates  as 

Jumble,  wrote  himself  into  the 
record  books  on  Saturday  by 

hammering  a   double  century  on 

his  county  championship  debut 

Sales,  an  England  Under-  LD 
player,  was  the  first  person  to 
achieve  the  feat  in  the  competi- tion's 106-year  history.  At  18 

years  and  237  days,  he  also  be- came the  youngest  player  to 

make  a   double  century  in  first- 

class  cricket  in  England.  When 

Northamptonshire  declared  at 
410  for  3   in  their  second  innings 

—   Sales  was  out  for  a   duck  in  the 

first  —   against  Worcestershire  at 
Kidderminster,  he  was  unbeaten with  210.  The  match,  however, 

ended  in  a   draw. 

IAN  McGee  chan,  the  former 

Scotland  back,  has  been 

appointed  conch  of  the  British Lions  tot*  an  unprecedented 

third  time.  Next  summer  he  will 

be  assisted  by  former  Lions' 
tenramnte  Fran  Cotton  for  the 

tour  of  South  Africa. 

Cricket  First  Test:  England  v   Pakistan   

England’s  hopes  collapse  in  a   heap 


